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} To my worthy and much 
} honoured CREDITORS. 


3 1 „ 
gi HIS humble Addreſs to you comes from 
+ one, who bad much rather never have 
had any Occaſion to call you by the 

above Defignation : But the over-ruling Pro- 
vidence of God, which cuts out the ſeveral Lots 

of ſhort-/ighted Men, according to his own ex- 

tenſive Views of Things, and not according to 

Pur narrow and ill-laid Schemes, or our ſangui ne 
Expetations, hath brought upon me thoſe Mi for- 

tunes which reduced me to the Unhappineſs of being 

I an inſokvent Debtor, and have funk me down 
* from the Station of a Trader, who could keep 
Servants under me, and had a fair Proſpect 
before me of riſing to flouriſhing Circumſtances ; 
to that of a menial Servant of the loweſt Rank, | 
and have cut of from you all reaſenable Hope 
oY ever receiving 3 on far what I owe 


| DEDICATION. 


you, without a confiderable Revolution in my 


Circumſtances, and a Change greatly for the bet- 


ter. I thank God, I have fill within me that 
which IT hope no Accide nt ſhall ever deprive me 


of, viz. the ſame Honeſtly and Integrity of Diſ- 
poſition, as when my Word could paſs for more 
than ever I was worth; and which pre- 
vented me from taking any Adva ntage of Law 
againſt you as is much practiſe d in our Day. I 
have ſaved for you theſe two Years laſt paſt a 
ſmall Sum which 1s at your Service whenever 
you pleaſe ; I have never, ſince my Misfortunes 
came upon me, paſſed one fingle Day without 
fome anxious Thoughts about you. But ] know, ſome 
Reflexions have been made upon me for ſettling 
ſome publick Accounts, and for giving a Letter 
of Attorney to a Gentleman here, impowering him 
tranſacti my Affairs, when they went into Diſ- 
order. As for my ſettling thoſe publick Accounts, 
you know, that they no Way interfered with my 
private Affairs, and had I applied any of the pub- 
lick Money I had in my Hands, to the paying 
of private Debts, I had been guilty of a Breach 
of Truſt. 
As "4 the giving the? Wetter of Attor- 
ney to the Gentleman; I ought rather to be pi- 
tied than blamed in it; for I was driven to the 
cruel Neceſſity of doing ſo, or going to a Goal, 
© =bere I muſt of Neceſſity have ſtarved. As I 
F tntend ſoon to e 0 a full narrative of many 


remarkable 
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remarkable Paſſages of my Life, I ſhall 
| defer any further Account of theſe Mat- 


ters till a convenient Opportunity offers for 
that Purpoſe, and fhall then ſet this whole A 
fair in a clear and juſt light before you. 

| The following Sheets contain the Product of 
ſome leiſure Hours, which my indulgent Maſter 
has allowed me to diſpoſe of as I pleasd, 
and I have determined to make them publick, 
with a View partly to the Good of my Genera- 
tion, which may receive ſome Benefit leſs or more 
from them, contemptible as they are, if it pleaſe 
God to give his Bleſſing; and partly in the 


Hope of raifing, by the Kind Aſſiſtance of good 


Friends, ſome ſmall Help to leſſen the DebtsT owe; 
which are about 150 Pounds, I wiſh ſincerely 
that the Merit of them were much greater, both © 


on the Reader's Account, and on yours. What- 


ever I gain from this or any other Scheme I © 
may engage in, ſhall always be very carefully 
kept for you; for I have no-body to care for, 
nor no other uſe to put Money to, but to that 
of paying my juſt Debts, which by God's Alſſiſ= 
tance, I yet hope to pay without Diſcount or 
Compoſition, T hope T ſhall never forget your 
Patience and Forbearance with me, nor ſhew 
myſelf in the leaſt ungrateful to you. And, i, 
divine Providence ſhould not ſee fit to allow me 
the Happineſs of getting rid of theſe my Debts ; 
* He, whoſe Riches are inexhauſtible, and 6 
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who has by his Son, our glorious and exalted 
Redeemer, taught us to pray that © our Debts 
ce may be forgiven, as we forgive our Debtor s,” 
and hath aſſured us, that they who forgive others, 
ſhall themſelves be forgiven ; may he, who can 
do it without leſſening his Stores, repay you 
Tenfold. Amen. 


May 9, 1744. JohN BREUHOWSs FE. 
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THE 


PREFACE 


O make an Apology for the following © 
Pages, which would fatisfy all Rea- 
ders, is not to be expected, if the 
Matter of them were never ſo ex- 
qurfitely drawn up, the Thoughts never ſo judi- 
Cious, and the Stile never ſo correct and ele- 
gant : Therefore what Sort of Apology "muſt 
ſerve, where all theſe are wanting? 
The only one I can make, is, that my Inten- 
tions were good, and that my Nativity and E- 
Aaucation were in a Country, where Religion 
was much in Efteem, and Vice in Abborrence; 
and the impious Principles and Practices of this 
great City, have made a great Impreſſion upon my 
Mind, fo that I was determined, out of Com- 
paſfion to precious and immortal Souls, to offer 
Z0 


vil The PREFACE. 
to the publick the following Pages, in Hopes 


Station, may be a Means to make thoſe that have 


other Circumſtances of Life, to mind the Con- 
cerns of their Souls and Eternity, and to bluſh 
and be aſhamed that they have laid themſelves 
open to the Rebuke of one ſo much their Inferior, 
and that they have not remembred their Creator, 
and been more concerned about honouring the 


they have received or can expect muſt proceed. 

The Cenſures on the Book, called The 
Presbyterian Eloquence, are but ſhort, but 
need little Apology, if it be conſidered that 
that Book is full of groſs Falſities ; and it hath 
been ſaid, not without Foundation, that ſome 


fome Atheiſts, that were Enemies to all real 
Religion, and particularly to the Presbyterians 
in Scotland, who had at that Time a great 
Deal of the Power of Religion among them. 
The Account of the Church of Scotland 7s 
ſhort, and cannot give the Reader a full Idea 
of a national Conſtitution, that is thought by 
many to be inferior to none of that Kind. 


there bas been a Pampblet publiſhed, entituled, 


a 


that they being from one of my low and obſcure 


had greater Advantages in Education and 


Cod of their Life, from whom all the Bleſſings 


part of that Book was made over a Bottle by 


The Obſervations about the Church of En g- 
land, are well grounded : But what Regard 
can be ſhewn them, ſeeing for many Years paſt 
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A Letter to the People of England, about the 
Church of England's withdrawing from the 
Principles of the Reformation; and tis obſerved 
that no Anſwer has appear d. But Tought to re- 
call, as it were, what I ſaid in the Beginning 
of this Paragraph, ſeeing that Pamphlet may 
be juſtly ſaid to be unanſwerable, which mine 
dares not claim, except as to the Facts which 
are flubborn Thi "go, and equally ſtrong 21 any 
Hand. 

The Vices of the Laity and Clergy are 700 
open to be denied: The Mourners for their own 
Sins and of this wicked Nation, have Reaſon 
more and more to pray for Men of Spirit and 
Grace to be raiſed up, as in ſome former Ages, 
15 contend earneſtly for the firſt Principles of the 
* Reformation, which now in a great Meaſure are 
falling to the Ground. 

The three next Numbers, are upon ſert= 
ous and important Subjects; and, if the Con- 
et ences of the Readers are ſatisfied that they 
are agreeeble to Scripture, they ought to be 
weighed and conſidered accordingly, and the 
Meanneſs of the Author be over looked. 

The Reader will ſee the Reaſons of my taking 
the Liberty to ſpeak upon theſe important Matters 
in Page 137, 142. 

That which is ſaid in Relation to the 
Church of Rome, may be thought at preſent , 
very ſeaſonable, after an Invaſion defign- 
ed by that perfidious Nation, that has been 


long 
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1 of divine Providence for our Defence and 
- Safety. 

ue Hob: into the V Ser ihren, 
wwe find that the Sins of the People of Iſrael 


up into the Power of their Enemies; there- 
fore we have great Need to return to the Lord 
by true Repentance and real Reformation, that 
our Iniquities may not be our Ruin: 

The Nation, feems to all ſerious Chriſtians, to 


'F ned Judgments, we go on in groſs Sabbath- 
| Breaking, profane Swearing in our Streets, 


Drunkennefs, Luxury, and Contempt of God, 
that were deteſted in this Nation at the Refor- 


I the Goſpel is known, 
= *Tis left to the Conſciences of 2 in Autho- 
13 rity to confider whether they by their Negli- 
gence in their Office, and their own bad Exam- 
ple, do not greatly contribute to the Impiety and 
Tmmorality that reigns among us: and which, 
if Mercy prevent not, will be our Ruin. 
I conclude with praying, that God may make 


2 


lug the great Difturber of Europe, had been 
diſappointed by the remarkable Inter peftion 


were the only Reaſon. of God's delivering them 


be unaccountably ſtupid and wicked, when, after 
fo many providential Deliverances, and threat- 


and abominable and . bare-faced Lewdneſs, 


mation from Popery ; which are now a great Diſ- 
honour to God, and a Reproach to a Land where ' 


this mean Attempt for our Reformation of ſome 


on 


The PRE FACE. =: 
1% and engage thoſe, who have been hi- 


© therto Strangers to the Power of the Grace 
s God, and unconcerned about their Souls, 


| 4 and true Religion, to a ſerious Confideration of 


ebeir dangerous Condition; and that by Prayer 
and fincere Repentance they may, forſake Sin, 
and turn unto the Lord; and may, by the 
en of God, be led into the Knowledge of 
be Scriptures, which are able to make them 
3 wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith, whzch is 
1 in Chriſt Re eſus. 2 


N e ee J. B. 
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Page 5. line 9. for Conditions, read Condition. p. 
Ji. l. 7. for has, read have. For Church-Wardens, 
P. 7.1. 9. read Elders: As alſo in p. 8. I. 2. and in 
P. 9. J. 30. and in p. 10. J. 15, and 18. P. 9. l. 1. 
aſter Words, add, or to this Purpoſe. p. 1. J. 10, af- 
ter Morals, add, and Piety. p. 14. 0. 25. after all, 
read ſome of. p. 19. l. 31. read many of the Church, 
P. 20,1.28, read many of the People. P. 28. J. 28. 
read repeat for read. F. 53. 1. 4. dele to be. P. 
78. for extentive read extenſive. P. 101. J. 27, 
read to mind. P. 104. 1. 30. For unthinkful read 


FZunthinking. P. 110 J. 12. for Obſcurity, read Obſce- 
nity. P. 125 J. 26. add of. 
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12 Brief Enquiry. into a Book, inti- 
zlea,: I Eloquence. 


1 : 
Readers, entituled, Scorch Preſ- 


bad ſome Thoughts of honour- 
ing it with a full Anſwer : But being informed 
by ſome good Judges, that the whole Scope of it 
was levelled againſt God and Religion in general, 

rather than againſt any Abſurdities which may 
have crept into any particular Church, I altered 
my Reſolution, and determined rather to follow 
the Advice of King Hezekiab, (Iſaiab xxxvi. 22.) 
which was, Not to anſwer blaſphemous Rabſpa- 
Gy oY. God himſelf having heard the Blaſphemies 
B #. vented 


ns among a certain Sort of 


N -zyterean Eloquence, &c. I once 
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vented by that Miſcreant againſt himſelf, and his 
profane Clamours againft his People of 1/rael, he 
charges both Rabſhakeh and his Maſter, and ſends 
his deftroying Angel to cut off the whole Aſſyrian 


Army. From which Paſſage of Scripture I beg 


Leave to obſerve, that any Perſon who employs or 
encourages another to commit Sin, viz. Blaſ- 
pheming, Swearing or Perjury, Murdering, Whore- 
ing, Drinking, profaning the Sabbath, deſpiſing 
Divine Ordinances, diſturbing the Peace of Soci- 
ety, or any other Vice whatſoever, may expect that 
God will inflict equal Puniſhment upon them, with 
the Actors of that Immorality committed, as he 


charged Senacherab, who no Doubt had encoura- 
raged his Servant to make his Boaſt againſt 


God: The abovementioned blaſphemous Railer 
ought to think of the Fate of Rabſhakeb, whom he 
ſo much reſembles; and all other Clamourers 
againft Religion, either from the Preſs, or in pri- 


vate Converfation, ought to fear left God himſelf 


Swe them a more effectual and more terrible An- 
ſwer than any human Pen can draw up. It may 
be here objected, that the Author of the above 
ſcurrilous Libel has offered to prove his Aſſertions, 
which may appear a Preſumption in his Favour, 


and make it probable that he knew this to be in 


his Power. But it may be anſwered, that he 


makes himſelf a Lyar in the ſame Paſſage; for 


he declares that there was nobody concerned with 
him, yet offers to prove ſome of his well-bred 
 Aﬀertions by Thouſands concerned. Whether 
he could prove his Aſſertions or not, he has taken 


Care to manage it ſo, that nobody ſhould oblige 
- XY him -- 


* 
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3 him to prove them unleſs he pleaſed ; having 
| prudently kept his Name to himſelf, as a Secret 
he did not think the Publick worthy of : A Part 
of his Proceedings that, like the reſt, has no great 
Air of Candor with it. He has taken Care to 
<4 put together a Sett of Circumſtances, which have 
a plauſible Appearance and Face of Probability 
names Perſons and Places, but either keeps us en- 
tirely in the Dark as to the Chronology of his 
ridiculous hiſtorical Fragments, or when he does 
mention Dates, gives us ſuch as are plainly incon- 
ſiſtent ,with Truth; which may juſtly bring the 
Veracity of all the Particulars related by him un- 
der Suſpicion, He generally dates his Paſſages 
“ laſt Year ; and his Book being printed in 
1738, the Reader muſt conclude “ laſt Tear to 
mean 1737. But where ſhall we find a King 
Charles, Fames, William, a Mrs. Dixon, a Welch, 
a Cargill, a Monerief, Pentland Hills or Magus. 
moore Preachings, in 1737. Let therefore the 
candid Reader from this Sample judge of the 1] 
whole Stock, I mean, of this favourite Author's 1 
Sincerity and Love of Truth. 

Thus much may ſerve as an Introduction to 
ſome following Particulars; the Author of Presby- 
2 terean Eloquence, &c. and his Book being, in my 

humble Opinion, more deſerving, the firſt of the 


Honour of a Drubbing, and the other of a Bog- 
hoyſe, than of a fer Anſwer. 
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U. An Account of the DoSrine, 2 
ſhip, Diſcipline and Government of 
the Church of Scotland. 


N OW therefore intend, with the Reader's 
good Leave, to give a brief View of the Doc- 
trine, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Government of the 
Church of Scotland, that the Candid and Inge- 
nuous may judge, whether they are deſerving of 
the Ridicule of Fops, Wits, Rakes, Authors of 
Presbyterean Eloquence, &c. or rather, whether 
for Purity and Conformity to the twofold Pattern 
for all Churches, viz. the Holy Scriptures, and 
the Practice of the Apoſtles, the Church of Scot- 
land is not much to be preferred to other Chuch- 
ges, which have never the more cf the above Ad- 
vantages, but the leſs, for their being incumbered 
and over-loaded with pompous and oftentatious 
Ceremony. | 
The Doctrines preached by the Clergy of the 
Church of Scotland are drawn from Scripture, and 
may be ſumm'd up under the following Heads. 


S574 
1 


1. The e of the Covenant of Redemp- 


[ 4 WE |: tion, tranſacted from Eternity between God the Ta- 
| ther and God the Son, for the Satuation of Man- 
kind. 


2. Of tbe Covenant of Works between God and 
the Repreſentative of Mankind in Bis my of In- 


Noce . 
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3. Of the Fall of Adam, by which this Cove- 

nant was broken, and of the miſerable State to which 
the whole Race was reduced by the Fall. 
4. Of the glorious and ſublime Revelation of 4 
Method of Redemption by Feſus Chriſt. 

'5. Of the Conditions offered in the Goſpel, by 
which Mankind are intitled to Salvation. This 
Subject they treat of under the Title of the Cove- 
nant of Grace z and the Conditions of it they de- 
clare to be Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; the Fruits of 
which is Repentance for paſt Sins, and earneſt 
Endeavours after perfect Obedience. 

6. Of the Duties of Morality, whoſe Obligation 
is indiſpenſable and eternal, Which were fulfilled by 
Feſus Chriſt himſelf ; and which, though neceſſary 
and conditional, are no Way meritorious. 

7. Of the Nature of Sin, and its Aggravations, 

8. Of Inventions of Men in Religion, their Con- 
trariety to Scripture, and their pernicious Tendency 
to divert the Minds of the People from ihe ſpiritual 
and internal Part of Religion and Devotion, to ex- 
ternal Ceremony and oftentatious Obſervances. 

9. Of future Rewards and Puniſhments, their 
Nature and Proofs from Scripture and Reaſon, &c. 


1 When the Father of a Child expreſſes his De- 
ſire to have his Child baptized, the Miniſter exa- 
mines him as to the Knowledge of the Prineiples 
of Religion, the Nature of the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm, and the Duty of a Parent to his Child. 
And if he is a Chriſtian, and under no open 
Scandal, he takes upon himſelf alone the proper 
Yows and Engagements, to bring up his Child in 

— the 


. A An 


the Principles of Chriſtianity, to teach him his 
Duty to the beſt of his Knowledge, and to ſhew 
him a good Example. If the Father is under any 
notorious Scandal, then Sponſors are required; 
but they do not think it neceſſary upon any other 
Account to oblige the Parent of a Child to find 
out two or three People who are willing to take 
upon them Vows and Engagements they never 
intend, nor perhaps will have in their Power, to- 
perform or ſee performed, or who are willing to 
engage to do that for him, which he himſelf is 
much the propereſt Perſon both to engage for 
and to perform. For the Opinion of the Peo- 
ple of Scotland, it ſeems, is, that if the Father 
and Minifter of the Pariſh. neglect the Education 
of the Child, to the Care of which the one is en- 
gaged by natural Affection, and the other by Re- 
ligion and a Senſe of his Duty; that then the Edu- 
cation of ſuch a Child is not likely to be much 
minded by any indifferent Perſon; as accordingly 
we ſee it comes to paſs in a certain Country That 
ſhall be nameleſs. 

Their Manner of Celebrating the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper is as follows: 

Such Perſons as deſign to partake of it, are 
firſt examined privately by the Miniſter of the Pa- 
riſh, concerning their Knowledge of the Intention 
and Signification of that holy Ordinance, and are 
taught to conſider it as an Inſtitution intended. for 
commemorating the Death of our Saviour Jeſus 

Chriſt, and that the Receiving it ought to be intend- 
ed, by the Partaker, as a publick Profeſſion of his 
. Belief in Jeſus Chriſt the Inſtitutor of it. The 


Miniſter 
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Miniſter likewiſe teaches them what are the pro- 
per Diſpoſitions for celebrating that ſolemn Ordi- 
nance, and what they are thereby engaged to in 
their future Lives, Sc. Perſons of a Character 
notoriouſly profane or ſcandalous are refuſed Ad- 
mittance; but thoſe, whoſe Lives are not any Way 
openly wicked, and has a competent Meaſure of 
Knowledge, receive from the Miniſter a Ticket to 
be returned to one of the Church-wardens, before 
they receive the Sacrament. As they celebrate 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper but once in 
half a Year or a Year, they therefore take Occa- 
ſion to make greater Preparation for it than could 
be uſed, if they celebrated it as often as they do 
in England. They therefore appropriate the 
Wedneſday or Thurſday immediately preceding the 
Sabbath appointed for the Solemnity, to Faſting, 
Prayer and hearing Diſcourſes from the Pulpit 
ſuitable to the Occaſion; and likewiſe the Satur- 
day's Forenoon to Hearing the Word of God, as 
a ſuitable Opportunity of Preparation for the 
Work of the next Day. When the Sabbath is 
come, the Miniſter of the Pariſh makes a Diſ- 
courſe ſuitable to the Occaſion ; after which, he 
proceeds to point out the Qualifications neceſſary 
to worthy Receiving, and diſcharges all ſuch as 
are conſcious that they have them not, or are of 
Characters or Diſpoſitions contrary to thoſe he 
mentions, from approahing the Table of the Lord, 
or profaning the holy Ordinance, Afterwards he. 
reads the Inftitution, and conſecrates the Elements, 
and gives them to the Communicants who fit 
neareſt to the Place where he ſtands, and they are 
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afterwards handed round to the reſt by the Church- 
wardens. While the Communicants are receiving 
the Sacrament, the Miniſter aſſiſts their Medita- 
tions, by ſuggeſting to them ſuch Thoughts as 
are- proper for them to employ their Minds upon 
at the Time, When thoſe, who have firſt fat 
down at the Table, have received, they are, - 
after a ſhort Exhortation, diſmiſſed, and others, 
who have not yet received, ſucceed them. The 
Communion Tables generally reach from one End. 
of the Church to the other, and fill up the Area. 

The Communicants receive the Sacrament ſitting, 
as the Diſciples received it from the Hands of 
our Saviour himſelf; not kneeling, being the 
proper Poſture of Prayer; whereas "they are then 
ſuppoſed to be Feaſting ; at which it is not uſual 

for People to chuſe any Poſture but Sitting. The 
Solemnity of the Sabbath being over, they ſet. 
apart the Monday following, as a publick Thankſ- 
giving, for hearing the Word of God, and prai- 
ſing him for the Opportunity of partaking of his 
holy Ordinance, And thus the whole Solemnity 
1s concluded. 

Their Manner of Celebrating Marriages is 
this: After the purpoſed Marriage is publiſhed 
three ſeveral Sundays at the Pariſh Churches to 
which the Parties belong, and no Objection is 
made, they wait upon the Miniſter, and both 
ſtanding before him, after a ſhort Diſcourſe upon 
the Nature of the Inſtitution, and the Duties of 
warried Perſons, and a ſhort Prayer for the Bleſ- 
fing of God, which only can render the Marriage 
happy, the Parties are deſired to join Hands, and 


follow 
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follow the Miniſter in theſe Words, which are 
ſpoken firſt by the Man, viz. « Even ſo I take 
<« her, whom I have by the Hand, to be my law- 
« ful and married Wife; and I folemnly promiſe 
c before God and theſe Witneſſes, that I will con- 
4 tinue a loving and tender Husband to her, [the 
Woman in Place of theſe Words ſays, a loving and 
obedient Wife to him] till it ſhall pleaſe God to 
<« ſeparate us by Death.” The Miniſter then de- 
clares them married Perſons, adding theſe Words 
from Scripture, © whom God hath joined W 
let no Man put aſunder.” 


The Eccleſiaſtical Courts in Scotland are the fol- 


lowing, viz. Seſſions, which conſiſt of the Mini- 
ſter of each Pariſh, and the Elders, or Church- 


wardens. They judge of all Matters of Scandal- 
within the Pariſh, and order the Diſtribution of 


the Money for the Poor, &c. The Presbytery is 


the next above Seſſions : They conſiſt of Eighteen 


or Twenty Miniſters of a Neighbourhood, and 
one ruling Elder from each Pariſh. They meet 
once a Month, generally ſpeaking, and judge of 
all Eccleſiaſtical Matters within hos Circle, as 
providing for vacant Pariſhes, c. Synods con- 
ſiſt of the whole Clergy of one or two Counties, 
and decide all Matters referred to them by Presby- 
teries. Appeals are made from them to the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, the Supreme Eccleſiaſtical Court 


of the Church of Scotland. It conſiſts of four 


Miniſters and two Church-wardens from every 
Presbytery in Scotland; and a Commiſſioner is ſent 
by the King, who ſits in it upon a Throne, and 
repreſents his Majeſty's Perſon. They meet at 

| | Edinburgh 
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Edinburgh every Year in May, and judge of all 
Matters brought before them relating to the Set- 
tlement of vacant Pariſhes, the Behaviour of Mi- 
niſters, Profeſſors in Univerſities, Sc. What they 
cannot diſpatch within the uſual Time of their Sit- 
ting, they leave to be decided by a Court called 
the Commiſſion, which meets four Times a Year. 


Each Court has the Power of Appointing Faſts | 


and Thankſgivings within its own Circle. The 
general Aſſembly takes in the whole Nation. All 
Courts have their Chair filled by a Preſident called 
the Moderator, choſen by a Majority, 
The Method of Filling up vacant Pariſhes is 
this: When a Pariſh has been ſome Time vacant, 
the Church-wardens apply to the Presbytery, and 
of the Candidates who offer themſelves one is 
choſen by the Votes of the Majority of Landlords, 
Church-wardens, and Heads of Families. In Scot- 
land there is a Right of Patronage to every Pa- 
riſh ; but they endeavour, if poſſible, to ſettle the 
Pariſhes otherwiſe ; for they conſider it as a very 
great Hardſhip, that one Perſon, who perhaps 
does not reſide in the Pariſh, or if he does, per- 
haps never comes to Church, ſhould have the 
Power of impoſing upon or 
Thouſands of People, whoſe Souls are èach of 
them as precious as the Patrons, a Spiritual Guide, 
from whoſe Labours they are likely to receive 
ne Benefit. The Contentions betwixt the Patrons 
and People often run very high, and keep ſome 
Pariſhes vacant for ſeveral Years. 
Their Manner of conferring Holy Orders is 
pretty much as follows : The Candidate, after 


paſſing 
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paſſing his Courſe at an Univerſity, and ſtudying 
Divinity ſix Years, is admitted to ſeveral Exami- 
nations by the Presbytery where he reſides, upon 
his Knowledge in Divinity, Church Hiſtory, Phi- 
loſophy, Claſſical Learning, Sc. If they find 
him ſo ignorant and illiterate as likely to be 
a Diſgrace to the ſacred Function, they remand 
him to his Studies for a certain Term of Years. 
If they judge him duly qualified, as to Learning 
and Morals, they order him to preach before 
them ſo many Times from Texts of Scripture they 
appoint him; and, if they approve of his Doctrine 
and Manner, they give him Orders, by laying on of 
the Hands of the whole Presbytery. 
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III. 4 | brief Fe ew of ſome Particu- 


 larities in the Church of England. 


N my former Paper 1 have given a ſhart Ac- 
I count of the State and Rules of the Church of 


Scotland: In this I intend to ſet before the Reader 


a View of ſome few Particulars in the Warſhip, 
Government, &c. of the Church of England. 
This I deſign to do in the free Spirit and Manner 


which uſually appear in the Writings or Conver- 


fation of Men, who utter or publiſh their Thoughts 
merely for the Sake of a ſincere Regard to Truth 
and not to any Sect or Party whatever. 

The firſt Particular I ſhall mention is, the Prac- 
tice of Croſſing in Baptiſm, which is ſomething 
into the Bargain, like Moſes's ſtricking the Rock 
twice, when he was ordered to ſtrike it but once. 
For this we have not the leaſt Shadow of Autho- 
rity from Scripture, as far as I could ever hear of. 
Crofling is indeed greatly practiſed among the 
Papiſts, whoſe laudable Example the Church of 
England muſt be owned to follow in many In- 
ſtances; on which Account the Church of Scet- 
land, (whoſe Purity from the Remains of that 
oſtentatious and ceremonious Religion, exceeds 
that of all the Reformed Churches) is not like to 
be ſuddenly reconciled with that of England. The 


Cuſtom 
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Cuſtom of obliging the Parents to find Sureties, 
called God-fathers and God-mothers, (upon which 
I touched before) is certainly nothing leſs than 
impoſing a needleſs and uſeleſs Difficulty upon Pa- 
rents, which has bad Effects much oftner than 


good ones. I would gladly know what any Man, 


| beſides the Clergy, can have to do with the Edu- 
cation of any body's Children but his own. If 
one happens to have a very large Circle. of Ac- 


quaintance, and liberal to Nurſes and Midwives, | 
he cannot eſcape ſtanding God-father to perhaps 


forty or fifty Children; and if he reſolves to diſ- 
charge the Duty he engages in for every one of 
them, he muſt ſet up a Boarding School, that he 
may have them under his Care and Tuition 3 and 
if he reſolves to negle&t the Care he has vowed 
to perform for them, we all know what Sort of a 
Sin the Breach of Vows (eſpecially a deliberate and 
: reſolved Breach) is to be reckoned ; and I appeal 
to Thouſands in England, if they are not more con- 
. cerned to find out Perſons to ſtand God- fathers and 
God -mothers for their Children, that will pay their 
Mid wives and Nurſes, than ſuch as will make 
Conſcience of taking Care of their Child; from 
which I beg Leave to obſerve, that it is a very 
complaiſant Way of picking Pockets. But ſup- 


poſing, at a moderate and equal Computation, that 


any two married Men, who have an equal Num- 
ber of Children, ſhould agree to ſtand God-fathers 
for one another's Children; what would be the 
Effect? Why truly, the one engages for the Edu- 
cation of his Neighbour's fix Children, beſides 
that of his own fix; and the other in Return en- 


gages 
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gages for the Education of his Family, beſides 
his own; (conſequently both theſe Parents are en- 
gaged by Vows for the Education 'of twice as 
many Children as the Laws of Nature and Reli- 
gion have bound them to engage for. If 
I engage for my Neighbour, and he for me, 1 
would fain know what more Security is given, 
than if each of us engaged for himſelf, 
As to the Form of adminiſtring the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper. The gaudy Ornaments 
of the Communion Table, the glaring Pic- 
ture of our Saviour and his Diſciples, with the Diſ- 
courſe uſual at that Ordinance, do not ſeem to 
mein the leaſt to ſuit the original Intention of 
nt, or to be a tolerable Imitation of the Simpli- 
city of ur Saviour's Manner of Life, and that of 
' his>Apoltles, which I ſuppoſe they did not depart 
from on the Occaſion of the Inſtitution of the 
holy Supper, more than at other Times. But 
the Kneeling at the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, the Sign of the Craſs in Baptiſm; the Sacerdotal 
Robes, Bowing to the Eaſt, the Words Prieft, Altar, 
&cc. &c. &c. are, in my Opinion, neither more nor 
leſs than the Remains af that Religion ſo much pre- 
tended to be abhorred and abjured by all the 
open of the Church of England, I mean, Popery. 
Another Particular, I think, highly exception- 
able' is, that the Clergy of the Church of England 
make no Scruple of marrying People whom 
they know nothing at all of, merely upon what 
they call a Licence; that is, upon People's getting 
A Diſpenſation to do by a Licence what is very 
licentious 
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licentious to do, and what might juſt as well be 
done without any Licence; for a Licence to do 
what is unlawful, or highly improper, is only a 
Licence from thoſe that have no Power to diſpenſe 
with Right and Wrong, or to make that lawful 
or proper which is not ſo of itſelf ; which is on- 
ly mocking God, Religion, and the Laws of So- 
ciety, and deceiving a Man's own Conſcience, 
It is well known that a Licence does not make a 
Treaty of Marriage one Whit more publick than 
it would be without one. And if fo, how can 
any Clergyman be ſure, that the Perſons he mar- 
ries, merely upon the Credit of a Licence, are 
not within the forbidden Degrees of Conſangui- 
nity, or that they are not both Perſons formerly 
married, which accordingly often happens. 
Another very noted Practice you have, viz, gi- 
ving and receiving a Ring, as if the Oath of God 
was not of itſelf ſufficient to engage the Parties 
to the Duty of Matrimony. And ſome I have 
heard talk ſo ignorant, as if without a Ring they 
could not be judged married Perſons. But by the 
by Il obferve that this Practice helps much to en- 
creaſe the Trade of the Goldſmiibs in England; fa 
that they will be ready to call out, as did the Men 
of Ala, Great is the Goddeſs Diana of Epheſus, 
great is the Need for Gold Rings to confirm the Deed . 
of Matrimony. To which I anſwer, the Gold- 
Rings has as much Virtue to confirm the Deed of 
_ Matrimony, as the Silver Shrines had to make 

the ſaid Goddeſs Diana live, breathe, and act 
like a Goddeſs. 15 | 


Many 
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Many Things may no Doubt be ſaid both 


againſt Forms of Prayer in general, and againſt 


thoſe of the Church of England in particular. As 


that ſet Forms have a natural Tendency to cool 
the Devotions of an Audience; that they are tire- 
ſome to the Ear by the frequent Repetition of 
them; that there can be no Form invented that 
will take in and fully expreſs all the Exigencies 
of Chriſtians; that if any Form, that is not 
verbatim in Scripture, may be uſed, then every 
Form may be uſed, and conſequently that 
any Form the Miniſter of any Pariſh pleaſes to 
uſe is the beſt; for he ought beſt to under- 
ſtand the Caſe of his Congregation, I mean, when 
he has but one Congregation to take Care of; 


that, generally ſpeaking, there is ſome ſingle Vice 


or Sett of Vices prevailing over every particular 
Place, and likewiſe ſome particular Miſery or Ca- 
lamity, which requires the Prayers of that Con- 


gregation to be reſtricted to one Subject; that no 


Form of Prayer can pleaſe every particular Perſon, 
fo as he may freely join with it; and as there is 
no Poſſibility of getting any Alteration made, 
every Perſon that is not ſo happy as to agree with 
the whole Form of Prayers in the Church, muſt 
be diſguſted as often as the Part he takes Excep- 


tion at is read; but, if the Prayers were compoſed 


by the Miniſter of every Pariſh, every ſingle 


Hearer might take the Liberty of deſiring what 


diſpleaſed him to be altered. To all theſe Rea- 
ſons againſt Forms of Prayer there is, as far as I 
have heard, but one to put in the oppoſite 


Scale, and that but a very light one, viz. That 


a Form of Prayer, compoſcd by the whole Church, 


is 


. 
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is a Security againſt the Danger of a weak or in- 
ſufficient Clergyman's putting up to God Petiti- 
ons of a ridiculous or improper Kind, Burt if 
all Biſhops, in conferring Orders, would have a 
| ſtrict Regard to the Characters and Abilities of 

thoſe they grant them to, this Objection would 
fall to the Ground. And it is hard that, through 
their Negligence or Venality, a Church ſhould be 
ſubjected to ſuch a conſiderable and incurable 
Inconvenience, as a fixed and unalterable Form of 
Prayer. 

Theſe are ſome of is Objections againſt Forms 
of Prayer in general. To hint at a few which 
may be made againſt that of the Church of Eng- 
land; the ſaying of ſome Prayers ſo often 
every Day muſt be very tireſome to any Au— 
dience, and can be no way juſtified from Reaſon ; 
for the Worſhip or Service of one Forenoon or 
Afternoon ought to be one complete regular 
Piece; but ſurely that, which has in it ſeveral Re- 
petitions of the ſame Thing, cannot be regular 
or perfect; for all Repetitions are Superfluities, 
and Superfluities are directly contrary to the No- 
tion of Regularity or Perfection, being only fit 
to be lopped off; whereas in a perfect Piece, whe- 
ther in Architecture, Poetry, Painting or Muſick, 
there ought to be nothing more than juſt enough, 
much leſs any Thing that ought to be lopped 
off. Another very pretty Conceit is, after the 
Parſon has been praying perhaps for half an Hour 
together, he breaks off all on a ſudden, and- lays, 
Let us pray;” and then to it he goes again 
Tooth and Nail, as if he meant, We have been 


C praying 


« 
. 
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praying all this while after 4 Manner, but now 


„c let us pray in Larne. 


Sometimes he ſeems 


to be Praying, for a good while together, ſtand- 


# 


ing, and at laſt he plumps down upon his Knees 
to ſay the reſt of it: As if the Majeſty of Hea- 
ven ought not to be at all Times addreſſed with 
equal Humility; or, as if the God, whom he 
addreſſes at the Beginning of his Prayer, was not 
as great at firſt as at laſt. As for the Manner in 
the Cathedrals, of ſinging ſo many of the Prayers 
in a Sort of bad Recitativo, it has no more Hold 
of Common Senſe than the Way of Fighting, 
or making Love, in Quavers and Crotchets in 
the Halian Operas, of which 1 it is a wretched Imi- 
tation. 

In comparing the Doctrine and Pes of 
the Church of England with thoſe of Scotland, I 
find one material Difference between them, viz. 
That in Scotland they keep holy Days, and in Eng- 
gland they keep none. This, at firſt, I know will 


ſeem a Paradox; and the Reader will probably 


think I ought to have placed the above Sentence 
quite the oppoſite Way. But I ſhall preſently, I 
hope, convince him, that what I have aſſerted is 
in my Power to make out. I ſuppoſe it will be 
granted me, that to Keep a Day holy, and to keep 
a holy Day, ought to be the all ſame : And if ſo, I 
infiſt that in England many keep no holy Days; for 
I am ſure they keep never a Day in all the Year 
holy; and in Scotland they keep fifty two holy 
Days in every Year, for they keep every Sunday 
in the Year holy. Indeed, if the Word holy and 
the Word * were of any Afﬀinity of 
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Signification, or if a holy Day ought to be only 
another Word for a merry Day, then the Engliſh 
+ may be faid to keep holy Days moſt religiouſly. 
| But, as I have been always accuſtomed to think 
/ Holineſs at leaſt altogether different, if not di- 
rectly oppoſite to Mirth; and, as I do not find 
that any of the Saints in Scripture gave themſelves 
up to Mirth ; on theſe Accounts I cannot look 
upon the Manner of keeping holy Days in Eng- 
land, as much more or leſs than a Burleſque or 
Ridicule upon Religion. I am not at all againſt 
moderate Mirth, provided it be innocent (which 
cannot by any Means be ſaid of our Enghſp Ho- 
| liday Mirth) or if it were practiſed upon any 

other than Holidays. For it ſeems to me unrea- 

\ ſonable to the laſt Degree to pretend to do Ho- 
nour to the Memory of a Set of ſevere Recluſes of 
rigid Philoſopers, (as the Saints were) by dedicat- 
ing the Anniverſaries of their Births, or, which 1s 
ſtill worſe, of their Deaths and Martyrdoms, to 
Feaſting, to Muſick, to Gaming, to Revelling and 
Debauchery. Indecd, if we intended to celebrate 
Days to the Memory of Venus, Bacchus, Mars, or Fu- 
piter, who were feigned to take Delight in Whoring, 
Drinking, and Bullying, we ſhould go exactly 
the Way to Work, with our Drinking Matches, 
our Feaſts and our Gamings. Therefore, contras 
_ riwiſe, Sobriety, Acts of Religion, and Charity, 
are the natural Ways of celebrating the Memory 
of Saints; and, next to thoſe Ways, not to keep 
them at all is the beſt, and much preferable to 
the Manner uſed by the Church of England; of 
which at the ſame Time the People of that Church 
93 S are 
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are extremely proud, and much Good may it do 


them. In private Houſes the Employment of Ho- 


lidays is how to get a good Dinner dreſſed for 
the Company. Bakers, Butchers, and other 
Dealers in Proviſion, are buſier then than all the 
Year beſides. Coffee-houſes and Taverns crouded. 
Shops half ſhut indeed, but that in all Appear- 
ance more to keep out Day-light, and give Deal- 
ers an Opportunity of cheating their Cuſtomers, 
than any Thing elſe ; for Buſineſs goes on within 
as freely on holy as on profane Days. The Fa- 


| thers of the Church themſelves are to be found 


chiefly at thoſe Times giving or receiving Viſits, 


eating, drinking, and making merry; with no more 


Thought of the poor departed Saints, than if they 


had never been born, or than People commonly 
have of their Friends, when they are dead and 
rotten. The Subjects of the Converſation where 
they are, will, I doubt, be found to ſavour of any 


Thing elſe more than Religion. That Order of 


Men being generally willing to avoid the Pedantry 
of talking in the Way of their Buſineſs, that is, 
of Religious Matters, make themſelves common- 
ly Maſters of the reigning Subjects in Politicks, 
or other merely ſecular Affairs, and uſually lead 
the Converſation, in moſt Companies, where 
there happens to be none of their Betters. 

If ſuch, then, be the Method of keeping Holy- 
days in the Church of England, the People of that 
Church can never, of all Things in the World, 
be ſaid to keep them to God; but to their Luſts 


and Appetites, or to the Devil himſelf they may 


juſtly be ſaid to keep them. The Apoſtle Paul 


P 
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ſpeaks very plainly upon this Subject, where he 
ſays, He that regardeth not the Day to the 
Lord, regardeth it not.” Or had better not 
regard it at all, ſince, if he do not regard 
it to God, he muſt regard it to ſomething worſe. 
And in another Place he reaſons with the Galati- 
ans after this Manner: But now, after ye have 
* known God, Sc. how turn ye again to the weak. 
« and beggarly Elements, whereunto ye deſire again 
« to be in Bondage? Ye obſerve Days and 
„Months, and Times and Tears.“ Upon Ac- 
count of their Fondneſs for outward Obſervances 
and idle Ceremonies, which they put in the Place 
of true Religion, he fays, he is “afraid that he 
e had beſtowed upon them Labour in vain.” As 
if he had once prevailed upon them to lay their 
Superſtitions aſide, and that they wanted to inflaye | 
themſelves to them again. 

I know ſome are of Opinion, that it ſignifies 
not much whether theſe ſame Holidays or Saints 
Days be kept well or ill, or wiſely or fooliſhly, or 
merrily or madly ; the Buſineſs of Saints Days 
being all but a Piece of Childrens Play at beſt, 
from Beginning to End. The Anſwer to this is 
a very weighty one, and is partly touched upon 
elſewhere in theſe Papers. It is this: That if the 
Keeping of Saints Days were no worſe than a 
Piece of meer childiſh Folly, it would deſerve no 
other Notice to be taken of it than to be laugh'd 
at, But this is not the worſt of it; it is miſ- 

chievous as well as ridiculous. I ſay, both this and 
- all other ſuperſtitious Obſervances are extremely 

miſchievous and prejudicial to the Intereſt of real 
E 3 Religion 
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Religion; as they naturally and neceſſarily draw 

aſide the Attention and Regard of the Ignorant, 
from Faith and Practice to Ceremony and. Super- 

ſtition; teach the Weak and Narrow- minded, 
which are by far the greateſt Number of Man- 
kind, to neglect the © greater Works of the Law, 
« Judgment, Juſtice and Mercy,” and to imagine 
they have done enough when they have “ paid 
„ Tithes of Mint and Aniſe, and Cummin ; 
& when they have faſted twice a Week, ſaid long 
« Prayers in the Synagogues, and done Alms to 
« be ſeen of Men,” Sc. It is the Opinion of 
ſome judicious Divines, ſupported by Scripture, 
that God delivered to the Fews their Ceremonial 
Law' much for a Puniſhment of the Hardneſs of 
their Hearts; for that People were exceſſively 
given to Superſtition, and therefore God, to 
puniſh their inſatiable Deſire for Ceremonies, 

laid upon them ſuch a Weight of them, as was 
a Burden to them, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks; in the 
ſame Manner as he puniſhed their gluttonous Ap- 
petite for Fleſh : But obſerve, that while the 
Meat was in their Mouths, God's Wrath came upon 
them. But to return, I was faying that ſome are 
of Opinion, that the Obſervance of the Holidays 
is at beſt but a Matter of Moonſhine, a fiddle- 
faddle Kind of a Buſineſs, or much to do about 
nothing, Whatever they may think about Holi- 
days, I hope they will allow, that the Obſervation 
of the Sabbath 1s no trivial Matter, and that a 
Law fo expreſs, ſo ſtrict, and ſo full, as“ remem- 
„ ber the Sabbath- day to keep it holy,” Sc. is not 
to be trifled with, but by People who might think 


it 
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it could be ſafe to play with burning Thunder- 
bolts, or to dance upon the Brink of the bottom- 
lefs Pit. I hope nobody will pretend that the 
Sabbath is kept in any Meaſure holy here, by ma- 
ny People in London, or that it 1s any Way to be 
known from the other Days of the Week, but by 
the following Particulars ; none of which, except 
the laſt, has any the leaſt Reliſh of Holineſs or 
Religion in it. 

I. Whercas in private Houſes 1 middle Rank, the 
Dinner on Working-days conſiſts only of one Diſh, 
Sunday is generally ſolemnized with two or three: 
And in the Houſes of the lower Sort of People, the 
Sabbath Day is remembered and kept with ſome 
hot Meat, ſtrong Beer, and, perhaps after, a Dram. 

II. The Streets, Fields, Sc. are crouded with Mul. aa 
titudes of ſuch as in a Manner ſet the back * 
apart for giving and receiving Viſits, or paying 
Compliments to others; not that I am againſt 
People's Waiting upon Friends when neceſſary, 
or that I think a Perſon cannot be exerciſed in a 
Way of Duty, when on Horſeback, in a Coach, 
Walking alone or in Company; but becauſe I fee 
ſo many People who make it their common Prac- 
tice to ſpend the Sabbath after this Manner, as if 
they had ſome Time or other dedicated themſelves 
for that Purpoſe : And. many of ſuch would take 
it very ill, if any Perſon ſhould ſay to them that 
they have been profaning the Sabbath, and not 
ſanctifying or reverencing it. 

III. Whereas ſome ofthe lower Mechanicks make 
a Practice of getting drunk now and then on 
Working Days, they more generally agree to 


\, honour Sunday by that irreligious Obſervar ce; 
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And to ſhew how high their Reverence for that 


ſacred Day is, many of them uſually even ce- 


lebrate Monday likewiſe with equal Reverence and 
Religion ; as many of the Maſter Mechanicks can 
teſtify, who never ſee ſeveral of their Journey-men 
on Monday, they being engaged in the Obſerva- 
tion of that Day by a drunken Fit, doubtleſs from 
the ſame Religious Principle, which prompts them 
to obſerve Sunday in the Manner they do. 
IV. Whereas the Clergy do not care to go with- 
out a good Dinner any Day of the Week, on Sunday 
| ſuch a Misfortune is more particularly afflicting to 
their righteous Spirits; as they are thought to 
have a peculiar Regard for that Day, and perhaps 


# know no better Way for celebrating a Feſtival (as 


Sunday is called by them) than by Feaſting. Their 
0 particular Regard for Sunday is accountable from 
two Conſiderations: Firſt, Becauſe, as I ſaid, it is, ac- 
cording to their own Stile a Feſtival; and it is well 
known they love Feaſting with all their Hearts, 
whatever they may do by Faſting. Secondly, Be- 


cauſe it comes about ſo often, bringing a good 
Dinner every Week along with it. V. The laſt 


Mark I ſhall cation. by. which Sunday is to be 
known from the other Days of the Week, is this : 
Whereas on Working Days there are Sermons 
preached in ſeveral Churches in London; on Sun- 


days there are in all, and whereas on Week Days 


the Audiences are ſo engaged about their worldly 


Affairs, (from which they only make a Sally 00 
half an Hour) that they cannot well ſleep a 


Church; on Sunday a good Dinner, and the * 5 
tle of Red Port, lull their Cares, their Curioſity, | 


and, 
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and, it is to be feared, their Religion and all to 
Sleep. But permit me to treat a little farther up- 
on this Point. | 

What a Shame and Diſgrace is it to ſee Shops 
open, and Buſineſs going on both in Shops, Market- 
Places and Streets, &c. on the Sabbath Days, and no 
Puniſhment inflicted upon the Tranſgreſſor, not- 
withſtanding the open Contempt it gives to the Laws 
of God and the Nation; and if there could be 
any poſſible Method to prevent that Practice, I 
believe no Chriſtian would refuſe to contribute his 
Endeavour for the ſame, upon Conſideration of 
which I will offer a few Thoughts as they occur to 
me at preſent. Firſt, What hinders the Clergy 

when they paſs or repaſs the Streets and Market- 
Places in London, from calling and marking down 
the Names of ſuch People, and committing them 
to Perſons in Authority, by whoſe Aſſiſtance they 
may be brought to publick Diſgrace and Puniſh- 
ment, Sc.? 2. What is more reaſonable than that 
People in Authority ſhould go perſonally, or em- 
ploy others who will be faithful to their Truſt, and 
ſeize every Thing expoſed to Sale on the Sabbath- 
day, and diſtribute unto the Poor the Day after; 
and for a farther Oppreſſing of that Practice, to 
encourage Informations to be brought againſt the 
Offenders. 

3. What hinders every Chriſtian F amily from the 
higheſt to the loweſt, to prepare the Sabbath-days 
Proviſions upon, Saturday, and to diſcharge any 
Thing to be bought upon the Sabbath ? Is there 


any Difficulty i in this Practice? Could Meat, which 


hath been in the Houſe one Night, be poiſonous 
or 


Nn 
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or unwholſom to the moſt tender Conſtitution, 


or the moſt delicate Appetite? I am ſure, no. 


But one Thing urg'd in Favour of this unchriſtian 


Cuſtom, is conſtantly in the Mouth of thoſe that 


ſupport themſelves and Families by hard Labour, 
How can we purchaſe our Neceſſaries before Sun- 
day, when you muſt know we do not receive our 


Week's Earnings till late on Saturday Night. I 


anſwer, if there were no Markets to be held on 
the Sabbath, then Maſters would ſee it neceſſary 
to pay them ſooner; and they, as ſoon as paid, 
would go to the Market, inſtead of which many go 
to the Alehouſe, and ſpend their Time, referring 


all until the Sabbath. A ſecond Preſumption in 


its Favours is, that in Summer-time freſh Meat 
and Fiſh will not keep till Monday. To which 1 
anſwer, Does the Sabbath-days Market beget Chil- 
dren; then this Argument will have Strength and 
Reaſon with it; but if not, that Objection muſt fall 
to the Ground: For ſuppoſe forty People were to buy 
each of them five Pounds of Meat upon Saturday, but 


the next Week ten of them deferred his Market 


until the Sabbath; ſo I would gladly know from 
the Butcher, which of the Mondays thereafter he 
had moſt Meat to diſpoſe of, ſuppoſing upon each 
Saturday he had 202 Pounds expoſed for Sale. I be- 
lieve he would ſay, he had two Pounds each Mon- 
day, and no more. And if ſo, where is then any 
Neceſſity for a Sabbath-day's Market? But one 
Objection may yet be urged, with reſpect to the 


Impoſſibility of baniſhing the Sabbath-day's Mar- 


ket out of Practice; it is ſo ancient, and encou- 
raged by People of divers Stations; and the 
Butchers, 


*. 
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Butchers, Poulterers, Fiſhmongers, &c. having it 
ſo in Practice, that it will be difficult, yea and al- 
moſt impoſſible, to prevail with them upon this 
Subject. To which Ianſwer, Should the Clergy and 
the Perſons in Authority unanimouſly agree, and 
each of them make Appointments, and wait upon 
*. thoſe Traders, Sc. each in his Pariſh or Neigh- 
bourhood, and honourably reaſon with them upon 
this Subject; then, I hope, by God's Aſſiſtance, 
it will be found not ſo difficult as ſuppoſed : Yea 
farther, notwithſtanding that I am a Stranger to 
the moſt Part of the People of London and Weft- 
minſter: Yet I preſume upon their Honour, that 
you would find a Majority of Butchers, Poulterers, 
Fiſhmongers, Sc. which ſhall not only obey you, 
but return you many Thanks for propoſing ſuch 
a Thing unto them, being in all Readineſs to ap- 
prove of your Overtures : And it 1s reaſonable to 
think ſo, if you will conſider what I have in- 
ſtanced, that they will have the two Days Buſi- 
neſs over in one Day, and the other Day to be 
employed in ſerving God and obeying his Com- 
mand. But this Piece of Reformation muſt take 
Place from one Day, to be obſerved in every © 
Shop, Market, and Street in London and Weſt- 
minſter, &c. For it is in vain to think, that the 
People of one Market, Fc. will from Time to 
Time diſoblige their Cuſtomers, by ſuffering them 
to be ſerved by others: Which will be the Event, 
if this ſhould be obſerved in one Place, and not 
in others, in this great Metropolis. 
But leſt the Trangreſſors ſhould imagine with them- 
ſelves that Keeping of the Sabbath is a Matter of 


Indifference, 


8 
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Indifference, to which I ſhall give them no An- 
ſwer, only recommend unto their Conſideration 


the following Paſſages of Scripture, by which they 


will ſee how loathſome that Sin is in the Sight of 
God : Neb. ix. 14, 15, to 22. Fer, xvii, 21, 22, 
22, 24, 27. Ezek, wii. 26. xxxiii. 38. xx. 12, 
19, 20. Exod. xxxiv. 21. XXXl. 14. Amos viii. 

Mal. i. 13. Numb. xv. 32. Theſe with ma- 
ny that might be inſtanced; and if the perempto- 
ry Command of God will not deter People from 
the wilful Neglect of their Duty, it is vain to 
imagine that the Tongue or Pen of Man will do 
it. In the mean time let ſuch Tranſgreſſors know, 
that as ſure as God expreſſed theſe Words, Remem- 
ber the Sabath-day to keep it holy; in it thou ſhall 
not do any Work, &c. ſo ſure is it that he will 
inflict Puniſhment upon you according as he hath 
threatned in his Word. 

Thus far with Reſpe& to the Obſervations of 
pretended Holy-days and the Sabbath Day by 
many People in London and Weſtminſter. 

But to return unto the Worſhip of the Church 
of England, From which I * made a Digreſ- 
ſion. 

One Thing! obſerve, that on Book of Common 
Prayer is much honoured by being always carried to 
Church, notwithſtanding it cannot be doubted but 
ſuch as are Religious could read it verbatim with- 
out Book, by Reaſon of its oft Repetitions, yet, I 


fay, they muſt have it along with them ; while 


it is to be feared, that the Bible (as they pleaſe 
to call it) is lying from one Chriftmas to ano- 
ther, 
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tier, all covered over with Duſt; and perhaps if it 
was ever wanted at any Time, not one of the Fa- 


mily could give any Account when it was ſeen, 
and much leſs where to find it, except amongſt 
ſome old Rubbiſh, perhaps in a uſeleſs Cheſt 


or Trunk, &c. And notwithſtanding the great 


Honour put upon that Book of Common Prayer, 
yet I obſerve various Difference in the Tranſ- 
lations of the Scripture contained therein, too nu- 
merous for me to mention; for Example, Pſalm 
ji. 7. xv. 5. Xviii. 24. XXV. 10, Xxvi. n 


8. Ixii. 3, 4. Ixviii. 16. Ixxvi. 5. Ixxxv. 18. lc. il. 
lcvii. 4. ci. 7. cvii. 40. e $, — 


CXXX, 2, 3. cxlii. 5, 6. , &. - 
cxxix. 8, xi. 3. xlv. 5. xlix. 14. 
Theſe Paſſages and many more I have conſider- 


ed, but could not reconcile them with the ſame 
Paſſages as they are tranſlated in Scripture ; nei- 


ther could I find them to agree with the Strain of 
Divine Truth; for I find in the cxvith Pſalm 7, 
11, it is expreſſed in Scripture, return unto thy 
Reſt, O my Soul, for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
with thee : Which Words expreſs an Acknowledg- 

ment of God's Favours and Bounty unto him, Sc. 


But in the Book of Common Prayer it is expreſs'd, 


For the Lord. hath rewarded thee ; which fignifies, 
that the Pſalmiſt had done ſome particular Piece 
of Service to God, for which he had pants a 
Reward of him, &c. Likewiſe, 

Pſalm li. I obſerve that the Pſalmiſt is put- 
ting up a penetential Prayer unto God with Con- 


feſſion of his Sins, and in Verſe 4, he ſays, A. 


gainſt thee, thee only have I firmed, and done this Evil 
in thy 1 that thou "OY be juſtified when thou 


Jong, 
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ſpeakeſt, and clear when thou judgeſt : Which 
Words import, that the Pſalmiſt was not only 


TO 
Fa 
* 
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acknowledging his Sins, but likewiſe juſtifying the 
the Sentence of God by whom he was to be jud- 
ged. But in the Common Prayer Book it is ex- 
preſſed, and clear when thou art judged. So, 

If you will that that God to whom this Prayer 
is put, is to be judged, pray, at whoſe Bar is he 
to appear? Horrid Expreſſion! I am afraid to 
treat upon this Subject, for I cannot borrow ſuit- 
able Expreſſions for that Purpoſe. But perhaps 
fome will alledge that this Tranſlation is more 
agreeable to the Original than what is in Scrip- 
tute 3 to which I anſwer, What now hinders the 
Clergy from altering that in the Scripture, and 
tranſlating it after the ſame Mode they have already 
done the Common Prayer Book ? Of what are 
they afraid? Are they afraid of the Fate of the 
Men of Beihſbemich and of Uzzah ? Or are they 
afraid of the Judgment which God threatens upon 


ſuch as ſhall add to or take from the Sacred Wri- 


os. of the Old and New Teſtament ? Which 
of theſe, I fay, is the Reaſon? Or has God re- 
ſtrained them ſo that they ſhall not have Power 
to alter what he has revealed? But paſſing this; 
I wiſh that ſuch as do eſpouſe the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, would conſider and compare what 
of Scripture is therein contained with the Bible, 
as they pleaſe to call it; after which I hope they 
will ſee it abſolutely neceſſary to correct many Sen- 
tences in that Book, c. * 


I had a Deſign to have conſidered the Eccleſi- 


aſtical Courts 1 in this Church ; but as I am an illi- 
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terate Man, and do not incline to inform my- 


ſelf, but by their own Standard, ſo I think to 


drop my Deſign, and more eſpecially when I ob- 


ſerve that they have no Courts, notwithſtanding 


in the 20th Article of the Church it is expreſſed, 


viz. The Church hath Power to decree, &c. yet 


I obſerve, that their Power is in the Declaration 


before their Articles, not their own, for it is in 
the Hands of the Civil Government, and expreſ- 
ſed in theſe Words, viz. We are ſupreme Governors 


of the Church of England; to which is added, 


the Clergy is to ſettle Laws, but obſerve upon what 
Conditions they are to do it, (having firſt obtained 
Liberty of the Broad Seal) ſo that I leave you to 
judge if they may be ſaid to have any Eccleſiaſtick 
Court or not. But paſſing this, notwithſtanding 
that I am of the ſame Opinion with the Apoſtle 
Paul in this Particular, that Chriſt is the Head of 


the Church, yet I think that a wiſe King and Civil 


Government is far preferable to a Set of mercena- 
ry Clergymen, for taking care of any Matter Ci- 
vil or Eccleſiaſtical. 


Yea farther, I would be obliged to any Perſon 


whatſoever who would reconclile the foremention- 


ed Declaration of the 7th 20th and 37th Articles of 


the Church to one another ; for I have made an 


Eſſay thereon, but it is beyond my Capacity. 

It will be expected by ſome of my Readers that 
in this Paper I ſhould have treated a little upon 
the Doctrine of the Church of England; but this 
I ſhall refer to better Judges. In the mean Time 
I ſhall venture to offer one Thing which occurs to 


me, viz The Doctrine of all Churches may be 


ſummed 
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ſummed up under two Denominations, The Doc- 


trine of God, or the Doctrine of Devils: I believe 


no Chriſtian will deny that the Doctrine of God is 
the Doctrine of Faith, according to the Scriptures 
and the 2d, 12th, and 18th Articles of the Church 
of England, which may be comprehended in theſe 
three Heads, Believing, Receiving and Depend- 
ing upon Chriſt for Salvation, which Doctrine 
excludes all Merit of ours; and if this be the 


Doctrine of God, then I inſiſt that the Doctrine 


of Works, in Oppoſition to the Doctrine of Faith, 
is the Doctrine of Devils; and the Apoſtle Paul is 


very plain upon this Point, for he ſays, That which 


75 not of Faith is Sin. From which I obſerve, 
that every Form, Rite, or Ceremony, eſtabliſhed 
or taught in a Cnurch, which may have a Ten- 
dency "for diverting a Perſon from acting Faith 
upon 'Chriſt, is the Doctrine of Devils; and it is 
{o agreeable unto the whole Scripture, that I need 
not mention Particulars; and is ſo reaſonable, 
that it needs no Demonſtration to prove it. So 
I leave the Members of every Church to judge 
which of theſe Doctrines is taught in their Aſem- 
blies, Cc. 
In the mean Time I beg Leave to obſerve, that 
a Preacher of the Goſpel, and the Reader of a 
written Copy, much practiſed in England, is a 
different Office; for I am of Opinion, that a 
Preacher of Jeſus Chriſt is-to be furniſhed with the 
Fulneſs of the Goſpel from his Lord and Maſter, 
and upon him alone he is to have his Depen- 
dance, by the acting of Faith, accompanied with 
Prayer and Supplication uato God; and a Parſon, 
thus 
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thus employed, will find it impracticable for him 
to ſpend the moſt Part of his Time in Company, 
but rather in private, in the Exerciſe of Religion: 
Whereas a Reader (as he may be called who 
reads his Diſcourſe to a Congregation) may fit 
and ſmoke a Pipe after Ten of the Clock upon 
Saturday Evening, he being ſure, that perhaps by 
the Aſſiſtance of a a running Lawyer, a Writing 
Maſter, or his own Wife if ſthe can write a good 
Hand, he has a Diſcourſe ready for him to deliver 
on the Sabbath. But this Practice of Reading is 
not only of particular Uſe for ſlothful and negli- 
gent Parſons, but likewiſe for ſuch as have many 
Friends to make Intereſt for them, though inſuffi- 
cient for that Office; for by this Means, they, 
their Patron, or Friends, are not expoſed, which 
otherwiſe they could not eſcape. And I would 
gladly know from any Friend to reading Diſ- 
courſes in Churches, with a Pretence of preach- 
ing Sermons, what hinders any Perſon, who can 
read the Scripture, and has a Library of Books, to 
be a Parſon, where this is the Practice? But more 
of this afterwards, &c. Thus far with Reſpe& to 
the Manner of the Worſhip of the Church of 
England. 


DB: IV. 
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IV. 4 View of the Reigning Vices of 
the Laity. 


S I am to dedicate this Paper altogether to the 
Service of Truth and Virtue, as far as my 


poor Abilities can ſerve them, (and I wiſh they were 


greater for their Sake) I therefore intend, in this 


particular one, to fall foul of two or three of 


the reigning Vices of the Laity in England; 
there being but two Ways of ſerving the Intereſt 
of Virtue, viz. either by recommending it, or by 
laſhing Vice. I have often wondered at ſome 
of our Engliſh Satyriſts (not to mention any 


particular Names) who have apparently brought 


upon themſelves a great deal of Trouble, by en- 
gaging in the Ridicule of many Things that are 
not at all ridiculous in themſelves, By which 
Means, after cracking their Brains, and ſtraining 


their Wit to Fiddle-Strings, their Compoſitions 


have appeared at beſt but forced and ſtiff; and 
where keen Satire has appeared, it has occaſioned 


more Griet than Mirth in the Reader, to ſee it ſo 
miſapplied, and fo badly directed. As long as 
the Sound of Ridicule, ariſing from Vice and Folly, 


is ſo incxhauſtible and ſo various, methinks there 
ſhould. be no Occaſion for making theſe wretched 
Shifts, or of incroaching upon Subjects that are 
unfit for Mirth or Satire, 


1 
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I believe every Body will own, that the Crime of 


Leudneſs is of as pernicious a Nature as any one 


that can prevail in a Nation, and that it ſeems to 


be one ruling Vice at preſent in England. I ſhall 
therefore make Mention of ſome of the particu- 


lar Miſchiefs which are owing to this abominable 
Practice ſo openly and univerſally carried on in 
this great City, to a Degree far exceeding that of 


any other (where it is not tolerated) in Europe, 


all Circumſtances conſidered; and then leave 


the Reader to judge, whether any poſſible Method 


for diſcouraging or aboliſhing it ought to be neg- 
leted. 


I. How many W idle Women do we ſee 


maintained by their Gallants in Splendor and Pro- 


fuſion, out of what ought to ſupport a virtuous 
Wife and helpleſs Children? 

II. What is the Crime, which, according to 
the Confeſſions of by far the moſt Part of thoſe 
unhappy Wretches who come to a ſhameful and 
an untimely End; what is the Crime, I fay, which 
brings the greateſt Number of them thither ? 


Yielding to the Advice and Allurements of leud 


and abandoned Women. 

III. How many Strangers from all Parts of the 
Country, and how many ſimple and thoughtlels 
People in Town, are every Day inſnared by them, 
to the great Prejudice of their Fortunes and their 
Healths, and to the Danger of their Lives and 
Souls? What Week paſſes without ſeveral diffe- 
rent Accounts of Robberies and Barbarities com- 


' mitted by them? And by theſe that are pub- 


iſhed, we may judge the Number that are ſup- 
| DE 2. | Preſs'd, 
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- preſs'd, from the Fear of Shame and Ridicule, 


muſt be very great. 

IV. How many of our Youth are in all Re- 
ſpects hopeful and promiſing, and in human Pro- 
bability likely to be the Comfort of their Friends, 
and an Honour to their Country, till by the de- 
veliſh Arts of Proſtitutes they are ſeduced from 
the Ways of Virtue, and drawn from Evil to 
worſe, till at laſt they prove the Grief and Shame 
of thoſe to whom they might otherwiſe have been 
a Pleaſure and an Honour ? 

V. How many Servants and others, who have 
received Truſt of their Maſters, &c. are by theſe 
artful Creatures drawn to commit a Breach of 
Truſt, and thence to leſe their Credit, which re- 
duces them to Ruin and Miſery ? 

VI. Is it not to be feared, that many of thoſe 
People, who are from Time to Time miſſing, 
and never heard of, have been inveigled and 
murdered by thele bloody Wretches ? 

VII. Is it not likewiſe highly probable, that 
many of their own Children are unnaturally mur- 
dered by them, when their infamous Trade is 
low, and reduces them to the wretched State we 


often ſee them in? 


VIII. Can any Thing have a worſe Effect up- 
on the Youth of both Sexes, than to hear the 
moſt abominable Leudneſs and Obſcenity utter- 
ed without Reſerve or Shame in the open Streets, 
as they paſs and repaſs ? 

IX. What more effectual Method could be found 
out for diſcouraging and bringing into Diſgrace 
the beſt and wiſeſt of Inſtitutions, even Moviriage, 


than 
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than Lewdneſs and Uncleanneſs ; by which the 
Female Sex are brought under unjuſt and ſcanda- 
lous Imputations by thoſe who converſe chiefly 
with the Scum of them, and conclude the whole 
Sex to be of a Piece with the Refuſe of it ? 

X. Are they not in all the Barbarities, as Mur- 
ders, Robberies, &c. at which they are Accom 
plices? Are they not, I ſay, incomparably more 
cruel and bloody than the Ruffians of the other 
Sex? And if a ſingular Piece of Inhumanity is 


committed, is it not almoſt always by the Inſtiga- 
tion of a vile Woman? 


Thus, not to multiply Particulars, God is diſ- 
honoured, the Publick burdened, all Law Civil, 
Eccleſiaſtical and Divine, contemned and put to 
Defiance, Families ruined, and Society filled with 
Confuſion. And is it not then the Duty of every 
Perſon, who has either Love to God or his Coun- 
try, to offer his Aſſiſtance to perſecute, deſtroy, 
and ſweep from the Face of the Earth a Set of 
Wretches, who are the Dregs, the Nuſance, and 
the Vermin of the human Species? And is it not 
the Duty of every ſober Perſon, and every good 


Chriſtian, to ſupplicate the Majeſty of Heaven, 


that he will be pleaſed to give Direction, and to 
influence thoſe who have it in their Power to ac- 
compliſh ſo neceſſary a Work ; that ſo the Ven- 
geance that hangs over us, and which of old fell 
in a Shower of Fire and Brimſtone upon Sodom 


and Gomorrah, may be averted. 


If there be any Method promiſing Suc- 
ceſs in a Caſe ſo deſperate as that of this 
wretched, abandoned, and ſhameful City of Lon- 

1 don; 
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don; I ſhould think the following Thoughts not 
altogether improper upon the Subject. 


Fir, There is not the leaſt Doubt but it is the 


indiſpenſable Duty of the Clergy not only to ex- 
claim from their Pulpits againſt the Vices of an 
Age, whoſe gigantick Crimes ſeem to crave the 
Vengeance of God to his very Face ; but likewiſe 
to urge home upon all Perſons in Power and Au- 


thority their Buſineſs and the Part their Station 


obliges them to act in this Matter, viz. To exert 
themſelves perſonally ; I ſay PERSONALLv, not by 
truſting the Reformation of a City, or the Pur- 
ging it of Uncleanneſs, to a Set of Watchmen 


or Conſtables, who perhaps will let the real Of- 


fenders eſcape for Fear of their Vengeance, or for 
the Reward of partaking with them in their Guilt, 


and at the fame Time wreck their miſplaced Ven- 


geance upon innocent People, who cannot or will 
not reſcue themſelves by the ſame indirect Means. 
But of this more hereafter. It is, I fay, the Duty 
of the Clergy to inculcate, upon particular Per- 
ſons as well as upon whole Congregations, the 
Practice of Virtue, and the proper Meaſures to 
be taken for Reformation. To apply firſt to Ma- 
giſtrates, and hold forth to them their Duty of 
inſpecting and regulating the Manners of the Peo- 
ple : And next to apply to the People themſelves, 
and hold forth to them their Duty of conforming 
themſelves to the Laws made by the ſupreme Au- 
thority, and to be executed and put in Force by 
the immediate Direction of inferior Magiſtrates. 
For nobody ſhall perſuade me, that any Clergy- 
man, who minds the Care of Souls no farther 


than 


e 

N 
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than only employing a raw Youth from the Uni- 
verſity to preach on Sundays, or even preaching 
himſelf every Sunday; no one, I fay, ſhall per- 
ſuade me, that ſuch a Clergyman can juſtly de- 
ſerve the Name of a faithful Paſtor, who cares for 
his Flock, or makes a Conſcience of promoting 


their Salvation. It is not an elegant Harangue on 


Sunday, ſetting forth the Beauty of Virtue and the 
Deformity of Vice, in Flowers of Rhetorick ga- 
thered from Plato, Seneca or Tully; it is not the 
whipt Cream of Pulpit Eloquence, that will have 
a ſolid and laſting Influence upon the Minds of a 
Congregation for a whole Week. A Flouriſh of 
Oratory may indeed perſuade an Audience that 
Mr. ſuch an one the Curate, or Dr. ſuch an one 
the Rector of the Pariſh is a very pretty Gentle- 
men, or a good Scholar ; but will never perſuade 
a Set of wor}Aly-minded People to give over their 
indirect Arts in Buſineſs, or a People intoxicated 
with the Love of Pleaſure, to give over their car- 
nal and beaſtly Delights. The Clergyman, who 
is worthy of his Office, and takes a Pleaſure in it, 
will never think he has done enough : He will go 
about from Street to Street, and from Houſe to 
Houſe : He will be acquainted with the Character 
and Manners of every Perſon in his Pariſh : He 
will inſinuate himſelf into the good Graces of 
every Family, by all the Arts he can think of, 
that he may have Opportunities of commending 
his Lord and Maſter unto them, and of giving 
them good Advice with Succeſs : He will endea- 
your firſt to engage their Love and Eſteem to 
himſelf, and after that he knows a very little more 

| 7-3 4 P ains, 
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Pains, with God's Aſſiſtance, will gain their Love 
and Obedience to his Doctrine and Advice: He 
will not put on the ſcvere Cenſor, nor the flaming 


Zealot : He will not ſhock them with blunt and 


unmannerly Reproofs, nor ſtun them with Cant- 
ing and Enthuſiaſm : He will reaſon with them in 
their own Way; yield at firſt a little to them, that 
afterwards he may bring them to yield a great 
deal to him: He will treat them in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as they may fee he has their Good only, and 
no indirect End whatever in View: He will not 
confine his Viſits to a Circle of Acquaintance, nor 
keep chiefly to thoſe Houſes where he is beſt en- 
tertained : He will conſider the Soul of a poor 
Man as equally immortal, and equally precious 
with that of a rich Man : He will remember that 
his great Maſter came to call Publicans and Sin- 


ners to Repentance : He will regard no Trouble 


nor Fatigue, the Labour of the Mind nor the 
Wearineſs of the Body. 


It is not in the leaſt to be doubted, but God 
would fead down a Bleſſing upon the united En- 


deavours of a Set of faithful Clergymen, who 


ſhould exert themſclves in this Manner for his 
Glory and the everlaſting Good of their Fellow- 
Creatures. But, as long as there are in a Church 
Preterments to be gained, with Revenues ſuffici- 
ent for ſupporting Princes; as long as there are 


worldly Allurements to draw the. Clergy aſide from 


their Duty, it is no Wonder though we ſee moſt 
of them ſo much above the Cares of their Spiri- 


tual Function. But on this laſt Particular more 
elſewhere. 
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- Secondly, As to the Duty of Magiſtrates with re- 
card to the ſuppreſſing of open Lewdneſs; if I 
ſhould ask the following Queſtion, and put it to the 
Conſciences of ſome of the Magiſtrates of thoſe Ci- 
ties to anſwer it, I doubt they would be found, like 
the Man in the Parable, /peechleſs. The Que- 
ſtion is, What hinders any Magiſtrate or Ma- 
giſtrates from going in Perſon and ſeizing, either 
in Houſes or Streets, as they can be met with, all 
the openly lewd People of both Sexes in London 
and WeſtminFer ? If they were to give any Anſwer 
to this Queſtion, I ſuppoſe it would be no other 
than what Solomon puts in the Mouth of the Slug- 
gard, viz, © There is a Lion in the Way.” Is 
it not a Diſgrace to the Name of Magiſtracy or 
Authority, that hundreds of lewd Women ſhould 
openly traverſe the Streets, or ſtand at every Cor- 
ner ready to entrap and draw in all Paſſengers ;. 


that a thoughtleſs Youth cannot go about his Ma- 


ſter's or Father's Buſineſs, without being tempted 
and pulled, and almoſt forced into a Brothel ? God 
knows, that the Inclinations of Youth are vicious 


enough, and they will go aſtray faſt enough of 


themſelves, and without being tempted other- 
wiſe than by their own Luſts; fo that we have no 
Need of any Snares or Arts to draw them from 
that Virtue they have already ſo ſlight a Hold of; 
much leſs that it ſhould be dangerous to walk the 
very Streets, or that they ſhould be every Mo- 
ment put in mind of and ſolicited to what they 
might not otherwiſe altogether ſet their Hearts 
upon, I ſhould think the Kingdom of Satan 
would be fafe enough, that the Youth of this City 

: OR would 
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would be wicked enough, and that Lewdneſs 


might be practiſed enough, if there were no 


Temptation in the Way of the Youth, beſides 
their knowing the Places where lewd Women 
live; though there were none of them allowed to 
walk the Streets, to condat or carry them thither 
2 Farce, OE 

I can hardly imagine any Reader will be at a 
Loſs, or any Way puzzled about the Poſſibility of 


| rooting out, or at leaſt of greatly leſſening the 


open Practice of this infamous Vice in this City, 
by the Interpoſition of the Magiſtrate : But leſt 
any one ſhould want ſome Satisfaction in this Mat- 
ter, I ſhall only deſire him to conſider, whether he 


can think any Thing in the World more eaſy or 


practicable than for any Man of Authority to 
take a Round now and then of an Evening through 
the Streets of London and We eftminſter, and take 
up all the idle Women he ſees; who can give no 
Account of themſelves. Or if any Thing i is more 
ſimple than for every Magiſtrate to be acquainted 
with the Character of every Houſekeeper in his 
Neighbourhood, By theſe two Methods only, it 
is not to be imagined but that Lewdneſs muſt be 


driven firſt from the publick Streets into thoſe 


dark and helliſh Haunts of Iniquity, the Bawdy- 
houſes : and afterwards, by the Diligence of a Set 
of Men, who had the Good of the City and the 
Reformation of an innumerable Multitude at 
Heart, muſt in Time be likewiſe driven from 
thoſe moſt ſecret Holds and laſt Receſſes. 

Thirdly, It is likewiſe the Duty of every private Per- 
fon to contribute what he can for a general Reforma- 


tion, and for purging this City of Lewdneſs and 
Un- 


& 
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Uacleanneſs. And it is in the Power of every 


private Perſon to do more or leſs towards this : It 
is in the Power of any Perſon to carry an Information 
to a Magiſtrate againſt Keepers of diſorderly Houſes; 
and if ſuch Magiſtrate will not exert his Authori- 
ty, when an Opportunity offers, then the Fault 
lies upon him; and the private Man, who gave 
the Information, hath diſcharged his Conſcience. 
I have often thought it very unaccountable, that 
a Number of virtuous People, living in a Neigh- 
bourhood together, ſhall, for Months and Years, 
feel the Inconvenience and Uneaſineſs of having'in' 
their Neighbourhood one or more of theſe curſed 
Nuſances to all People of Sobriety; and ſhall com- 
plain among themſelves of the Uneaſineſs it gives 
them, but yet none of them ſhall have the Heart 
or Courage to lay an Information againſt them, 
or petition a Magiſtrate to turn them out of the 
Place. Yet it is the undoubted Intereſt of every 
ſober Man and Woman in London, &c. to wiſh 


that there was not a Whore nor a Whoremonger 
within the Bills of Mortality, For there is no 


lober Man or Woman in this great Metropolis, 
but is in Danger from them ; for every Inhabitant 
has either Children or Servants or Relations of 
his own, who have a Chance of ſuffering by 
being intangled with them; or if he has no ſuch 
Relations or Dependents of his own, yet he is in- 
tereſted in thoſe that belong to his Friends and 
Acquaintance. To 


But leſt any Perſon ſhould be ſo hardned as to juſ- 
tify and make a Boaſt of Whoredom, as if it was no 
Sin, I ſhall preſume to ſtare the Queſtion upon an 
equal Level with ſuch, viz, Suppole you have. a 


Siſter 
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Siſter or Daughter, Sc. and any Man ſhould 
commit Lewdneſs with her, to the Ruin of her 
Character and Fortune in the World ; or if he 
ſhould marry her, and continue to diſtribute his 
Love and Subſtance for the Maintenance of 
Whores and their Children ; or if another Perſon 
ſhould take his Opportunity to defile your own 
Marriage-Bed ; I fay, will you juſtify fuch Per- 
ſons, and ſay, What Evil have they done? I fear 
not; but will, as Simeon, Levi, and Abſalom, be 
karcied as a Slave to your own Paſſion, which 
will never be fatisfied, but by the Hearts Blood 
of thoſe Whoremaſters, So I defire every Per- 
ſon to conſider, that he ought to a& as a 
Man and a Chriſtian, and not as a Brute or a 
Heathen, and therefore not to plead for the Devil, 
by pleading in Favour of this Sin, to ſtate the 
Queſtion to themſelves, as the injured Perſon, and 
to conſider, that Whoredom is one of the moſt 
immoral Actions (if rightly conſidered) that ever 
was committed amongſt Men; and a Sin which 
God has declared his Abhorrence againſt in a very 
particular Manner: And farther, I inſiſt that it 
is a Sin which is ſo much in Vogue here, that a 
ſober Man's Chaſtity is very often called in Queſ- 


tion when there is no Ground for it; ſo that many 


Times a happy Settlement by Matrimony 1s pre- 
vented, by the Fears of Women judging all Men 
to be of one Stamp ; ; by which Means the inno- 
cent are made to ſuffer for the guilty. Is it not 
then the Duty of every ſober Man to contribute 
his Endeavours for the ſuppreſſing of that Vice, 
which brings a Reproach upon the whole Race: 
For notwithſtanding it is agreed upon, that the 
Vices 
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Vices of lewd Women in ſome Meaſure far exceed 
thoſe of the other Sex, yet I inſiſt that the Whore- 
maſters in this Place are more vicious than the 
Whores, and it is reaſonable to think ſo ; whereas 
the Whores do gratify the Luſts of Men for their 


Hire, ſome as it is their Choice, others reduced, 


and as their laſt Shift, betake themſelves to this 
Pract ice, or perhaps by bad Counſel, lewd Com- 
pany, or the Allurements of Men, are deceived 
into their own Deſtruction ; whereas our Whore- 
maſters, for gratifying their own Luſts, ſupport 
theſe lewd Wemen. May therefore the candid 
Reader beware of condemning theſe unhappy 
Wretches, but rather thoſe Monſters of Wickedneſs, 
who, to the Diſgrace of Mankind, are the Sup- 


port of Lewdneſs, I mean, Whore-maſters. Is it 


not therefore the Duty of every ſober Man to con- 


tribute his Endeavour for bringing ſuch People to 


Puniſhment and Diſgrace, that ſo Iniquity, as 
aſhamed, may ſtop its Mouth? 

As for the ſober Part of the Female Sex, it is 
their undoubted Intereſt to exert themſelves againſt 
lewd Women, who by their vile Practices bring a 
Scandal upon the whole Race, and eſpecially fill 
the Youth of the other Sex (who keep their Com- 
pany a great deal too mnch) with a thouſand ri- 
diculous Notions of the Arts, the Avarice, the 
Laſciviouſneſs, and many other imaginary Vices 
peculiar to the Female Sex, to which the virtuous 
Part of them are entire Strangers. And this is 
a grievous Diſcouragement to Matrimony, for 
which it is the Intereſt of all the ſober Part of 
that Sex to promote and keep in Repntation, as 
their whole Fortune in this World depends upon 

their 
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their being well ſettled in Marriage. Thoſe 
wicked Creatures are likewiſe extremely hurtful 
to the Intereſt of Matrimony, by their proſtituting 


and making Beauty cheap and eaſy to be come at 
by the Youth of this City. And accordingly how 


common is it to hear a thoughtleſs young Rake 
declare, that he never will be chained, as they 


- fooliſhly call it, to any one Woman, fo long as 
he can enjoy twenty every Month for Crowns 
apiece: By this Means a virtuous young Woman, 


without a, Fortune, is of no Price; and unleſs ſhe 


will condeſcend to throw herſelf into the Arms of 


one conſiderably her Inferior, ſhe is like to conti- 
nue unmarried all her Life. Whereas if there 


was no Way, or at leaſt no cheap or eaſy Way 


of enjoying Beauty but by Marriage, the natural 
Deſires of the two Sexes would ſupport and pro- 
mote that Inſtitution ſufficiently for all its Pur- 
poſes : But as Marriage goes every Day more and 


more out of Faſhion, and the unlawful Commerce 
of the Sexes comes every Day more and more in- 


to Faſhion ; I am ſometimes inclinable to think 
that our Children or Grand-children may ſee the 
Day, when Matrimonny ſhall be fairly thrown 
out of Doors, and promiſcuous Lewdneſs eltabliſh- 
cd in its Place, &c. 

Thoſe that are in eminent Stations in Life, who 
by their Example and Influence encourage others 
ro this or any other Sin, have a great and dread- 


ful Account to make at the great Day of Fudg- 


Mey! 


V. 4 
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V. AXVieu of the Vices of the Clergy. 


T is my Purpoſe, in this Paper, to touch upon 
a few of the Faults of our Clergy in England ; 
which I intend to do with the ſame Freedom and 
Openneſs of Heart, which I affect to ſhew upon 
all Occaſions, both in Converſation and Writing, 
and which, I hope, ſhall always be found in me; 
deſiring no other Favour of my Readers, than 
that they will judge me with as much Candour as 
I addreſs them. 5 
Fir, I know it will be expected, (at leaſt by 
the Clergy themſelves) that I ſhould treat Men of 
their facred Order with great Reverence and Tender- 
- neſs, and that I ſhould not mention above one Fault 


in ten, nor one Aggravation in twenty, But I 


do not know how it is that I do not find in my- 
ſelf any great Awe of their Gravities, nor any 
great Heſitation at telling them the Truth, if it 
ſhould be a little rough and diſagreeable to their 
delicate Ears. One Thing, that has a conſiderable 
Influence upon me in the Caſe, 1s this, That as 
the Clergy here in England do not affe& to appear 
in a ſacred Character, or to diſengage themſelves 
in the leaſt from the Affairs of this World, but on 
the contrary, are in all Reſpects as much im- 
merſed and involved in profane Things, (that is, 
in Civil Affairs) as any Set of Men whatever ; 

on 
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on this Account, I hope they will excuſe me, 
though I treat them upon the ſame Footing as I 
would the Lawyers or Phyſicians, or any other 
Order of Men. The Law is one Trade, the 


Practice of Phyſick is another, and (as it is ma- 
naged here in England) Divinity is a third. Why 
. then ſhould I addreſs them with any Difference of 


Reſpect, ſince each of the three Orders is only a 
a different Way of getting a Living, or of riſing 
in the World, but all three tending to the ſame 
ultimate End, namely, Money. If I had ever obſer- 
ved them to keep entirely free from worldly Con- 
cerns, and to mind only the Buſineſs of their Func- 
tion, the Care of Souls ; I ſhould be the laſt Man 
to do any Thing toward leſſening the Reputation 
they would then juſtly deſerve. But if they them- 
ſelves mix in ſecular Affairs, throw off the ſacred 
Character they are inveſted with, and, inſtead 
of applying themſelves altogether to the Care of 
Souls, and the Salvation of Men, go about 
continually a Preferment-hunting, as other Men 
of ſecular Employment do; I ſay, if they them- 
ſelves, in this Manner, turn the ſacred Character 


into Ridicule ; how ſhould they expect me to ſhew 


any great Reſpect either to them or to it, upon 
their Account ? 
Firſt then, I will make bold to . whatever 


comes of it, That the Church of England, with 


her Pluralities; her Curacies of Twenty Pounds a 
Vear, and her Biſhopricks of ſome thouſand 


Pounds a Year; her Country Parſons, perhaps, 


keeping Alehouſes and playing upon Fiddles for a 
Livelihood, and her Spiritual Lords riding in 
Chariots, 
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Chariots, and making Laws for the Nation, Sc. 
who, perhaps, do not preach once a Tear, and yet 
enjoy the Revenues of Princes, and her Hirelings, 
who thraſh the Pulpit-cuſhion once or twice a Week, 
and live on Brown-Bread and Small-Beer : Such a 
Church, I ſay, ought to be lamented. And when 
the general Conſtitution is ſo abſurd, it 1s no 
Wonder that the Members are what they are: 
When a Country Curate of, perhaps, Ten 
Pounds a Year, finds that he cannot get for him- 
ſelf, his Wife and Family of Children, as much 
Butter-milk as will Keep Soul and Body together, 
it is very natural for him to take to Selling a Cup 
of Ale, or Scraping a Jig to the People in the 
Harveſt-Field, or in Holiday Time, to pick up a 
few Half-pence, that he may be enabled to hold 
forth on Sunday upon the Strength of a grand 
Dinner of Shins of Beef and Turnips, with the 
Aſiatick Regale of a Pint of Two- penny, which is 
often the Caſe in Yales, and alſo in ſome remote 
Parts of England. So that either the Parſon and 
his Wife and Children muſt be ſtarved, or elſe the 
poor Souls of the People mult be famiſhed ; and 
we all know, that the Call of Nature is with ſome 
People a great deal lowder than that of Duty. 
Others of theſe unhappy Starvelings, who find 
themſelves ſinking into greater and greater Mi. 
ſery, as their Families increaſe, and their Income 
continues the ſame ; berake themſelves to Parlia- 
menteering, and neglecting to- teach their People 
to make their Spiritual Calling and Election ſure, 
© beſtow their whole Endeavours for making their 
Patron's Election ſure. The Conſequence of which 
| E. i 
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is, perhaps, the firſt Living that falls in his Gift. 
Which, when he has got, he is from that Day 
ſealed and ſet apart as his Patron's Property to all 
Intents and Purpoſes. From that Time his Words, 
his Thoughts, And all, are no more his own, but 
his Patron's, c. He then goes on from Evil to 
Worſe, Drudging, and Jobbing, and Voting, and 


Caballing, and Drinking, for his Patron, or for 


ſome Friend or other of his Patron ; till at laſt, 
through many a miry Track of Infamy and Shame, 
he arrives at a better Living, where he is, if pof- 
ſible, more effectually ſecured than ever. But if a 


better be behind, to which he has not yet arrived, 


It is to be feared his Soul thirſts a great deal more 


after that, than it does for Paſtoral Care; and as 


there is but this one Method for gaining his Ob- 
ject, viz. by keeping on farther and farther in the 


ſame Way, we may all gueſs what Pace he will 
go by his Intentions. 


This is a brief View of the Way of riſing in 
the World ; from which any one muſt ſee where 
the monſtrous Abſurdity of the Conſtitution of the 
Church of England lies, viz, firſt, in the Dunghill 


- of, Meanneſs and Poverty of one Part of the 


Clergy, which lamentably makes them the very 
Scandal and Reproach of Religion, who ſhould 


be the Honour and Support of it; and drives 


them upon thoſe ſhameful and unworthy Shifts 


for Bread: And the other ridiculous Blunder, in 


ww 


the Conſtitution of the Church of England, is, the 
enormous and exceſſive Height to which a Clergy- 
man may rife, if he will take the proper Ways for 


g Preferment. 
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The firſt of theſe keeps a Number of the Clergy, 
eſpecially the modeſt and worthy Part of them, 
perhaps, all their Lives upon the very Dunghill ; 
and the other raiſes others of them altogether 
above the Paſtoral Cares, or the Spiritual Part of 
the holy Function. A Country Curate is no better 
than a Hireling: A Right Reverend is a Grandee, 
a Courtier, a Stateſman, and (to ſum up all in 
one Word) a Spiritual Lord. Each of which Sta- 
tions, in my Opinion, is altogether unfit for the 
ſacred Function of the Miniſtry which ought to 
be equally diſtant from Grandeur and Beggary, 
| from princely Pomp and dunghill Penury. 
Theſe two fundamental Errors in the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Church of England are enough alone 
to ſpoil all Churches. But, as if more were need- 
ful, we muſt have a Diſpenſation for one Clergy- 
man to hold five or fix Livings. By which 
Means others, every one perhaps a better Man 
than himſelf, muſt ſtarve, and all the Pariſhes 
muſt likewiſe ſuffer for want of Spiritual Food: 

For it is always to be obſerved in the Church, the 
more Money the leſs Work, and contrariwiſe. 
When I conſider theſe groſs Abſurdities in the 
- Conſtitution, at leaft the Practice of the Church of. 
England, J look upon it as a Proof of ſingular 
- Virtue, if a Clergyman can reſiſt ſo many Temp- 
rations as are thus laid in his Way, to drive him 
upon ſeeking to advance himſelf either by Plura- 
littes, or by aiming at a Preferment. The very 
Purpoſe, for which a ſacred Order of Men is ſup- 
ported and provided for in a Country, is by this 
monſtrous Conſtitution of the Church, in great 
1 Meaſure 
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Meaſure defeated and diſappointed, . The Pur- 
poſe, as I take it, for which a Religious Order of 
Men hath, in all Ages and Nations, been ſupport- 
ed and provided. for out of a publick Fund. for 
that End, is, to keep up the Religion of the Coun- 
try, and to take Care of the publick Worſhip or ſa- 
cred Inſtitutions whatever they be. The Purpoſe, for 
which here in England we ſupport a facred Order 
of Men (or at leaſt an Order of Men who ſhould 
be ſacred) is to ſee to the publick Worſhip of God, 

and particularly ought to be, to preach the Goſpel or 
the glad Tidings of Life and Salvation to ſinful and 
fallen Creatures through Jeſus Chriſt; to diſpenſe the 
Sacraments, to inſtruct the Ignorant, to endeavour 
to reform the Profane, and to do their utmoſt for 
preſerving and promoting the fundamental Prin- 


ciples and true Practice of the Chriſtian Religion 


in the Country, And, that the Clergy may have 
nothing to divert their Attention from theſe im- 


portant Cares, and may not be either on the one 
Hand in continual Anxiety and Solicitude about 


providing for their Families, or, on the other 
Hand, engaged in the higher and greater Scenes 
of Life; a moderate Subſiſtence ought to be ap- 
pointed for them, and ſecured to them for Life. 
But if, inſtead of that, the Minds of one Half 
of the Clergy are to be diſtracted with Poverty, 
.and thoſe of the other with Wealth, it is to be 
lamented, conſidering the Frailties of human Na- 
ture, and the Difficulty of bearing either Poverty 
.or Wealth with an equal Mind, that the Paſtoral 
Care is ſo ſhockingly neglected in England as we 
-ſee it. 


Thus 
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Thus far I have pleaded rather in Favour of 


the Clergy of the Church of England, than againſt 
them. And I am willing to own, that there is a 


Temptation to be in their Way, which nothing 


but the Spirit and Grace of God is ſufficient to 
reſiſt the Stumbling block, againſt which ſo many 
of them daſh their Feet, I mean, the prevailing 
Deſire of Preferment. 

But though I will readily yield thus far, I will 
not for all that yield, that it is innocent in any 
of them, upon any ſecular Conſideration whatever, 
to neglect what they ought and do know to be 
their Duty. If it is difficult to ſnun or overcome 


the Temptations which, by the ill contrived and 


unnatural Conſtitution of the Church, are laid in 
their Way, the Honour of God, and the Good of 
immortal Souls, are greater than the "Cy Ro 
ought to over-balance it. 

There is no Clergyman ſuppoſed to be 10 ig- 
norant, as not to know, that it is his Duty to do 
all that he poſſibly can for the Reformation and 
Edification of the People committed to his 


Charge, and that he is to mind the Work which 


his great and heavenly Lord and Maſter hath 
committed to him, and firſt to finiſh it, before he 
turns aſide to mind the Work of heaping up 
Riches, or of adding. Preferment to Preferment. 
beg Leave to illuſtrate the Subject J am upon, 
viz, the Engagements the Clergy are under to 
watch over the Souls committed to their Charge, 
and the Account they will be obliged to give of 


them, by the following familiar Simile. Suppofe 


a Clergyman, who has ſome Livings in different 
1 Counties, 
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Counties, ſhould appoint ſo many Stewards to 
colle& the Revenues of thoſe diſtant Livings, and 
thould order them all to come to him at London, 
and give him in their Accounts once a Year. The 
firſt comes before him with the following Speech : 
“Sir, You appointed me to receive for you the 
& Income of your Living of - in the County 
« of - „ amounting to two hundred Pounds 
« per Annum. Now you know, Sir, you allowed 
„me but One Shilling in the Pound, which is but 
Ten Pounds a Tear; upon which I cannot live. 
« I therefore am obliged to follow other Buſineſs 
„of my own, in order to gain Subſiſtence, and 
„ fo intruſted, in my, Abſence, the Collecting of 
« your Reats to a Friend, who has more Leiſure 
« than myſelf, and he has embezzled rhe Year's 
& Income all but Ten Pounds, which I have 
0 brought you here, and hope you will be glad 
« jt is no worſe, and give me a Receipt in full,” 
The next advances with the following Account of 
his Stewardſhip : © Sir, I muſt confeſs my Caſe is 
* much the ſame with that of Mr. ——, who 
e ſpoke before: Only out of your Living of 
., amounting to Three hundred a Year, I 
have brought you here but Three Pounds, which 
* J own is not ſo good a Compoſition as the for- 
mer; but it is all I could recover from one I 
+ intruſted to collect the Money for me, who, 1 
imagine, has drank or whor'd it, or ſpent it 
* ſome Way or other; for, to tell you the Truth, 
* I never asked him what he had done with it. 
So, Sir, I hope you will not blame me, but 
* trankly give me a Receipt i in full,” The Third 

comes 
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comes forward with a Shilling in the hundred 
Pounds, a Fourth with a Sixpence for two hun- 
dred, and ſo on to the laſt; every one ſetting 
forth, that he had truſted his Reverence's Money 
in the Hands of ſome Friend or other, who pro- 

ved unfaithful, and had conſumed and embezzled 
it. So that poor Dr. Plurality has but twenty or 
thirty Pounds to receive in the Place of two thou- 
ſand. 

So much for the firſt half of my Simile ; for 
all right Similies have two Halves, that muſt be 
as like one another, as a Pair of well-made Shoes 
or Gloves. The other Side of it, that 1 is to | march 
this, is as follows. 

Suppoſe I ſhould be preſent at this above de- 
ſcribed making up of Accounts between the Doc- 
tor and his Stewards and Rent-gatherers, and 
ſhould fee his righteous Spirit moved with Indig- 
nation within him, and the Foam fly from hſs 
Mouth, and his Eyes, inſtead of being devoutly 
raiſed towards Heaven, ready to ſtart from their 
liquoriſh Sockets with Fury and Rage, and his 
ſpacious Paunch, like a Mountain ſhaken with ah 
Earthquake, ready to burſt his Caſſock with the 
inward Throws of Anger and Madneſs, and ſhould 
hear him upbraid them with all the Terms of Re. 
proach and Accuſation which Fury or learned In- 
dignation could invent: I fay, ſuppoſe I were to 
be preſent at ſuch an Interlude as I have been de- 
ſcribing, thus would I addreſs his learned Reve- 
rence, and with ſuch a Speech as the following, 
would I meet the TEIN of his Fury. 


* * 
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e Reverend Sir, I have heard your Stewards 
give you an Account of their Tranſactions, 
which has not had the good Fortune of pleaſing 
you at all; but, on the contrary, has ' thrown 


your Divinity into a moſt unnatural, unchriſti- 


an, and untheological Ferment, very much un- 


becoming your philoſophical, apoſtolical, and 


ſacerdotal Dignity. The Account your Fac- 
tors, or Bailiffs, or Stewards have given you 
of their Managements, I ſhall be far from de- 
fending or juſtifying, as a ſatisfactory, or ho- 
neſt, or fair one; but I inſiſt upon it, that if it 
could be fair to any body, it would be fair to 
you, and that it is only an Imitation of your 
own Proceedings in a Matter of far greater 
Conſequence ; you ought therefore to moderate 
your learned and pontifical Fury, and conſider, 
that your own Iniquity correłts you, and your own 
Backſlidings reprove you. Are not you yourſelf 


the Steward ſet by God over the Souls of Chriſ- 
tians, to take Care, as you ſhall anſwer it at the 


great Day, that you faithfully diſcharge your 
Duty to all the Souls committed to your Charge, 
to do what is in your Power that none of them 
be loſt ? Have not you ſet over them Hirelings, 


who care not for the Flock ; and intruſted to 


others what you ought either to do yourſelf, 
or not undertake it at all? What more have 
your Stewards done ? You employed them to 
eather in your Rents ; and the Providence of 
God hath employed you, or rather you have 


taken it upon yourſelf, to gather together the 
Souls in ſeveral TO and give: a good Ac- 
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count of them at the great Day of Accounts. 
% Your Stewards have loſt by far the greateſt Part 
* of your yearly Income; and you cannot expect 
e any Thing elſe, than that the greateſt Part of 
<« the Souls, you have taken the Charge of, will 
ce be loſt; at leaſt they are like to be loſt for 
« you. What your Stewards have loſt is only a 
& little yellow Gold, of no real intrinfick Worth 
e in itſelf : But what is committed to your Care, 
« and is like to periſh through your Want of 
« Care, is of ineſtimable Worth and Price, even 
ce the immortal Souls of Numbers of Chriſtians. 
« You have ſuffered yourſelf to be tranſported be- 
<« yond the Bounds of Senſe and Reaſon by im- 
© moderate and ungoverned Fury, for the Loſs 
* of what you can eaſily ſpare, what you had 
* no juſt Right to have, and what is in itſelf of 
* no real Value: And do you not expect, at the 
e great Day of Accounts, to be the Object of the 
e Vengeance of your Almighty Judge, enraged 
«< and provoked at the irrecoverable Loſs of 
Numbers of his unhappy Creatures?“ 

There is a Paſſage in Iſaiah, lvi. 10. where 
a certain Sort of Perſons are called * dumb 
« Dogs, which cannot bark, ſleeping, lying down, 
ce loving to ſlumber.** I do not pretend to be 
any Thing of a Commentator upon the ſacred 
Writings ; but, whoever they were that were im- 
mediately pointed at in that Paſſage, I muſt own 
1 do not know any Sort of Men whom it will bet- 
ter ſuit, and who better deſerve the Name of 4 
« dumb Dog, who cannot bark,” than an idle Cler- 
gyman, who will not Preach the Goſpel of Jeſus 


St | _ Chriſt, 
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Chriſt. A dumb Dog g, who cannot bark, is one of 
the moſt uſeleſs Animals upon the Face of the 
Earth; and fo is a Parſon who will not preach, 
A dumb Dog 1s not fit for guarding the Houſe, or 
keeping out Thieyes or Robbers, nor yet for dri- 
ving away the Wolf from the Flocks ; and a lazy 
Clergyman is as unfit for watching over the 
Church. It may be objected, that a dumb Dog, 
who lies aſleep, 1s at leaſt harmleſs and innocent, 
and does no Miſchief to any body. But the ſame 
Paſſage adds, that theſe dumb, ſleepy Dogs are 
lik ewiſe % greedy Dogs, which can never have 
enqugh : * Which laſt Particular is ſtill more ap- 
plicable to a Clergyman who can never have Pre- 
ferments and Livings enough. 

But for any Thing I can find from the holy 
Scriptures, (the moſt ancient of all Books extant) 
Churchmen have been all along, from the earlieſt 
Ages, a little given to the Failings I am reproving 
in the Clergy of our owa Times. Accordingly, 
there is Mention in Ezetie! xxxiv, 3. © of Shep- 
« herds who eat the Fat, and cloathed themſelves 
e with the Wool, who fed tbemſelves, but did not 
4 feed the Hoct. And in another Place we have 
the following Piece of Hiſtory, which is not at all 
to the Honour of the Prieſthood. *© Samuel ii. 12. 
« The Prieſt's Cuſtom with the People was, that when 
« any Man offered Sacrifice, the Prieſt's Servant came, 
ce Tohilft the Fleſh was ſeething, with a Fleſhhook of er 
« Teeth in his Hand, and he ſtruck it into tbe Pan, 
« Kettle, Cauldron, or Pot, and all that the Fleſh- 
«© Hook brought up, the Prieſt took for himſelf.” This 
was enough, one would have thought, to ſatisfy 
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any reaſonable Man : But now obſerve: the rapa- 
cious Diſpoſition of theſe. © greedy Dogs,” the 
Prieſts. * Before they burnt the Fat, the Prief*s 
* Servant came, and ſaid to the Man that ſacrificed, 
«< Give Fleſh to roaſt for the Prieſt; for he will not 
« have ſodden Fleſh of thee, but raw.” And, in 
Anſwer to all Oppoſition, he ſays, © Nay, tbou 


Halt give it me now, and if not, I will take it 


&«. by Force.” And no doubt the People of Jrael 
thought the Prieſts a Pack of greedy Dogs, to 
want their Share both of Boiled and Roaft. 

But what would they think, if they were to ſee 
the Eccleſiaſtick Luxury of modern Times, where 
Boiled and Roaſt are hardly thought good enough 


to appear upon a pontifick Board? And when 


the Jraelites ſaw the Prieſts more careful in pro- 


viding for their own Pot and Spit, than for wor- 


ſhipping the Lord according to his Appointment, 
we find that they © abhorred the Offering of ths 


« Lord,” and, which was ſtill more terrible, we 


read that the Sin of the Prieſts was © very great be- 
e fore the Lord.” And fo, without all Manner of 
Doubt, will be the Sin of all Prieſts, who * make 
« their Belly their God, and mind earthly Things,” 

Indeed the Sins of the Clergy are to all Intents 
and Purpoſes tenfold more heinous, more black 
and atrocious than thoſe. of the Laity ; as the 
Effect of their Example is ſo extenſive and fo 
miſchievous, as their Practice in a Manner en- 
courages the Vices they are guilty of, as their ſu- 


perior Knowledge of their Duty ought to dire& 


them to other Courſes, and as the Stains they caſt 
upon their Order, ſerve to defile and render odi- 
ous 
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ous and contemptible Religion itſelf, and to make 
Men abhor the Offering of the Lord.” For 
though the bleſſed Ordinances 'of God are in 

. themſelves good and healthful to the Souls of fin- 
cerely diſpoſed Chriſtians ; yet it is in a Manner 
dangerous to receive them from the Hands of a 
wicked Clergyman, as it would have been to have 
offered ſtrange Fire with Korah, Dathan, and A. 
biram. 

It would be well, if ſome of our Clergy would 
confider a little the Diligence, the Faithfulneſs, 

'and the Courage with which the Old Teſtament 

Prophets, our Saviour and his Apoſtles, and the 
primitive Chriſtians exerted themſelves in the Way 
of their Duty, and in obeying the Commiſſions 
they were ſeverally ſent upon; and they would 
find how little . they minded or concerned them- 
| ſelves about ſecular Affairs, or rather how entirely 
they neglected every Thing but the ſacred Em- 
ent they were engaged in. 

Moſes was not afraid to deliver threatning Meſ. 
ſages from God to Pharaoh King of Egypt again 
and again. Phinehas was not afraid of all the 
Whoremongers in Midian and Iſrael both, Elijah 
told King Ahab to his Face, that he was the 
Troubler of Vael. Daniel was not afraid of the 
Den of Lions; nor Shadrach, Meſhech, and Abed- 
nego of a fiery Furnace. Mzcah was not terrified 
at King Abab's Threatnings, nor ſhocked at the 
Thoughts of a Dungeon or Chains. Nathan bold- 
ly told King David to his Face, that he was an 
Adulterer and Murderer. I therefore beg Leave 
to obſerve, that this Prophet has not been either 
_ "YM 
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a Biſhop, a Dean, or a Court-Chaplain, elſe he 
had had more Manners than to grate a Royal Ear 
with his crabbed Parable of the poor Man and 
his Ewe-Lamb, &c. 

To go on, Fobn the Baptiſt did not heſitate to 
tell Herod, that he was guilty of Inceſt in marry- 
ing Herodias his Brother's Wife. And yet there is 
no Doubt but obs the Baptiſt knew well enough 
that by this Declaration he would provoke the 
Vengeance both of Herod and the wicked Hero- 
dias; and that if ſhe defired Herod to cut him 
off, he would no more have the Power to refuſe 
her, than all other doting enamour'd Fools have 
to refuſe gratifying the mad or unreaſonable De- 
mands of their Whores. And accordingly it hap- 
pened ſo. And here, by the way, I cannot but 
take Notice what a thoughtleſs inconſiderate Who- 
riſh Infidel this ſame Herod was, who being in- 
ſnared by a dancing capering Baggage into a raſh 
and diſtracted Oath,that he would give her whatever 
ſhe ſhould ask, even to the Half of his Kingdom, 
was yet a greater and greater Fool in keeping his 
Oath againſt his Inclination; when he might, by 
three different Ways, have got off clear, without 
Breach of his Oath, if he had had any Brains to 
think upon any one of them. 

Firſt, His Promiſe was to give the Wench what- 
ever ſhe ſhould ask, even to the Half of his King- 
dom: But the Head of Jobn the Baptiſt was nei- 
ther Whole nor Half of his Kingdom. 

Next, he was to give her nothing but what was 
his to give; but Herod had no more Right to 

John 
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Fobn the Baptiſt's Head, than I have to Herod's 
Head to play at Foot-ball with. 
TLaſih, He promifed to give her any Thing 
ſhe ſhould ask, to the Value even-of half his King- 
dom: But he might have told the wicked young 
Harlot, 'that the Head of Jobn the Baptiſt was of 
more Value than both the Half and Whole of his 
Kingdom, | herſelf and the bloody Wretch her 
Mother, and as many more ſuch wicked Whores as 
St. PauPs Church would hold. And thus he might 
have ſaved the precious Life of the holy Man, 
kept his Oath, and cleared himſelf before all who 
Tac with him. 

But to return, our Saviour himſelf went 2 335 
continually doing Good; whereas our indulging Cler- 
gy love to ſlumber and ſleep. He was often hun- 
gry and thirſty, had not where to lay his Head; 
was both careleſs himſelf, and likewiſe directs his 
Followers to take no Care for the good Things 
of this World, not to“ labour for the Meat that 
periſbes; not to /ay up for themſelves earthly 
and corruptible Treaſures, to “ take no Thought | 
« for the Morrow ;” but to ſeek firſ the King- 
dom of God, and all other Things ſhould be added 
'« 70 them.” But ſuch of our Clergy, who can 
never have enough, - beſtow all their Care upon 
the good Things of this World, labour hard for 
the Meat that periſhes,”” vis. Pluralities and Bi- 
ſnopricks; © lay up” for themſelves and their Chil- 
. dren after them, the Treaſures which Moth and 
« Ruſs will corrupt; take a great deal of . Thought 
% both for the Morrow,” and next Day, and next 
Year, and many Years to come; are ſo far from 

« ſeeking 
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cc ſeeking firſt the Kingdom of Heaven,” and leaving 
all other Things to the Providence of God, that 
they uſually ſeek a Preferment firſt, and it is to be 
fear'd, neither © ſeek the Kingdom of Goa” for them- 
ſelves, nor thoſe committed to their Charge, ſome 
of them I mean, 

The fame Thing can't be faid of the Apoſtles and 
firſt Preachers of Chriſtianity. They minded nothing 
but the important Commiſſion of their great Maſter 
« to preach the Goſpel to every Creature: But ſome of 
our modern Apoſtles, (who are as like the Apoſtles 
of our Saviour, whoſe Place they pretend to fill, 
as the Pope of Rome is like St. Peter, whoſe Chair 
he pretends to fill) inſtead of preaching the Goſ- 
pel to every Creature, preach it to no Creature. 
The Apoſtles, though prohibited upon Pain of 
Death to ſpeak publickly in the Name of Jeſus, 
| proceeded notwithſtanding to preach and propa- 
gate the Chriſtian Religion through all Nations 
but ſome Clergymen, though paid ſeveral thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year for Preaching Chriſt, will not 
do it, but will rather pay Hirelings Twenty Pounds 
a Year, Sc. to do that Drudgery, as they impiouſ- 
ly miſcall the moſt honourable of all Employ- 
ments, and which ſome of them are never like 
to be worthy of. 
To — the Prophets and Apoſtles obeyed 
God's Commiſſion of © putting the Trumpet to their 


« Mouth, and telling Jacob his Tranſgreſſion and 
FE ey Iſrael bis Sins;“ but ſome of our modern Pro- 


pPhets and Apoſtles will let the Trumpet of the 


_ Goſpel grow ruſty enough to be fold for old Braſs, 
before they will * it to their Lips. 


To 
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To ſum up all, the Vices of the Clergy may be 


— comprehended under the Heads of Ambition, Co- 
wetouſneſs, Lazineſs, Corruption, Luxury and Pride, 


And I think there is not one of all theſe,” chat is 


not as proper to that Order of Men, as the pe- 


culiar Qualities of the ſeveral Sorts of Animals 
are proper to them. But to go on, _ 


Suppoſe it ſhould be asked of ſome of our Cler- 


| ey, what they have been doing in this World ; 


one anſwers, * I have been ſuperintending the 


Affairs of the Church.“ Up ſtarts his Conſci- 

1 ence, and cries, « You are a Lyary you know 

you would have ſeen all the Churches in Europe 
at York, and the ſeven Churches of Afa into the 
Bargain, at any Time for the Income of a 
better Living, and greater Preferment ; and 
that you cared no more for the Church than 

you did for the State, but for whe Sake of her 
es fat Benefices.” 


Another being aſked what he had been doing, 


all his Life, anſwers, What ſhould T be doing 


&« but Teaching, Preaching, and Diſpenſing. the 
« Sacraments?” Well ſaid old Equivocation,” 


cries Conſcience ; That is what you ſhould have 


« done indeed, but what People ſhould do, and 
« what they actually do, are often very different 
« Things. But I will put you in mind .of your 
% Manner of ſpending your Time, which was as 
« follows: Your Life was divided among theſe 
e three Employmients, firſt, in conſtant and inde- 


é fatigable Diligence in ſtriving for Prefermegt, | 
"OR though by Pluralities or Biſhopricks. Secondly, 
WA gathering i. in and diſpoſing of the yearly In- 


25 come 


J 
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« come of your ſeveral Benefices and Livings. 
* Thirdly, in filling yourſelf with the good Things 
of the World, and that not at your own Charge, 
*© but at that of whoever would invite you,” 
Another being asked what he had been doing 
all his Life, his Conſcience anſwers for him in this 
Manner. He has been eating and drinking and 
ſleeping, and ſleeping and drinking and eating. 
He was always the merrieſt Man in the Com- 
_ «< pany at all Chriſtnings and Weddings and Pa- 
e riſh Feaſts. He could ſmoke Tobacco, drink 
Ale, and crack a Country Joke with any Fox- 
„ hunter in the County; and would fit with the 
“ Jaſt Man in the Company. "Pq 
Mt © As for Preaching or Inſtructing his People * 
| <* in the Doctrines of the Goſpel, and of Juſtifi- 
“ cation by the Blood and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus 
« Chriſt, and of the Nature of Faith and Re- 
„ pentance and true Holineſs, that are to be 
«© wrought in the Soul by the holy Spirit; he 
« ſeems himſelf to be quite a Stranger to theſe eſ- 
<« ſential Doctrines of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
« js conſequently not at all capable to inſtruct his 
ce poor ignorant People in them. And the 
| “ Scripture, which cannot be broken, affirms, hat 
jt. © if the blind lead the blind, both will fall into the 
; « Ditch: Which is a very a and _— 
* Conſideration.” 
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VI. The Difference between true Reli- 


gion, and a mere Profeſſion. 


'A FTER what I have faid concerning ſome 
of the more groſs Crimes of the Clergy . 


and Laity of this wicked Nation; I doubt 


not but Abundance of my Readers will be 


ready to bleſs themſelves, and ſay, with the Hy- 
pocrite in the Goſpel, ©* God, I thank thee, that 


« T am not as other Men, &c. no Whoremonger 


or Adulterer, no Haunter of Bawdy-houſes, no 
Keeper of Wenches, no Defiler of the Marriage 
Bed, no Hunter after Preferment, by venal and 
diſhoneſt Arts, no Betrayer of the Truſt of im- 
mortal Souls, no idle Eater of holy Bread, no 


Wolf in Sheep's Cloathing, Sc. He, who can tru- 


ly ſay ſo, can ſay ſo far very well; for to be a 
Man of common Honeſty, and innocent of the 
more atrocious Kinds of Wickedneſs, is, as the 
World now goes, to be one of a Hundred. But 
after all I muſt let ſuch People know, that, 
though they have gained thus much of the Way 
toward Heaven, as to be morally honeſt and in- 
nocent of the groſſer Kinds of Wickedneſs, yet 
they have no Reaſon from the Goſpel to hope 


they ſhall arrive there. As it would ſignify no- 


thing for a Man to reſolve to travel to York, and 
ſtop when he has got ten Miles from Landon. 
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It is my Purpoſe in this Paper to give the ſo- 

ber and well-diſpoſed a few Hints upon the moſt 
ſerioous, the moſt excellent, and moſt uſeful of 
all Subjects, namely, the Way for attaining a well 
grounded Hope of one's being in the right Road 
„ to everlaſting Happineſs. And I deſire, that ſuch 
of my Readers as are too polite to be ſerious or 
think of their Souls, or ſuch as cannot be entertain- 
ed unleſs they be diverted, or ſuch as are alway rea- 
dy to give up Inſtruction for Mirth and Humour, 
may paſs this Paper unread. For I had rather they 
ſhould not read it, than read it with an Averſion 
at the Subject, or find Fault unjuſtly with it, when 
the Cauſe of their Diſguſt is in themſelves. Not 

that I imagine there may not be Room enough 
for ſevere Criticiſm upon any of my poor Thoughts: 
But I only would wiſh not to injure the Subject I 
am going to treat of in the Opinion of any one, 
by laying in their Way what they may be unwilling 
to think of, and had better paſs over, than be 
more and more diſguſted at, and farther and far- 

ther from being reconciled thereto. | 

The general Advice of the Clergy, concern- 
ing the Way to attain Salvation, is, Go to Church, 


ſay Prayers, make the Reſponſes regularly, ſay, as it 
s in the Prayer Boot, Lord have Mercy upon us, 
| « Chriſt have Mercy upon us, Lord have Mercy up- 
| * on us, Good Lord deliver us, Good Lord deliver us, 


'| Good Lord deliver us, &c.” perhaps forty Times 
over in a Day, ſay the Creeds, the Ten Command- 
ments, and the Lord's Prayer, receive the Sacra- 
ment, keep Holidays, give Alms, and do good 
Deeds, and fo you are as ſure, of Heaven as if 
you was in it. | 


F 2 | This 


\ i 


68 The H. ghlandi 72 Speclator. 


This Doctrine they pretend to confirm by 


Reaſon and Scripture, particularly, from the Pa- 
rable of the tender- hearted Samaritan, their great 


Support on this Point. Though there are innu- 


merable Paſſages in Scripture proving that a Man 


may do many great and good Actions, and make 


a flaming Profeſſion of Religion, and yet fall 


miſerably ſhort of eternal Happineſs. 
Any one, who would be fatisfied on this Point, 


or indeed upon any one neceſſary to Salvation, 
may find all Intricacies fully cleared in Scripture z 


and the preſent Queſtion in particular expreſly 


anſwered in the Goſpel, John vi. The Multitude 
having ſeen the Miracles which Jeſus did, and 


taſted the Food he prepared, or rather by his Al- 


mighty Power created, for them in the Wilderneſs 
(for all that they fed upon, beſides the original 


few Loaves and Fiſhes, was inſtantaneouſly pro- 
duced out of nothing) and being till in the Dark 


as to their principal Duty, and the Method of 
Salvation, croſſed the Sea after him, that wa 


might be ſatisfied about it. 


Accordingly, we find their firſt Queſtion was, ver. 
28. What ſhall we do, that we may work the Works 
« of God.” No doubt they expected to be ſent 
back to the old ſhatter'd Covenant of Works; as 
may be concluded from the Style of their Que- 


ſtion. Some of their Teachers held, that good 
Deeds alone were the Work of God: Arminiani ſin 


tells us, fulfilling our own Righteouſneſs, and 
truſting to it, is the Work of God: Antinomianiſm 
tells us, Faith, without a good Life, is the Work 


of God : Ruakeriſm tells us, obſerving a certain 
Will | 


„ 
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Will, called the Light within them, is working the 


Work of God; and Popery tells us, kiſſing Pieces 
of rotten Wood and noiſom Bones, worſhipping 


a Parcel of Wax-work Dolls, believing the Word 
of a ſingle Prieſt againſt the Senſes of all Man- 


kind, and perſecuting with Fire and Sword all 
Men that will not be as great Fools as the Clergy 
would wiſh them : Popery, I ſay, teaches us, that 
theſe are the Works of God. But what doth the 
Voice of Truth itſelf ſay? What doth he, who beſt 


knew the Works of God, having come from Heaven 


to declare it to Men : What doth he affirm to be 
the Work of God ? © This is the Work of God,” faith 
he, that ye believe on him, whom he hath ſent,” ver. 
29. An Anſwer very different from all the above 
mentioned; which leads us to ſeek Salvation only 
by a true and faving Faith in Jeſus the Saviour and 
Surety, as he is propoſed in the Goſpel. 

There are many People, who are ready e- 
nough to own, that Jeſus is their Saviour; but at 
the ſame Time they hold, that their Salvation is 
not to be gained but by the Merits of Chrift and 
their own Works mixed together. But I would 
only ask thoſe Perſons, what Sort of Apparel 
could be made out of an equal Quantity of the 
Robes of a Prince and the Rags of a Beggar ? 


Juſt ſuch a patch-work Righteouſneſs will "they 


make out of the Merits of Chriſt and their own 
good Works mixed together; and I am afraid, 


that they, who think to go to the Marriage-Sap- 
per of the Lamb ſo attired, will meet with that 


dreadful Rebuke in the Parable of our Saviour, 
1 « Friend, 
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Friend, how cameſt thou in hither, not having on a 
&« Wedding Garment.” 

I. To return; we find in Scripture, that a 
Child of the Devil may make a loud Profeſſion 
of Religion, may be judged a ſincere Chriſtian by 
the People of God, and may ſhare in many Pri- 


vileges with them, and may believe himſelf to 


be of that Number, till that Day when all Secrets 
ſhall be revealed, when he ſhall find his fatal 
Miſtake. This we are taught in the Parable of 
the ten Virgins, Maith. xxv. | 

II. A wicked Man may ſuffer ſevere Compunction 


5 of Conſcience for Sin; may loath and hate, nay, 


even reſtore what he has unjuſtly gained; as we 
find Judas did, who is, notwithſtanding, called 
« the Son of Perdition.” 

III. A Man may give his Wealth to be beſtow- 
ed in pious or charitable Uſes, and yet be a very 
bad Man at Heart : For there are many other 
Views and Ends, from which a Man may do 
Actions that are in themſelves good, beſides the 
Views of pleaſing God and benefiting our Fellow- 
Creatures. Thus our Saviour himſelf tells us of 
ſome, who gave Alms that they might be ſeen of 
Men; and in As v. 1, 2, Sc. we read, that 
Ananias and his Wife Sappbira brought a conſider- 
able Sum, and laid it at the Feet of the Apoſtles: 
But their Diſingenuity and Oſtentation in it brought 
upon them a very ſevere Puniſhment, no leſs than 
immediate Death; for what, it is to be ſuppoſed, 
they expected to be richly rewarded for in another 
| World, and highly applauded in this. 

IV. A Man may have the greateſt Honours con- 


ferred - 


; 
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ferred upon him by the immediate Direction of 
God, and yet be but a wicked and worthleſs Man 
at Bottom, Thus we read (1 Sam. x. 19. xiii. 12.) 
that Saul was anointed King by the expreſs Com- 
mand of God, had © another Heart given him,” 
(a very ſtrong Expreſſion concerning ſo bad a 
Man, and ſeemingly near to the Notion of real 
Regeneration) and was likewiſe endued with the 
Spirit of Prophecy: And yet, after all, we find, 
from the Hiſtory of the latter Part of his Life, 
that he was forſaken of God, as a wicked Man 

and a Reprobate; and that his own. Crimes 
brought him down as low as the Goodneſs of 
God had formerly raiſed him high. | 
V. Very wicked Men have had a Power of 
working Miracles, and of bleſſing and curſing in 
an effectual Manner. Of the firſt the Magicians 
of Egypt, Judas Iſcariot, and ſeveral Wizards and 
Sorcerers, we read of in Scripture, are Inſtances; 
and of the latter, the Prophet Balaam ; who, 
though he had the Spirit of Prophecy, we are 
ſure was void of the Spirit of Grace. 
VI. A Man may even give that Proof, which 
Men account the ſevereſt Tryal of Sincerity' that 
can poſſibly be given, namely, Suffering Martyr- 
dom, and yet his Heart nòt be right in the Sight 
of God. This the Apoſtle aſſures us of in 
1 Cor. xiii. where he ſhews what great Lengths a 
wicked and unconverted Man may go, and yet 
continue a Stranger to that inward Work of 
Grace by the holy Spirit on the Heart, and to the 
real Power of Religion, which every Man muſt 
experience before he can arrive at that happy 
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a which qualifies a Man for Eternal Happi- 


neſs in Heaven. But the Scriptures are full of 
Inſtances proper upon this Head: Fehu (2 Kings x. 
25. —— 29.) killed the Prieſts of Baal, broke 
down his Altars, and baniſhed Idolatry out of 
*7rael. The Harlot, in Prov. vii. 14. offers her 
Peace-Offerings forſooth, and religiouſly keeps her 


Vows. The proud Phariſee faſts twice a Week, 


(a very extraordinary Degree of Abſtemiouſneſs) 
and pays Tithes of all he poſſeſſes ; a Proof at 


once of Honeſty, Generoſity, and a Contempt of 
'Riches ; three very conſiderable Virtues : Yet our 


Saviour tells us, that a poor Publican was rather 
juſtified in the Sight of God than he, Zuke xviii. 1 1. 
— 14. And in Exel. xxxiii. 31, 32. God declares 


by the Prophet, that the People of Jae! came 
before him willingly, and heard the Mind of 


Heaven declared to them with great Delight, and 
yet continued to be a wicked People, who © knew 
4c not God.” The Multitude, who followed Je- 
ſus a great Way by Sea and Land, at length turn- 
ed back and left him; a plain Proof that a Per- 
ſon may be diſtinguiſhed in a remarkable Man- 
ner, have great Signs of Regeneration, have great 
Confidence in themſelves, and yet be void of the 
ſaving Grace of God, Sc. 1 Kings xxi. 27, 29, 
3, 5, 15. Rom. ix. 16. Amos v. 21, 22. 
"Hap. it. 14. Matth. vi. 2, 5, 16, Phill. i. 15, 


16, 18. Matth. xxin. 23. 


Conſidering how full the Scriptures are of Hi- 
ſtories and Aſſertions, ſetting forth the exceeding 
Deceitfulneſs of the Heart of Man, and the Diffi- 


culty of knowing it aright, it is to be feared; that 


at 
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at the Day of Judgment, many, who think them- 
ſelves well affected toward the Method of Salva- 
tion through Jeſus Chriſt, and of a blameleſs Con- 
verſation, will find that they were no better than 
* Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt.” 

But if the Condition of a Man's Soul, ET a 
well- grounded Hope for Eternal Happineſs, be ſo 
very difficult to be aſcertained, and ſo likely to be 
miſtaken; ſurely no Enquiry, we can engage in, 
can be more important or momentous than to en- 


deavour to come at ſome tolerable Aſſurance con- 


cerning our everlaſting State in another World; 


all other Things, that may concern us, being but 


trivial and frivolous, when compared with it, as 
the greateſt Length of Time is, when compared 
with Eternity. If therefore there be any Marks 
or Characters in Scripture, by which a Man may 

judge of the State of his Mind in the Sight of 
God, they ought to be ſtudied by all Men with 
the ſtricteſt Care and Attention, in a Dependance 
upon God for his Help and Aſſiſtance; and Tryal 
to be made, whether they will agree to their 
Hearts and Diſpoſitions, with the moſt rigid Ac- 
curacy and Severity: A Miſtake in this Matter be- 
ing ſo fatal and irretrievable. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Ex- 


amine yourſelves whether ye be in the Faith, proue 


your ownſelves ; know ye not yourſelves, how that 
Chriſt Feſus is in you, except ye be Reprobates. John 
v. 39. Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have Eternal Life, and theſe are they which teſtify of 
me. Matt. xxil. 29, 31. Gal. iii. 21. 1 Jobn v. 
13. 1 Cor, xi. 28. But let a Man examine him- 


felf, 
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22 Sc. ver. 3 1. for if we would judge — we 
ſhould not be judged. 

I ſhall here ſet down, as they occur to me, tome 
Marks or Characteriſticks, which may be uſeful to 
ſuch as are willing to ſearch and try themſelves by 
mem. . . 
- {11 it is neceſſary, that the Eyes of a Man's Un- 
derſtanding be opened, that he may perceive him- 
ſelf to be vile and polluted by Sin: For he, who 
1s clean in his own Sight, is certainly unclean in 
the Sight of God. 

II. It is neceſſary for a Man to be convinced of 
his utter Inability to believe in or receive Jeſus 
Chriſt, without the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit 
of God. 

III. It is neceſſary, chal one ſee ſuch Perfec- 
tions in Jeſus Chriſt, as to make him the moſt 
amiable Object 1 in Heaven or Earth. 

IV. It is neceſſary, that a Man be reſolutely . 
termined to do the Will of God, without con- 
| ſulting with Fleſh and Blood, and without * 
ing worldly Intereſt. 

"TY" It is neceſſary, that upon a deliberate Con- 
ſideration of the Terms and Articles of God's 
Covenant, a Man be thoroughly ſatisfied with 
every Particular in it, and his Methods with the 
Children of Men, and ſee them all to be tran 
cendently excellent, and well ordered in all Things, 
and ſure. 

VI. It is neceſſary, that a Man be willing to 
ſerve God, without any Regard either to Rewards 
of Heaven, or the Puniſhments of Hell. 
El. It s neceſſary, that a Man hate Sin as 


much 
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much, nay chiefly, becauſe it is contrary to the 


holy Nature and Laws of God, as becauſe it is of 
a damning Nature, and will bring one to Eternal 


Miſery and Deſtruction. 


VIII. Ir is neceflary, that a Man make known 
all his Ways to God ; that he reſolve to reſign 
himſelf entirely to the Diſpoſal of Divine Provi- 
dence, and endeavour to ſubmit chearfully and 
patiently to croſs nn as s well as favour- 
able ones. 


IX. It is neceſſary, that a Man find in himſelf 


a Diſpoſition full of Kindneſs and Love to the 


People of God, without any other Motive or En- 
gagement, but their being intereſted with them- 
ſelves in the ſame Relation and Favour with God 
in Chriſt, and endued with Qualifications beco- 


ming the Goſpel and the Saints of the living 


God, 
X. It is neceſſary, that a Man receive Jeſus 


Chriſt in theſe three Offices, viz. 1. As a Prophet, 


to inſtruct him in all Things neceſſary to be known, 
and that his Inſtructions be received and ſubmit- 
ted to without Scruple or Reſervation. 2. As a 
Prieſt, to offer the Sacrifice of himſelf for Man- 
kind, and thereby. appeaſe Divine Juſtice, and to 
preſent Men and their Services to God, and make 
them acceptable to him : And 3. As a King, to 
rule in the Minds of Men, and ſubdue their wic- 
ked Nature and their Enemies, and to protect and 
preſerve his own People from Sin, Satan, the 

World, and all Dangers whatſoever. 
XI. It is neceſſary, that a Man ſeriouſly con- 
fider the Nature and Extent of each of the Sins 
| forbidden, 
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forbidden, apd Duties required in the Law of 
God, that he reſolve ſtrictly to obſerve his Law, 
and to keep all the Precepts of it, and avoid all 
the Sins forbidden in it : For we are told in Scrip- 
ture, that he who keeps the Law of God, and 
fails in one Point, is guilty of a Breach of the 
whole Law. 

XII. It is neceſſary, that a Man, in going to 
Ordinances, go with no other Deſign but only to 
ſeek the God of Ordinances ; for to go to the 
Places where God is worſhiped, merely becauſe it 
is the Cuſtom, or for any worſe End, ſuch as to 
-fee and be ſeen, or to make an oſtentatious Pre- 
tence of Religion, is altogether inconſiſtent with 
true Piety. 

XIII. It is neceſſary, that a Man have the Ex- 
perience of the Operation of the Holy Spirit of 
God upon his Mind, ſtirring up and invigorating 
its Deſires toward himſelf, and creating in it an 
earneſt Longing and impatient Expectation of the 
Enjoyment of himſelf through all Eternity. 
XIV. A Man may judge of the inward Diſpo- 

fition of his Mind, and whether the Grace of God 
is ſown in his Heart, by conſidering what Com- 
pany and Converſation he finds himſelf moſt in- 
dClinable to aſſociate with; whether with the Peo- 
ple of God, or with the Men of the World. 
XV. It is neceſſary, that a Man ſee in himſelf 
fo much of Sin, and a Propenſity to it, as might 
ſeem enough (ſo to ſpeak) to ſink a whole World 
to everlaſting Miſery, if God ſhould paſs Sentence 
according to Juſtice unmixed with Mercy. 
XVI. It is e that a Man ſee in Chriſt 


ſo 
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ſo much Excellency and Perfection, as is ſufficient 
to engage him to dedicate and give up himſelf en- 
tirely to him, Soul and Body, Heart and Life, 


Thoughts, Words and Actions, for Time and 


Eternity. 
XVII. It is neceſſary, that a Man have ſuch 2 


mortified Opinion of his own Weakneſs, as to 


ſee it as eaſy for him to pull the Sun down 
from the Firmament, or do any other Impoſſibi- 
lity, as to think one good Thought or do one 


good Deed without the Aſſiſtance of the Holy 


Spirit; and that if Heaven, with all its Happineſs, 
were poſlibly to be purchaſed by a good Thought, 
it muſt for ever be loſt, without the Aſſiſtance of 
the Grace of God. 

XVIII. Farther, a truly pious and regenerate 
Man will think it Matter of the deepeſt Sorrow to 
ſee the Wicked of the World around him going 
on in Sin, diſhonouring God, and haſtening their 
own Ruin ; and he will be ſo far from making it 
a Matter of Mirth, that he will both endeayour to 
work a Reformation upon them by good and 
well-timed Advice, and likewiſe intercede for them 


by fervent Prayer, and beg that God would be 


pleaſed to begin and accomplice that good Work 
in their Hearts, which all created Power is not 
able to do without his Interpoſition. 

XIX. A Man, who hath been renewed by the 
Grace of God, will find his greateſt Affliction to 


be that Body of Sin and Death, which he bears ; 


about with him, and which weighs him down in 


all his Endeavours to rife above this miſerable 


and 
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and wicked World, and troubles him both in his 
Devotions and all other Parts of his Life. 
XX. Laſtly, a Man, who is converted and 
born again, will determine himſelf “ zo love the 
% [ord with all his Heart, with all his Soul, and 
« with all his Strength ; and his Neighbour as bim- 
« ſelf.” And this he will reſolve upon to the ut- 
- moſt Extent of theſe two moſt extentive Com- 
mandments : Which is reſolving to keep them in 
another Sort of a Manner, than they are kept by 
the Men of this World. Rom. vii. 23. Gala. v. 
e ii. 2. Fehn v. 4. 2 Cor ii 1. 
Heb. x. 39. Epb. in 1, 18, 19. Lake xvü. 5. 
Rom. i. 16, 17. 1 Theſ. 1, 13. + Fohnv. 4, 5, 
10. As xxiv. 14. T/aiah lx. 2. Febr. ii. 13. 
1 Tim. iv. 8. 1 John i. 12. As xvi. 31. Ga- 
la. ii, 20. Alis xv. 2. Rom. iv. 19, 20. Epbe. 
6. 1 Kod? v. 4, 3. Heb. vi. 11, 12. x. 
22. Xii. 2. Ezek. Xil. 10. uiii. 30, 31. XXxvi. 
ZI. xvi. 61, 62. 63. Hojeah xiv. 2, 4. Eph. i. 
2. Like xiii. 3, 5. Als xvii. 30, 31. Coloſ. ii. 
„18, 19. Toe li. 12, 13. -P/abns 
evi. 1. Epb. i. 4s Mathew xn. 16. Rom. viii. 


43838, 23. A#s ix. 6. P/alms cxix. 127, 128. Job 


ii. 10. Epb. iv. 15, 6. 
Any Perſon, who, upon examining himſelf with 
that Strictneſs and Severity, which a Matter of 
the higheſt imaginable Importance requires, can 
apply to himſelf the foregoing Marks or Charac- 
teriſticks, may, upon good Grounds, conclude him- 
ſelf not far from the Kingdom of Heaven ; and 
may join, with a pious Exaltation of Mind- and 
inexpreſſible Tranſports, in all thoſe lofty Songs 
of 
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of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, of which the Scrip- 
tures are full; particularly, Rom. vii. 31. to the 
End.  Pſal. xxiii. .cxil. 22, 13, 14, 16. cx. 
Fohn xx. 28. Cant. ii. 16. They may alſo claim 
an Intereſt in all the glorious Promiſes in Scrip- 
ture; they being all purchaſed by Jeſus Chriſt for 
ſuch Perſons. And as ſure as the God of Truth 
cannot lye, ſo ſure is ſuch a Perſon of eternal Life. 
For, for this Purpoſe doth he give to his choſen 
People his holy Spirit, which enables them to re- 
ceive and believe in Jeſus Chriſt. Then, inſtead 
of joining with the Saints on Earth, they, in a 
ſhort Time, ſhall join the glorious Choir of Che- 
rubim and Seraphim, and of the Spirits of juſs Men 
made perfect. One Moment of which Joys will 
make them forget their good or their bad Situa- 
tion here upon Earth; the ſhort-lived Pleaſures 
and the light Afflictions of this World, 

It is no Wonder then though the pious and re- 
generate Man longs for the Bled Day of his Diſs 
| ſolution, when he is to be received into Heaven 
itſelf as into his Father*s Houſe, where the whole 
glorious Family of Angels and Saints will give him 
a kind and hearty Welcome, and which will 
crown all, he will be received by Feſus Chriſt 
himſelf with this delightful Salutation; “ Come, 
&« ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom pre- 
. pared for you before the World began.“ Tranſ- 
porting Sentence]! Raviſhing Salutation ! From 
the Mouth of the Son of God himſelf ! Then ſhall 
the Mouths of the bleſſed Saints be filled with 
Allelujabs and Songs of Praiſe, “ 10 him that 
22 1 them in his oon FOR. and made them 


«c Kings . 


8 The Highlandiſh Speclator. 


4 Kings and Priefs.” Then ſhall they ſay, Nor- 
10 thy is the Lamb, that was ſlain, to receive Ho- 
« nour and Glory, Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, 


s and glorify thy Name? Unto thee alone be the 


_ Honour of our Salvation. Not unto us, Lord, 
not unto us, but to thy Name be the Praiſe, Not to 
our Prayers, Tears, Reſolutions, Vows, Alms to 
to the Poor, our partaking of the Sacrament 
and Keeping of Holidays ; not to our holding our 
Profeſſion in the Midſt of Perils, and even in 


Contempt of Death itſelf; not to any Thing in or 


about us, or to any Thing we did or could do, 
but to thy unbounded Grace and Mercy alone, 


be the Honour and Praiſe for ever and ever. 


% Hoſanna to the Son of David | Bleſſed be he who 


« hath come in the Name of the Lord; Hoſanna 


in the higheſt !” 

How ought the pious and truly regenerate Man, 
who hath theſe glorious Hopes in him, to de- 
light himſelf in Contemplation upon the amiable 
Object and Author of his Hopes ! How ought he, 
1 fay, to exert a lively and vigorous Faith upon 
Feſus the Author and "Finiſher of his Faith The 
Contemplation of him will be the Employment of 
Eternity; and when the Saint on Earth employs 
himſelf in that Manner here, he begins that de- 
lightful Work which a whole Eternity will not fi- 
niſh. And God is pleaſed to give ſuch Manifeſta- 
tions of himſelf to his Saints here below, which 
the Men of the World have no Experience of, 
and which are by them accounted the Deluſions of 
an Enthuſiaſtick Brain; but that's no Matter, for 
they ſee enough of his celeſtial Beauty and Di- 
vine 
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vine Perfection, to over balance every thing what - 


ſoever, for by Faith they perceive in him the Bright- 
ne ſß of bis Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image of 


his Perſon. Yer what they enjoy here is but as the 


twinkling of a Taper, compared with the Bright= 
neſs of the Sun in his meridian Splendor ; but is 
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at the ſame Time as far ſuperior to the Pleaſure, 


which is received from the Enjoyment of the 
Smiles and Favour of the greateſt Prince or Po- 
tentate on Earth, as the Perfections and Attributes 
of God are ſuperior to the Weakneſs and Vileneſs of 


miſetable Man, <* who is but a Worm.“ 2 Cor. tits 


18. 1 Thefſ. iv. 14, 17. Luke xxiii. 43. Rom. 


V. 1, 2, iv. 17, Vi. 33. 2 Gor. 1. 2. an 
li. 5, 6. Heb; wii. 2%, 2 Cor. 1 6; S: Pſal. 
Xvi. 9. Rom. vili. 23. 2 Cor. xiii. 12. 1 John iii. 
2, Acls iii. 21. Pbil. i. 23. Tob, ane. 20, 2% 
Epb. i. 13, 14. Jobn vi. 37, 39. Xix. 15, 16. 
But, as the modeſt and diffident, who are gene- 
rallythe beſt and moſt pious Men; may perhaps be diſ- 
conſolate and caſt down upon examining themſelves 
by the foregoing Marks, and finding, that upon ma- 
ny Occaſions they come ſhort of that Strictneſs of 


Piety, and that Purity of Heart, which Religion 


requires: I ſhall therefore ſubjoin ſome Conſidera- 
tions which ſhould be regarded, and Allowances 
made for them, according to Scripture, Exod. 


xxxii. 1, 0 7. ver. 22, 23, 24. 2 Sam. xi. 2. Mark. 


xiv. 71, 2 Kings xx. 13. Luke xx. 31, 32. but 
with all Modeſty and Humility; for the Danger of 
being too ſuſpicious of one's State and Proſpect for 
Eternity, is much leſs than that of being too raſh 
and preſumptuous, | 
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The Conſiderations I mean are theſe, 
I. That a truly pious and regenerate Man is lia- 
ble to be deſerted of God, that is, to loſe for a 
Time, thoſe Manifeſtations of the divine Preſence, 
which are communicated to the Saints here on 
Earth. This may be occaſioned by ſome Defection 
on the Part of the Perſon, which may provoke 
God to puniſh him by hiding his Face from him 
for a Seaſon. d 
II. A good Man is liable to be tempted of the 

Devil, and drawn into very grievous Sins againſt 
God, to the great Diſturbance and Interruption 
of his Peace. 

III. A truly good Man may be enſnared by the 
Allurements and Pleafures of the World. 5 
IV. He may be deceived by his own Heart. 
And by all theſe means the Evidences, which he 
had concerning his State, may be ſo darkned and 
obſcured, that he may be ready to cry out with 
'  Heman, Pſalm Ixxxviii. 14. Lord why cafteth thou 
off my Soul, why bideſt thou thy Face from me, ver. 15. 
J am afflifted and ready to die, Sc. while I ſuſter 
thy Terrors, I am diſtracted; and to conclude himſelf to 
be in Danger of being eternally baniſhed from the 
Bight and Preſence of God. 
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VII. Atheiſm and Judaiſim conſidered. 


1 T is an Obſervation of the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. xiv, 


1,——XxXvi. 1. The Fool bath ſaid in bis 
 «« Heart, there is no God.” 


would have ſaid ſo. However, though he was 


ſuch a Fool as to ſay ſo, he took Care to fay it 
only in his Heart, that no Body might have the 


Pleaſure of laughing at his Folly. 

But we have heard of ſome Fools, who have 
been leſs prudent and diſcreet than the Fool here 
mentioned by the Pſalmiſt, and have been at the 
Pains to ſay this both in their Hearts, and with 
their Mouths, and to write and print themſelves 
Fools, by aſſerting, that there is no God; and the 


Number of ſuch Fools is-not ſmall, if we conſider 


the Extremity of this Folly, 

There are three Sorts of Atheiſts. . 

I. Atheiſts in Judgment, that is, ſuch as actually 
believe within themſelves, that there is no Supreme 
Being. This Sort of Atheiſts, however, I believe are 
but an imaginary or chimerical Sort, that have no 


Exiſtence : And it is the Opinion of many judicious 
Men, that ſuch Perſons are only Pretenders z and 


that God hath placed a Witneſs in the Breaſt of every 
Man and Woman, which at Times will fo 
ſtrongly impreſs upon them the Notion of his 
Exiſtence, as to render it impoſſible for them to 


oppoſe the Belief of it. "ul 
Rr U. 


And none but a Fool 
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II. A ſecond Sort of Atheiſts, who are very nu- 
merous, are they, who may be rather ſaid to wiſh 
than believe that there is no God. They are ſuch 
as have Reaſon to be perſuaded, that, if there be a 
God, they cannot eſcape his Vengeance for their 
Crimes. | 
III. A third Sort of Atheiſts are thoſe called 

practical Atheiſts. They are ſuch Perſons as, 
though they cannot rid themſelves of the Belief of 
a Being of infinite Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Juſtice, 


who is to judge the World at the laſt Day, and 


.render to every Man according to his Works; yet 
live in a perpetual Contempt of his Authority, and 
ſo much contrary to his Laws, that they reduce 
themſelves to the wretched Shift of perſuading 
themſelves by falſe and ſophiſtical Arguments, that 
there is no God, and that there will be no Judg- 
ment of the World ; and that the Soul of Man 


will vaniſh into nothing at Death, as the Beaſts 
that periſh, 


One very groſs and irrational Argument uſed by 


ſome on this Occaſion, is, That ſince no Man hath 


ſeen God at any Time, and ſince the moſt learned 


can give no Account of his Nature and Manner of 
Exiſtence 3 it is unreaſonable to believe in a Being, 
who is confeſſedly inviſible and incomprehenſible. 


This Argument, beſides its Irrationality, is mon- 
ſtrouſly daring and impious. And it is not to be 


doubted, but if God ſhould take ſuch Perſons, as 
deſire to be convinced in this Manner, at their 
Word, and appear for their Conviction; there is, 
I fay, no doubt to be made, but it would be with 
them as it was with the Maelites, who ſaid to Mo ty 
Exo 


apy 8 
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Exod. xxi. 19. Speak thou with us, and we will 
& hear; but let not God ſpeak, left we die.“ But they, 
who reaſon thus, ought to conſider the Abſurdity, 
they draw themſelves into, viz. of aiming to com- 
prehend an infinite God with finite Underſtandings; 
which is more ridiculous, than it would be, to en- 
deavour to make a Bottle contain an Ocean. The 
Difference between theſe two is very great, but 
ſtill it is but a finite Difference, both be- 
ing finite Things: But the Difference betwixt 
God and the human Underſtanding is infinite; the 
firſt being eternal and Self-exiſtent; the latter crea» 
ted and mortal; the firſt incomprehenſible z and 
the latter comprehenſible and finite, 

Farther, why do not ſuch Perſons, as deny the 

| Exiſtence of God upon an Account of his Incom- 
prehenſibility, likewiſe deny the Exiſtence of the 

World upon Account of irs Incomprehenſibility ? 

Can any one of theſe ſagacious Reaſoners give any 

tolerable Account of the Nature of that Faculty 

within Men, which diſtinguiſhes them from the 

Brutes ? Can any of them account fer the Manner 

in which he himſelf had Life communicated to him 

from his Parents? Why don't they then deny that 

there is ſuch a reaſoning Faculty in Men ? Or why, 

don't they deny, that they themſelves are alive? 

Can any of theſe deep Philoſophers, who are for 

circurnſcribing their Belief by the ſame Bounds 

which limit their Underſtandings 3 can any of them, 

I fay, give any Account how the Soul moves the 

Body, or how Motion is performed? If they can- 
1 not, why don't they, like the old Philoſopher, deny 


| 3 chat there is ſuch a as Motion in World? 
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On any of them account for any Thing in Matter 


beſides a few of its ſuperficial Qualities and Pro- 
perties? 

Why then do they nat deny the Exiſtence of 
Matter, ſince they underſtand fo little about that 
which they underſtand the beſt of all Things in the 
World? Can any of them account for the Cauſes 
and Cures of a hundred Diſeaſes of the Body ? Can 
any of them explain what it is that occaſions the 
prodigious Difference in Capacity between a New!on 
and an Ideot? Or can any of them give the Rea- 
ſon why a Blow on the Head may bring down 4 


Newton to the ſame pitch of Underſtanding with 
an Ideot? If they cannot account for theſe, why 


don't they deny that there is any Difference be- 
| tween a Newton and an Ideot? Can any of them 
conceive how any one of the five Senſes is per- 
formed ? If they cannot, why don't they deny all 
the five ? 

To deny the Being of him who hath wrought ſo 
many glorious Works, and for whom the whole 
Creation witneſſeth, is a Pitch of Folly and Im- 
piety, which one would wonder how rational Crea- 
tures can work themſelves up too. He hath placed 
the Sun in the midſt of the Firmament of Heaven, 
as the great Lamp to enlighten the World, and 
hath clothed him with ſuch Beauty and Splendor, 
that no Eye can ſtedfaſtly behold him. He hath 
ſtretched out the lofty Pavilion of the Heavens, 
and covered it with ſuch a Multitude of Stars as 
no Man can Number. He gives his Command, 
and the weighty Waters riſe up from off the Earth, 


and out of the Deeps of the Sea; and afterwards 
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are poured down again upon the Ground in ſuch 
Floods, that it ſeems aſtoniſhing how the Air 
could ſuſtain them. He utters his Voice in the 
Heavens in Thunders, and ſends forth his Light- 
nings over the World, which dart from Eaſt to 
Weſt in the twinkling of an Eye, The Earth it- 
ſelf, though inſenſible and inanimate, ſhakes as if 
through Fear of its Almighty Creator. And what 
Man can anſwer him with a Voice like his? He 
opens the ſecret Paſſages of the Earth, to receive 
the Waters of the Sea, and thereby refines and 
ſends it over the dry Land. He ſhuts up the 
Winds as in a Priſon, and, at his Pleaſure, lets 
them looſe upon the Face of the Earth or oyer 
the Ocean, and they tear up Trees, and overwhelm 
Ships in the Fury of their Paſſage. 

Theſe and many more wonderful Things he doths 
and the meaneſt of his Works is infinitely above the 
Reach of all united Power, beſides his own, to ac- 
compliſh, The meaneſt Inſet is a Work too 
hard for all the Men on Earth to make, We often 
meet with Statues and Pictures of Creatures made 
by Men; but what Man can breathe into them 
the Breath of Life? And even the Creatures to 


whom God hath already given Life, when it pleaſes 


him to take away their Life again, What created 
Power can preſerve it one Moment after the ap- 
pointed Time? Thus he doth in the Armies of Hea- 
ven, and among the Inhabitants of Men, whatever 
ſeemeth to him good, and none can ſtay bis Hand, or 
ſay to him, what doſt thou ? 

At any Rate, whether there be a God or not, I. 
hope no Atheiſt will pretend to demonſtrate that 
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there is not a God. The moſt they can do, is ta 
bring his Exiſtence into Diſpute, and to wrangle 
about it, and puzzle themſelves and any others, 
who will be Fools enough to liſten to their idle and 


empty Sophiſtry. 


Now, if there be but the leaſt Chance imagina- 
ble, that the Exiſtence of God ſhould prove a 
Truth, methinks the ſmalleſt Degree of Prudence 
in the World ſhould direct thoſe Men to prepare 
for it and reckon upon it. 

For, if it ſhould prove a Truth, it muſt be a ter- 


rible Truth to them. They, who now deny God, ſhall 


moſt certainly be forced at laſt to own him. They 
who would not ſee him in his Works, nor hear him 
in his Word, ſhall certainly feel him in his Wrath. 

They, who would not have him to reign over their 
Hearts, them he will certainly rule with a Rod of 
Iron. If the Polſherd of Earth ftrive with its Maker, 
it ſhall certainly be daſhed in pieces. They, who 
ſhut their Eyes and their Ears againſt God in this 
World, ſhall not be able to fly from his Vengeance 
in the other. They, who will not hear the till 
ſmall Voice of the Goſpel, ſhall not be able to ſhut 
their Ears againſt the thundering Sound of the dread- 


75 Beg 

Next to thoſe, who deny the Being of God, are 
ſuch as deny the Truth of the Scriptures, or of the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

They who deny the SN like all Perſons 


that are reſolved to oppoſe, right or wrong, take 
up with a very wretched Cavil, viz, That they 


are 
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are not of the Antiquity they pretend to, or that 


they do not contain all Things neceſſary to be be- 
lieved and practiſed in order to Salvation; there 
having been many very valuable Manuſcripts burnt 
at the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, Sc. As if the 


Providence of God was not able to take Care, that 
any inſpited Writings he intended ſhould be handed 
down to the laſt Ages of the World, ſhould eſ- 
cape the general bann; of Cities or King- 


doms. 


The Oppoſers of Jeſus Chriſt and his Religion 
are the Deiſts and the Jews. It was the conſtant 


and incurable Error of the Jews, that the Meſſiab 


was to come as a ſecular Prince with great Power 
and Magnificence, and to deliver their Nation from 
Slavery. This Error they were drawn into chiefly 
by taking the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament 
concerning the Glory and Kingdom of the Meſſiab 
in a literal Senſe. And, when they found that 
Feſus of Nazareth was the ſuppoſed Son of a Car- 
penter, and that through his whole Life, there was 


nothing of Grandeur or Pomp affected or deſired 


by him; and more eſpecially, when they found 
that at his Dcath he was numbered with the Tranſ- 
greſſors, and ſuffered as a Malefactor; when they 
found, that none of the Scribes or Elders believed 
on him, and that his Diſciples were a Set of mean 
illiterate Men; they then concluded, that he was 
not the Maſſiab, that was to come; but that they 


muſt look for another. This fooliſh Reaſqgning of 
the 7ews may be reſolved into the following Ab- 


ſurdities, viz. That it is impoſſible the Prophecies of 
the Old Teftament ſhould by any means be intended 
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to be underſtood metaphorically, but literally; 


: 


that,. becauſe the es were firmly bent to believe 
that the Saviour of the World muſt be a great 


Prince; therefore it was impoſſible but God muſt 


humour their Prejudice; though the Scriptures in- 
form us, that God's Thoughts are not like our Thoughts, 
nor bis Ways, like our Ways; that it was unreaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe that the Saviour of the World 
ſhould ſuffer Death ; though Greatneſs is as much, 
if not more, ſhown in ſuffering bravely, as in act- 
ing greatly; and though the very Nature of the 


Thing obviouſly requires, that he, who is to ſave 


the World from ſuffering, muſt ſuffer for the 
World; that, becauſe the Scribes and Rulers did 
not believe in Feſus, he could not poſſibly be the 
true Meſſiab, becauſe it was impoſſible ſuch learned 
Men ſhould be miſtaken ; but the Ways of God 
are infinitely above the narrow — of blind 
ſhort-ſighted Men. 

Had the Saviour of the World come with all 
the Pomp and Magnificence of a King, armed with 
viſible Power and backed with Armies; who would 
then have dared to put forth his Hand againſt him? 
or who would have been able to hurt him? And 
how then could the ſuffering Part of his Mediation 
have been fulfilled? That the Scribes, the Prieſts, 
and other Church-men ſhould oppoſe Jeſus Chriſt, 
was no great Wonder, Churchmen in all Ages have 
been remarkably impatient of Contradiction, and 
thoſe of the Jews more than any others; being 
doubly obſtinate, viz. as Jews, and as Churchmen. 
Farther, it is well known, that of all Sarts of Con- 
tradiction, chat Sort is the moſt diſagreeable, which 
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is uſed for ſhewing People their Faults. Now our 
Saviour, like a faithful Preacher, took all Oppor- 
tunities of reproving the Hypocriſy, Pride, and 
Oſtentation of the Scribes and Phariſees, and of 
finding Fault with what they valued themſelves 
chiefly upon, There are therefore many Reaſons 
for the Oppoſition our Saviour met with from the 
Rulers of the Church; which the Fews, if they had 
not been blinded with Prejudice, might eaſily have 
ſeen and made Allowances for. | 
There were ſeveral very ſingular and amazing 
Circumſtances aboyt our Saviour's Death, which 
carry with them Convictions, of his being the Son 
of God, ſo bright and glaring, that it is aſtoniſhing 
that any reaſonable Creature ſhould be capable to 
ſhut its Eyes againſt them. Pilate, the Judge who 
condemned him, declared once and again to the 
People, that he thought him an innocent and juſt 
Man ; he refuſed frequently to yield to their wicked 
Deſires, or to paſs the Sentence of Death upon him; 
he took Water, and waſhed his Hands, to teſtify, 
that he wanted to be thought clear of ſuch a hor- 
rible Piece of Wickedneſs as the Death of an inno- 
cent Perſon. But he knew the Danger he was in, 
of being pulled down from his Judgment-Seat, and 
torn in Pieces, by the Fury of a diſtracted Mob, 
ſpurred on by a Set of hot-headed Churchmen, 
whoſe tender Mercies, he knew, were Cruelty. 
Another remarkable Circumſtance, attending the 
Death of our Saviour, was, That Judas, who was 
a hardened, wicked Wretch, yet was ſo ſtruck with 
the Horror of the heinous Wickedneſs he had com- 
mitted, that he reſtored the yery Bribe, for Love 
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of which, he had betrayed his Maſter, and went 
and hanged himſelf, And we are likewiſe told of 
one extraordinary Circumſtance relating to his 
Death, viz. That his Body burſt open, and bis Bowel's 
guſbed out. An Inſtance of the Diſpleaſure of God 
againſt that atrocious Monſter, which could not 
eſcape the Knowledge of the Jews, and might have 
ſer ved to convince them, by fo remarkable an In- 
terpoſition of the Hand of God againſt Judas, that 
they, who had had any Hand in the Death of Fe- 
fus, were highly guilty in the Sight of God, as 
well as he who wickedly betrayed him. 

Another of theſe remarkable Circumſtances at- 
tending the Death of Christ, was the Declaration 
of the Centurion, That of a Truth he was the Son 
of God, The Conviction and Confeſſion of that 
ſimple, unprejudiced, illiterate Man, is an ever- 
laſting Reproach againſt the Obſtinacy and Unbe- 
lief of the ſtubborn and unreaſonable. Jes, who 
had ſo many Grounds for giving their Aſſent, in- 
ſtead of refuſing it ſo obſtinatety. But why ſhould 
I mention theſe? The very Heavens and the Earth 
bore Witneſs to the Divinity of our Saviour at his 
Death. The very dead aroſe out of their Graves 
to teſtify his Godhead, The Earth ſhook and 
trembled with Horror of the moſt heinous Crime 
that ever was committed upon it. Though its 
more ſtupid Inhabitants were not afraid; but da- 
ringly imprecated upon themſelves and their Chil- 
dren, the Guilt of the Blood of the Son of God. 
The flinty and unfeeling Rocks rent as if for Pity; 
but the harder Hearts of the Jews were unmoved. 
The Sun, as if aſhamed and afraid to behold ſuch 
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a Scene of Horror, retired out of Sight, and would 
not lend his Light to that monſtrous Act of Wick. 
edneſs, even the Crucifixion of the Son of God. 
The Fews are extremely proud, and very unrea- 
ſonable, becauſe a great many of the Heatbens were 
cut off and {wept away from before them, and 
their Lands given to them and their Children. But 
they ought to conſider that it was not ſo much on 
Account of their Righteouſneſs, or Uprightneſs of 


their Heart, that God gave to them thoſe Countries, 


as it was on Account of the exceſſive Wickedneſs 


of thoſe Heathen Nations, that he drove them out 


of the Lands they had long poſſeſſed. Deut. ix. 4, 5. 
And accordingly, whenever the Meaſure of the - 
Sins of the Fews was full, thoſe Lands were taken 
from them again, as they had formerly been taken 
from the Heathens, when the Meaſure of their Sins 
Was full. 

It is very wonderful, that the Fews ſhould be fo 
much puzzled as they are about the Cauſe which 
brought upon them ſuch Judgments as Heaven ne- 
ver inflicted upon any other People on the Face of 
the Earth. Joſepbus ſays, the Miſeries the Fewiſb 
Nation ſuffered at the taking of 7eruſalem, were 
the moſt grievous that ever were heard of upon 
Earth, in-any Age or Nation, and expreſles his 
Wonder what could provoke Heaven to puniſh them 
with ſuch exceſſive Severity. And the heavy Hand 
of God appears to this Day upon that unhappy 
People in a moſt ſignal and diſtinguiſhing Manner, 
They are to this Day an Aſtoniſhment and a Hiſ- 
fing among all the Nations, as they were threatned 
by the Prophets of old, They are a People diſtin. 


guiſhed 


e 
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guiſhed from all others on the Face of the Earth, 
and yet are not a Kingdom. Though they are 


3 blended and mixed with the Inhabitants of all the 


Nations of the Earth, they are ſo effectually diſt in- 
guiſhed from all other People, that they are always 
known at the firſt Glance, 

Other Nations have been cut off or deſtroyed for 
their Sins by the immediate Judgment of God. But 


they have always been ſo utterly deſtroyed and ſwept 


away, that no Remains of them have been left: On 
the contrary, the Puniſhment of the eus is, by the 
immediate Direction of the Majeſty of Heaven, 
protracted and continued for above Fifteen Hun- 


dred Years after their final Deſtruction as a King- 


dom. And the very Preſervation of that People is 
certainly intended by Divine Providence for making 
the Judgments of God the more viſible to Men. 
When the Veil of their Temple was rent from the 


Top to the Bottom, it plainly pointed out that 
their Religion, of which they were ſo fond and ſo 


proud, was going to be aboliſhed, and that there 
was to be no longer any Diviſion betwixt them and 
the Gentiles, Our Saviour having by his Coming, 
fulfilled all the Prophecies, and by his Sacrifice of 


himſelf put an End to all other Sacrifices and out- 


ward Ceremonies, which were only Typical of 
him ; it was obvious that there was to be no 
farther Occaſion for their Temple or their Al- 
tars, or their endleſs and burdenſom Ceremo- 
nies. 

Since therefore the Jews may reaſonably con- 
clude, that the greateſt Puniſnments, that ever 
were inflicted upon any Nation, were drawn down 
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upon them by their having committed the 
greateſt Crime that ever was committed by any 
Nation; and ſince they may reaſonably conclude, 
that their Repentance for their horrible Crime, viz. 
that of the ſhedding the Blood of the Son of God, 
and their receiving and believing him to be the true 
Meſſiah, is the beſt Proof they can give of their 
Repentance : So I ſay, ſince they may reaſonably 
conclude, that nothing but the ſame Blood of Jeſus 
Chrif the Son of God, will waſh away their Sin, 
and reſtore them to that Favour with God, which 
their Sin has loſt them; they ought, no Doubt, 


to loſe no Time, but without Heſitation break off 


their Sin by Repentance, and thereby endeavour 
to haſten the Completion of the Prophecy in the 
Scriptures, in their Favour, viz. ** That they are 
& to be reſtored at laſt with the Fulneſs of the 
« Gentiles ; a Time which all good and benevolent 
« Men earneſtly deſire to ſee.” Taiah i. 25, 26, 
27. i.—6. ix. 6, 7, xi. I—12. xii. through- 
out. xiv. I, 2, 3. XXV. 9. XXvii. 20, xxviii. 
16, 17. xxxli. 18, xxxv. throughout. xl. 1, 2. 
xlii. 1-9. xlvili. 4—20. Klix., 5, 6, 7. l. 6, 8. 


Iii. 13, 14, 18. li, throughout. lviii. 8, 9. lix. 


3, 4, 16, 20. Ki. 1,2, 3 CL MHELSES 
Izv. 1, 2, 7. Ixvi. 3,4. Rom. xi. 12, 25. Hoſea 
Xiv. Micahv. 1—8. Zech. vii. 12. Matt. i. 16. 
1 Pet. i. 18, 19. Epb. iv. 8. Col. ii. 15. Heb. i. 
5. 1 John i. 14. Gal. iv. nn ik 10s 
17. vii. 24. X. 6. 7. Rom. x. 4. Xvi. 


An 
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VIII. An Addreſs to the Diſſenters in 
England, &c. 
intend to fill up this Paper by a few well meant 
1 Thoughts for Phe Uſe of thoſe called Proteſtant 
Diſſznters, diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Puritans, 
&c. with ſome of the Profeſſors of the Church of 
England; and as I bear them a very ſincere and 
hearty Affection, I earneſtly wiſh, That what I 
ſhall ſay, may be of as much Service to them, as 
I intend it, and much more than I dare preſume to 
hope from my own mean Abilities. 
Firſt, I will take the Liberty of adviſing ſome 
of them, (for many of them are not to be charged 
with this Practice,) not to be unreaſonably cen- 


ſorious, and to uſurp a Power not belonging to 
them, I mean by judging other Men's Hearts, or 


their State with reſpect to Salvation. No Error 
is more preſumptuous, or more unbecoming a Chri- 


ſtian than the Opinion, that none but thoſe of our 
own Sect or Party ſhall be ſaved. Our Saviour's 
mediatory. Prayer is full of a Spirit very different 
from this; John xvii. He there prays, That all 
the Elef may be one, as God the Father and be him- 
ſelf were one. And ſurely it is not the Way for 
any to be one in this Senſe, to endeavour to widen 
every little Breach, and to exclude from the Favour 
of God, in our narrow and ſhort-ſighted Imagination, 


all Men who happen to differ from us in Matters of 
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ſmaller Importance when the Eſſentials of Religion 
are not neglected. Our Saviour likewiſe, in Jobn 
x. 16. ſays, 1 have Sheep not of this Fold.“ 

We ought not therefore to imagine, that all with - 
out our own Fold are Goats, and not Sheep, (to uſe 
the Scripture Metaphor,) ſince our Saviour calls 
thoſe of one Fold Sheep as well as of another. We 
read how Miriam and Aaron chided againſt Moſe; 
for marrying an Etbiopian Woman. And no doubt 
but it was Matter of Conſcience with them. But 
though they were Saints of the living God, yet to 
ſupport their Argument they ſaid, Hath the Lord 
only ſpoken by Moſes, hath he not ſpoken alſo by us, 
Numb. xii. 1, 2. So we may ſee the Conſequence 
of their Preſumption; and the Lord heard it, and 
in ver. 10. Smote Miriam with a Leproſy; yet for 
all this Iſrael was at all Readineſs to accept of them 
again into their Camp, judging them with a Spirit 
of Charity, and not with Contempt. We find in 
Addis xv. that a great Contention aroſe concernin 
Circumciſion, which cauſed much Heat and Divi- 
ſion among the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians. 
And, though Paul and Barnabas agreed about this 
Matter, yet we find in the 39th verſe, how much 
they differed about one Member's going with them to 
vi/it the Churches, upon which the Strife roſe ſo high, 
that they parted, and we don't hear of their meet- 
Ing again. And, though they happened to differ 

ſo much in this Affair, we are by no means to con- 
clude either of them, void of the Grace of God ; 
nor, I believe, will the ſtrictect Partizan of any 
Sect whatever do: And yet ſome of the Bigots, 
both of the Church of England, and of the 
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tans, are apt to conclude fo, concerning any Per- 
ſon of our own Times, who happens to differ from 
them in Matters of as little Moment. This is cer- 
tainly and extremely unreaſonable ; for, if Paul and 
Barnabas above Sixteen Hundred Years ago, may be 
ſuppoſed to have been both Saints of the firſt Rate, 
though they happened to difagree about ſome Cir- 
cumſtantials; what hinders a Preſbyterian and a 
Church of England. Man to be both good Men now, 
although they happen to differ in ns amen 
tials? Truth was as much Truth in thoſe primitive 
Times as now; and the ſame Thing may perhaps 
be faid of the Difference betwixt Paul and Barnabas, 
as may be ſaid of the like Differences in our own 
Times, namely, That there were Faults on both 
Sides, and that much leſs Heat and Strife would 
be more becoming ia all Matters of ſmall Conſe- 
quence, Sc. 

Farther, we find, in Mark ix, 38 1 That 
one of the Diſciples of our Saviour takes upon him 
to rebuke one for caſting out Devils, becauſe he did 
not follow them: but the Anſwer his Lord and 
"Maſter gave him, ſhews how different his Sentiments 
were in ſuch Matters; and how much more large 
his Views and Notions of Things than thoſe of his 
Diſciples. &« Forbid bim not; (lays he) for they 
*C- that are not againſt us, are for us. An Anſwer, 
Which may ſtop the Mouths of many People of 


narrow and contracted Spirits among us at this 


Day. Do we not ſee that the great Creator pla- 
ced that glorious and univerſal luminary, the Sun, 
in the Firmament in ſuch a Manner as he may dif. 
penſe his Lig..t and Heat to all Climates and all 
Kingdoms, 
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Kingdoms, Tongues, and Languages, around the 
Earth, howſoever they may differ from one anothet 
in Principles of Religion or Forms of Worſhip ? 
Ought not the Obſervation of this to teach us, 
that he, who can ſend his Rain and Sun-ſhine, and 
all the Bleſſings of Nature, over every diſtant Cli- 
mate and Country, can likewiſe diſpenſe the graci- 
ous Influences of his holy Spirit to many different 
Sects of Men, who live perhaps in the ſame Coun- 
try. And, if it may be ſuppoſed, or rather, if it 
be certain, that God can and doth this, upon what 
pretence dare we withhold our brotherly Affection 
from thoſe from whom he hath not withheld his 
boly Spirit ? Or who are we, that dare take upon 
us to ſay to the unbounded and unreſtrained Grace 
of God; „ Hitherto ſhalt thou come, and no Jar 
« tbe” 


There is a very quaint and arch kind of Defence, 
ſometimes made uſe of by Perſons who pretend to 
juſtify this narrow and contracted Manner of ſtick- 
ling violently for every little circumſtantial Doctrine 
or Opinion, namely, That Truth is like Gold, 
« the ſmalleſt Portion of it very precious, and well 
% worth contending for.“ But ought not they, who 


advance this Argument, to conſider, That (to an- 


ſwer them in their own way) Gold itſelf may be 
bought too dear. And if giving up the Spirir of 
Chriſtianity, dividing thoſe we ought to endeavour to 
unite, and raiſing more Diſturbance about a diſputed 
Point or Form of Worſhip than they are wotth, (of 
which I could give many Inſtances ;;) and if this be 
not buying Truth too dear, I know not What 1 is. 
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We maintain, that learned and important Diſ- 
putes, divide Kingdoms, and ſometimes even Fa- 


milies, perſecute one another, and ſheath our 


Swords in one another's Bowels, about ſome con- 
troverted Point of Doctrine, which perhaps neither 
Side underſtands much about, or about ſome Cir- 
cumſtance in the Manner of worſhipping God; while 
in the mean Time they all agree upon the Funda- 
mentals of Religion upon which the Faith of God's 

Ele& is dependant, Cc. Rom. xiv, 3. Let not him 
that eateth, deſpiſe him that eateth not; and let not 
him which eateth not, judge him that eateth, for 
God hath received him. 

We do not read, in our Saviour's Account of 
the laſt Judgment, who certainly knew the. beſt 
how the State of Men is to be determined at the 
End of the World ; we do not read, I fay, in it, 
that it ſhall on that Day be aſked of any Man, 
whether he was a Member of this or that Church, 
or Diviſion of a Church ; whether he kept the 
Church or Meeting ? But whether he from a Prin- 
ciple of Grace and Love to God, abounded in 
Works of Charity and Mercy? whether he fed the 
Hungry, cloathed the naked, or viſited the Sick and 
the Priſoner! of ſuch as was his Diſciples; which he 
accounts as done to himſelf. Mat. x. 40, 41, 42. 

At the ſame Time I would not be thought to 
contend, that a Form or Manner in worſhipping 
God, warranted from Scripture, 1s not proper and 
neceſſary; nor that we ought to be altogether cold 


and indifferent with regard to Matters of inferior 


Conſequence in Belief. On the contrary, I look 
upon any Abfurdity i in either of them, as an Error 
well 
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well worth correcting, if it can be done without 
occaſioning more Miſchief in the Doing it, than 
will over-balance the Advantages that may be gai- 
ned by it when done. Nor do I think there can 
be much Fault found with any one, who, either 


in Converſation or in Print, endeavours to ſhew the 
Unreaſonableneſs of many of the peculiar Abſurdi- 


ties or Oddities of any Sect, more eſpecially, if 
ſuch Sect or Church ſeem to value themſelves much 
upon thoſe Formalites, and deſpiſe thoſe who do 
do not obſerve the ſame, or to put them in the 
Room of the weightier Matters of Religion; which 
is indeed the only Conſideration that induced 
me to publiſh a few Thoughts upon the Singu- 
Jarities and Ceremonies of a certain Church in our 
Times. | 
I would farther adviſe you to beware of 
prying too curiouſly into the Caſes and Affairs of 
other Men. We ſee how Peter is reproved by our 
Saviour for a Piece of ſuch idle Curioſity, when he 
asked him, Lord what fhail this Man do? Fobn 
XX. 21, 22. The Anſwer he receives is a very ſharp 
one, namely, I will that he tarry till J come, 
«© what is that to thee ;, follow thou me. As if he 
had ſaid, Peter, I have given you a Commiſſion 10 
feed my Sheep, this, and your own Salvation 
is whac you are only mind. As for this 
other Diſciple, I will employ him as TI ſee pro- 
per; therefore give yourſelf no Trouble about 
any thing without the Sphere of your own Duty, 
You know already, that you are not Proof againſt 
Temptation; it will therefore be proper that the 
Attention to your own Buſineſs ingroſs all your 
Care, leſt, while you turn aſide after Matters of 
H 3 | | vain 
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vain Curioſity, you fall behind in running your 
Chriſtian Race. ,, Secret Things belong to the Lord; 


e but that which is „ to us and to our Children.“ 


The great Diſadvantage ariſing from the indulging 


of vain Curioſity, is, That all the time, that is 


conſumed in it, is not only loſt, but turns to our 


own Prejudice; as it is impoſſible to give a ſtrict 


Attention to our own Concerns and thoſe of other 
Men at the ſame time. 

Any one, who has any Conception of the Diffi- 
culty of working out their own Salvation, and the 
Work a Chriſtian has to do; the Luſts and Affec- 
tions he has to mortify, the violent and unruly Paſ- 
ſions he has to keep within Bounds, the Duties he 
has to diſcharge to God and to his Neighbour, the 
Tempations of Sin, Satan, and the World, to ſtrug— 


gle with; any one, I ſay, who underſtands and 


conſiders. the Nature of the Work, and Buſineſs of 
a Chriſtian, will ſee that there is no Time in Life 
to ſpare for idle Curioſity or Amuſements of any 
kind. 

Again, Another caution, which! think will not 
be uſeleſs to the Diſſenters, and even ſome of the 
Church, is this. 
ſtrict and regular in their Lives, and more modeſt 
in their Converſations, than too many of thoſe that 
go under certain other Denominations, are apt to 
be much ſhocked and offended with the leud or blaſ- 
phemous Converſation they frequently hear in mix'd 
Company, and, out of an imprudent Zeal, do- re- 
buke thoſe they hear guilty of them. I men- 


tion this, becauſe I my ſelf have ſeen Inſtances 


of it. 


A 


Sr? 


They, being commonly more 
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A Perſon in Authority may and ought to rebuke 
and to puniſh ſuch Practices; but a private Perſons 
by taking this imprudently upon him, will but em- 


bolden ſuch People to expreſs themſelves the more 


indecently, and, by provoking them to Paſſion, 
will occaſion them to commit more Sin. I would 
therefore rather adviſe all ſuch well-meaning Peo- 


ple to give no Countenance to ſuch Practices, and 


co haſten their Buſineſs, and then leave ſuch diſa- 
greeable Company; or, if they think to reprove 
them, to take an Opportunity of reproving them 
In private, which perhaps may gain them over to 
a ſober and virtuous Behaviour, The ſame Caution 
is equally proper in all other Caſes, as well as in 
this of ſwearing or Leudneſs in Converſation. 

And a Method of rebuking may be invented, 
which may have ſo good an Effect upon Men, as 
to make them fee the Folly and Madnefs of their 
wicked Ways, and to make them thank their Re- 
prover afterwards ; whereas a blunt Rebuke in an 
open Company would but have exaſperated them 
the more, 

I have heard a ſhort Story to this Purpoſe of a 
Clergyman in Scotland, who was ſufficiently aware 
of the Decency and Caution that is neceſſary in re- 
proving Vice or Folly, ſo as to make the Reproof 
ſucceſsful. This Gentleman falling into Company 
with ſome Rakes who begun to play off ſome of 
their blaſphemous Sayings 3 whether they were ſuch 
Fools as not to know that they were guilty of the 
moſt clowniſh Ill- manners in the World, in ſwear- 
ing before a Clergyman, (which they ought to have 
regarded as Gentlemen, though they paid no r egard 
| „ : to 


| 
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to God as Chriſtians) or whether they were drunk 
before they came into his Company; or whether 
they let fly ſome Oaths merely to try whether that 
Clergyman would reprove them; and in what 
Manner he would do it, as they knew him to be a 


Man of Wit and Breeding ; which of all theſe was 


the Caſe, I cannot determine. 


The Clergyman fat the firſt four or five Minutes 
in great Pain at their monſtrous Prophaneneſs. At 
length, reſolving to let them know that he was 
much diſſatisfied with their Manner of Converſation, 
«© Look ye (ſays he) Gentlemen, I don't think it 


“fair, that you ſhould in this Manner engroſs all 


— 


* inſiſt, that, as you have all ſwore ſeveral Oaths 
4% in your Turn, I may now be allowed as much 
e ſwearing as comes to my Share in the Converſa- 
« tion, and that No-body in the Company may 
« let fly a ſingle Oath, all 1 have made up my 
Number equal to yours.“ 

At this ſevere and yet genteel Rebuke, the Rakes 


et 


were ſtung with Shame of their Wickedneſs and 
Rudeneſs; which gave the Clergy man an Oppor- 


of adding to the above witty and humerous Repre- 
henſion ſome Reflection, upon the Vices of profane 


and leud Converſation, more immediately proper 


from him as a Clergyman, and of a more ſerious 
and religious Nature. The Effect of all was what 
the worthy Gentleman, intended, namely the rai- 
ſing in the Minds of thoſe unthinkful Profligates, 
ſome Conſideration of the Folly and Wickedneſs 


of thoſe Crimes, which they had never looked 


upon 


the Blaſphemy to yourſelves. I muſt therefore 


n 
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upon before as any other than a part of Wit and 
Politeneſs. 


If therefore any well-meaning Perſon of the 


Puritannical or Diſſenting Party, or of any other 


Denomination, can contrive a Method of reproving 
the Sin of Blaſphemy with Hopes of Succeſs, 1 
ſhall not have any Occaſion to repent my taking 
the Trouble to ſuggeſt to them the few following 
Thoughts upon the Subject; which may be a fur. 
niſhing them with Arguments againſt it. 

As all Men, who give thẽmſelves the Liberty of 
Swearing in Converſation, are not univerſally Atheiſts, 


nor even Deiſts, but rather allow themſelves more 


in that ſinful and infamous PraQtice, through In- 
conſideration and T houghtleſsneſs, than from a di- 
rect Contempt or Defiance either of natural or re- 
vealed Religion; as this is the Caſe of many Swear- 
ers in Converſation, I ſhall here quote a few Paſſa- 
ges of Scripture, which ſhews how much God, the 
Author of the ſacred Writings, is offended againſt 
this Sin, and thoſe who are guilty of it. Theſe 
Paſſages are to be ſeen at Exod. xx. 7. Levit. xxiv. 
14. Deut. xxvili. 58, 59. xxix. 19, 20, 2 Kings xvi, 
22, Efther ix. 24. Ferem. XXill. 10. Zech. v. 4. 
viii. 17. Mal. i. 6. vii. 12. in. 14. Mat. v. 34, 37. 
Als, xix. 9. Rom. 11.23, 24. ix. 14, 19, 20. vi. 1. 
2 Pet. IV. 4. Jud. v. It is likewiſe expreſly for- 
bidden in the Third Commandment, which ſhews 
how odious it is in the Sight of God, ſince he took 
Care to prohibit it ſo expreſly in one of the ten 
great Commandments, by which he intended Man- 


Kind ſhould in all Ages regulate their Lives, 


This 
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This Sin is farther a notorious Piece of Folly and 


Abſurdity. How often do we hear profligate Men 


endeavouring to gain Belief of what they aſſert by 
a profane and blaſphemous Oath ? But can ſuch 
People imagine Mankind to be ſo ſtupid as not to 
conclude, that any Man, who has ſo little Con- 
ſcience, Religion, or Virtue as to affront: the Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven by Blaſphemy, can never be ſup- 
poſed to have Principle enough in him to reſtrain 
him from telling Lies? How can we judge favour- 
ably of any Man with reſpect to one Virtue, when 
we ſee him altogether neglect the ace of ano- 
ther. 

Is it not more natural and reaſonable to conclude, 
that he who breaks one Command, will be apt to 


break another and conſequently that he who ſwears, | 


will be apt to lie. 

Again, if we conſider Swearing with regard to its 
Effect upon a Man's Diſcourſe or Style in Conver- 
ſation, what a monſtrous Jargon does it make of it! 
The frequent Repetition of the ſame Phraſe, let it 
be never ſo beautiful or elegant, at length becomes 


inſupportably tireſome to the Ear. How much 


then muſt the Ears of thoſe, who are ſo unhappy 
as to fall into the Company of a Swearer, be gra- 
ted and ſtunned by the conſtant Repetition of ſuch 
horrid, unmuſical and infernal Sounds as thoſe of 
Swearing and Blaſphemy are? much famed by a 
certain Set of People which are a Burden and Diſ- 
grace to Converſation Where Prudence and Sobri- 
ety are. As a Friend of mine was puniſhed be- 


ing, under a Sort of Neceſſity, confined about half 


an Hour in the Company of a * §wearer, 
and 


+ 
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and as he gave me an Account, I ſhall here ſet 
down a piece of the Converſation, or rather Jargon, 
with which he puniſhed them, as nearly according 
to his own Manner of Delivering it, as I was infor- 
med, and as my Memory will afford. I ſhall, in 
Place of the abominable Oaths, with which he lar- 
ded his Speech, put in the Burden of a Song; which 
is not near ſo ſhocking to the Ear as his uſual Oath. 
And from this Specimen any one may judge of the 
Taſte thoſe People diſcover, who pretend that 
Swearing is a Grace to Converſation. 

« I'll tell you what, Gentlemen, ſays he, Sing 
« jringum trangum Tragedy; I am for a merry Lite 
© and a ſhort, Sing tringum trangum Tragedy, Your 

Parſons tell us about Repentance and Stuff, Sing 
tringum trangum Tragedy. Sing tringum trangum 
Tragedy, 1 would fain fee any of them refuſe a 
good Dinner, or repent of eating one, Sing 
tringum trangum Tragedy; and yet they would 
have us whine and cant, and pray, and faſt, Sing 
tringum trangum Tragedy. I believe they would 
have us to ſtarve and pray, that they may have 
all the Mirth and good Victuals to themſelves, 
Sing tringum trangum Tragedy. But we are not 
ſuch Fools, Sing iringum trangum Tragedy. I 
have nothing to repent of, for my Part, except 
the Sin of Whoring, Sing tringum trangum Tra- 
gedy ; and for that I muſt truſt to God's Mercy, 
Sing tringum trangum Tragedy. A pretty Story, 
Faith, Sing tringum trangum Tragedy. What 
have we Youth and Vigour for, Sing tringum 
trangum Tragedy ? Not to make ourſelves a Pack 
of muſty, mouldy Mopus's, Sing tringu 
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«© gum hls, and enjoy none of the Pleaſures of 


„Life, Sing tringum trangum Tragedy. For my 
„ Part, Sing tringum tringum tragedy, I am reſolved 
4% 


to live merrily, while I live, Sing tringum tran- 
& make Wheelbarrows of my Bones, if they will, 
« Sing tringum trangum Tragedy. 

They may talk of their Flowers and Figures and 
Tropes, and other Ornaments of Rhetoric ; but this 
is a Sort of Ornament, that I believe is not to bo found 


in any of the Works of ancient or modern Orators. 


And for my part 1 could almoſt wiſh that they, 
who indulge themſelves in Swearing, might be pu- 
niſhed .in a miraculous Manner ; by having their 
Speech taken from them for a Time; that they 
might learn to make another Uſe of it than affront- 


ing or provoking the Almighty Giver of it. But 
to go on, 


Though God will admit of no Excuſe for Sin, 
yet ſome Sinners do plead an Excuſe to ſatisfy 
themſelves: The Drunkard pleads the tempting 
Flavour of his Liquor, for his beaſtly Exceſs: The 
Cheat, the Sweets of Profit: The Fornicator, Beauty 
and the unnatural Appetite : The Ambitious, Great- 
neſs, and Authority. Thus every Sinner pleads 
ſome imaginary Pleaſure Profit or Honour to 
ſatisfy themſelves; but the Swearer can plead 


none of theſe, becauſe he ſins for the very Sake of 
Sinning. 


It has been a Quilting; whether any Mortal Man 
was ever Virtuous, altogether for the Sake of Vir. 


ize : But I think no Body will deny that the 
”  Stwearer 


« mum tragedy; and after I am dead, they may 
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S$wearer is vicious altogether for the Sake of Vice; 


and as it were to pleaſe the Devil in Spite of the 
Ridicule and Diſgrace he expoſes himſelf to in this 


World, and the Puniſhment in that which is to come. 

Satan, in the Book of Fob, puts a very impudent 
and malicious Queſtion to the Almighty concerning 
Fob, Doth Job fear God for nought, 1. 9. But the 


following Queſtion may very properly be asked and 
will admit of no Denial, namely, Doth not the 


Swearer ſerve the Devil for nought ? 


How common is it to hear the ſhocking Voice 


of Swearers, calling out, without any Temptation 


for God to damn themſelves, or their Fellow Creatures 


Soul, Blood, or Body, as if by Authority they could 
order him to execute their Sentence. And even ſo 


'Brutiſh, as to call out to damn the Brute Beaſts, 


who have no Soul to be ſaved or damned. And 
ſuch Things has no Life nor Breath in them. It 
is ſurpriſing to hear Men of common Senſe guilty 
of this Sin; without any Pretence or Temptation 
for it is not only moſt daring and unaccountable, 
but it is the very oppoſite of Reaſon, Religion, 
Virtue, or any one Endowment of the human Soul, 
which diſtinguiſhes it from the Beaſts that periſh, 
How lamentable is it, that, in Contempt of all 
Laws, Divine, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, this Sin is 
practiſed, to our great Reproach, both at Home and 
Abroad; and, if Mercy prevent not, to the Ruin 
of our Souls and Nation, notwithſtanding the good 
Laus we have againſt it, which if executed would 
undoubtedly amount to a greater Sum of Money 
than all our Land- Taxes, Sc. What a Pity is it 
then that ſuch a good Law be neglected, 


which 
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which if executed would prove ſo much to the 


But leſt any one ſhould be fo wicked, as to be- 
come an Advocate to plead the Devil's Cauſe for 
nothing, and ſtand up for this inexcuſable Sin, let 
me 'aſk ſuch Perſons, whether they would take it 
well, if any of them, being the Maſter of a Fa- 
mily, after the ſtricteſt Prohibitions and moſt ſe- 
vere Threatnings, ſhould find his meaneſt Servants 
making uſe in a ludicrous and contemptuous Man- 
ner of his Name in the midſt of Drunkenneſs and 
Obſcurity. | 5 

It is reaſonable to think, that this Practice 


would provoke you, who is but a Worm, how 


much then muſt the Swearer provoke that great 
and terrible God, who is King of Kings and Lord 
og. 0 

Another Practice, which is likewiſe a Profanation 
of the great and terrible Name of God, ſomewhat 


more excuſable indeed, as leſs wickedly uſed, and 
applied rather to Bleſſing than curſing; is the Eja- 


culation of ** Lord have Mercy upon us,” <** Good 
© Lord,“ © Good God,” or Lord, &c. which 
are thrown out by many People upon Occaſion of 
Wonder, or any other ſudden Emotion of the 
Mind. There is not a better Argument of Folly 
to be named, then frequent Admiration, as it is a 


certain Proof, that a Perſon knows little of the 


World, who is aſtoniſhed at every Thing that hap- 


pens, /ince there 35 nothing new under the Sun, as 


Solomon tells us, Eccleſiaſtes i. 9. iii. 15. and the 


Thing that hath happened to Day bath often happened 
before. 


But, 
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But, beſides the expoſing our Folly by frequent 
Expreſſion of Wonder upon every trivial Occaſion, 
this Way of expreſſing ourſelves upon ſuch Occa- 


ſions is likewiſe very fooliſh and wicked. When a 
Perſon is ſtruck with Wonder, what can be more 
abſurd, than to expreſs his Wonder by calling out 


upon his Maker, it he intends that ſuch Invocation 
ſhould be underſtood to have any meaning at all, 
then the leaſt Thought in the World muſt convince 


any Man of common Senſe of the monſtrous Wick- 


edneſs of ſuch a raſh and preſumptuous Uttering of 


that tremendous Name; and if it is intended to ex- 


preſs no Meaning or Thought at all, what can be 
more childiſh or ſilly than to uſe frequent Expreſ- 
ſions without any meaning? 

This is perverting the very End of Speech, which 
ought to ſerve for communicating the Thoughts 
of the Speaker to the Hearers. When a Perſon 
cries out, on Occaſion of any ſudden Emotion, 
Lord have Mercy upon me, and at the ſame time 
does not in the leaſt think of what he utters, or 
whether the Lord will have Mercy on him or not; 
ought he not to expect that God will have as little 
Mercy upon him, as a great Prince would have up- 
on a Slave, who ſhould come before him to beg his 
Life, and, inſtead of behaving in the Royal Pre- 


ſence with ſuitable Submiſſion, ſhould fall to catch- 


ing of Flies with his Hands, or dancing a Lancaſhire 
Hornpipe with his Feet, Let ſuch People conſider, 


if they can think, that they are conſtantly and per- 


petually in the Preſence of one infinitely greater 
than any earthly Prince, who can take from them 
what is of more Value than their Lives, and con- 
demn 


* 
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demn them to a Puniſhment far more terrible than 
Death. But to go on, 

' Notwithſtanding that Curſing and Swearing is 
much deſpiſed by the Ladies in general ; yet leſt 
any of them ſhould have a Notion that a minced 
Oath, Sc. gives them a ſmart Air in Converſation, 
1 would (with all Reſpect) advice them to conſi- 
der two Things upon this Subject. 

The firſt is, That nothing is more apt to make 
them odious to the other Sex, than any thing that 
gives them the leaſt maſculine Air; which any ap- 
proach toward Profanity or Obſcenity does in a 
very eminent Degree. 

Thbhe other is, That the leaſt turn toward Pro- 
fanity gives the Male Sex a ſtrong Suſpicion of a 
Ladies Chaſtity ; which is the very Fault that Men 
can never bear or pardon. If then by Swearing, 
or by mincing of Oaths, &. the Ladies do moſt cer- 
tainly run an eminent Riſque of diſguſting the 
other Sex, upon whom, under God, their whole For- 
tune depends; if it is certain, that they run the 
Hazard of drawing their very Chaſtity itſelf into 
Suſpicion by ſuch Expreſſions ; and if, beſides all 
this, it is likewiſe certain, that they muſt highly 
offend their Maker by ſuch Proceedings, how ex- 
| tremely imprudent is it in them to indulge them- 
ſelves in this ridiculous Practice, ſince there is not 
the leaſt Temptation to it, of either Pleaſure, Pro- 
fir, or Honour. 

If any of thar a Sex, whoſe Infirmities I 
piry, and whoſe Graces and Virtues I love, ſhould, 
upon Reading this Paragraph, imagine ] intend to 
make them more apprehenſive of the bad Opinion 


of 
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of the Men than is neceſſary, or that I repreſent my 
own Sex as more ſuſpicious in their Temper than 
they are; I here aſſure them, that our Sex are of 
ſuch a ſuſpicious Temper, as to put a Conſtruction, 
according to their own leud Fancy, upon every in- 
different Word; to interpret, or rather miſinterpret, 
a Smile, or a Nod of the Head; to read what they 
fooliſhly call the Language of the Eyes; and to 
draw Meanings (and thoſe very ill- natur'd ones) out 
of Geſtures, which are ſo much unſtudied, as to be 
even unperceived by the Perſon, that uſes them, 
How common is it to hear an empty Fop whiſper, 
* Such a Lady” (whom perhaps he has not ſeen 
Three Times) has an amorous Eye, a forward 
« Gait, or a wanton Converſation, I warrant ſays 
8 he, ſhe is Fleſh and Blood,”* Sc. All which he, 
of his great Sagacity, finds out without the leaſt 
Ground in the World for his ill-natured Suſpi- 
cions. 

If then the moſt rigid Severity of Converſation 
will not ſecure a Lady's Reputation from the Ma- 
lice of ſlanderous Tongues, how much have they 
to fear, who give any Ground for ſuch Slanders by 
a Behaviour, which 1s uſual in Women of a leud 
Character? Upon the whole, I can aſſure the La- 
dies, that no Degree of Modeſty and Gentleneſs of 
Behaviour ever was, or will be offenſive to our Sex ; 
but that the leaſt Degree of the contrary is ſhock- 
ing; and conſtantly the moſt ſhocking to the ſo- 
bereſt and moſt valuable Part of them. Could a 
Lady be imagined ſo timorous and modeſt, even 
as to bluſh at her own ſoft Image in a Glaſs, no 
Man would ever be diſguſted at her upon that Ac- 
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count, but, on the contrary, ſo much the more 
charmed with her. But to ſee that amiable Sex, 
(formed for Softneſs, Gentleneſs, and Modeſty, ) 
courageouſly ſtare in the Faces of Men, talk with 
them confidently, and even allow their Converſation 
toward the Maſculine Vice of Impiety, muſt diſguſt 
the Male Sex, as much as it does the Female to ob- 
ſerve in a Man the Timorouſneſs, . and 
effeminate Softneſs of a Girl. 

Thus have I endeavoured according, to my poor 
Ability, to put together ſome few Thoughts upon 
the Subject of Profanity and Impiety in Converſa- 
tion, which may (as I ſaid before) ſerve to furniſh 
any well-meaning Perſon, either of the Diſſenting 
or Church of England's Communion, with ſome 
Thoughts that may perhaps be uſeful for diſcounte- 
nancing that monſtrous Vice. I now return to my 
Addreſs to the Diſſenters, from which I had di- 
greſſed. 

It ſeems more particularly neceſſary, that the 
Diffenters from the eſtabliſhed Church in any Na- 
tion ſhould examine themſelves very ſtrictly as to 
the Meaſures of their Faith, and the Foundations of 
their Religion. They, whoſe Conſciences will not 
allow them to yield the ſmalleſt Point in Religion, 
ought moſt certainly to reſiſt even unto Blood, in 
Matters of greater Conſequence. We have lately 
been alarmed with Fears of a French Invaſion ; the 
neceſſary Conſequence of which muſt have been the 
eſtabliſhing of Popery amongſt us by Fire and 
Sword. The Diffenters ought to conſider very at- 
tentively, and to examine themſelves very ſtrictly, 
whether, if the Deſigns of France ſhould at any 

Time 
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Time hereafter prevail againſt us, ( which God of 
bis infinite Mercy avert ) they ſhould have Faith 
and Conſtancy enough to endure. Perſecution and 
Martyrdom for the Proteſtant Religion. 

If ſuch a ſevere Trial ſhould for our Sins be 
brought upon us; how would the irreligious and 
profane Triumph over us, if they ſhould ſee the 
Diſſenters yield up the Proteſtant Faith to avoid Per- 
ſecution ? How would they cry out, Lo, theſe 
&« are they, who pretended that their Conſciences 
& were too tender to allow them to join with the 
“ Church of England, becauſe it ſymbolized with 
e that of Rome.. How, are their Conſciences 
ce now become hardy enough, to allow them to 
« join with the Church of Rome itſelf. 55 

I am of Opinion, that 1 it cannot be thought im- 
proper at this Conjuncture, to lay before my Rea- 
ders of all Denominations a few Obſervations con- 
cerning this dreadful Religion, as a kind of Anti- 
dote, and to endeavour, as far as J can, to arm all 
People againſt it; that, if ever it be attempted to 
be introduced here, it may meet with the Reception 
it deſerves. This, I know, has been much better 
done by much abler Hands; but perhaps this Trea- 
tiſe may fall into the Hands of Readers, who may 
not happen to ſee thoſe other and ſtronger Preſer- 
vatives againſt Popery. Anda weak Antidote muſt 
de owned to be better than none at all. 

No Religion in the World, ancient or modern, 
beſides Popery alone, can be ſaid by its Fundamen- 
tal Principles to ſtrike at the very Root of human 
Society. A Religion, which eſtabliſhes for a fun- 
nen Doctrine, that all, who are not of it, are 
0 1 2 to 
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to be perſecuted with Fire and Sword in this 
World, and to be doomed to everlaſting Damna- 
tion in the other, ſtrikes at the Root of human 
Society with a Witneſs, Perſecution hath - been 
practiſed by many blind Zealots in many different 
Religions; and the Fault has been owing ra- 
ther to the ignorant Zeal and Barbarity of the Pro- 
feſſors, than to the Religions themſelves; but in 
the Church of Rome it is eſtabliſhed for a Principle, 
That the Catholick Faith is to be defended and pro- 
pagated by any Sort of Means whatever. No Se& 
of ancient Heatheniſm, as far as I ever heard, can 

be compared with Popery in this Reſpect. For, 
though in the more barbarous Ages and Nations, 
they offered now and then a few human Sacrifices, 
they ought not to be named in one Day with the 
Papiſts, who have generally in their mildeſt Perſe- 
cutions deſtroyed greater Numbers at one time than 
we have Reaſon to believe the Heathens offered in 
Sacrifice in all Ages taken together. 

The Spaniards, according to the Accounts we 
have from their own Hiſtorians, who, doubtleſs, 
would give the moſt favourable Account of the 
Matter, cut off no leſs than Fifty Millions in 
Mexico in America, partly on Account of Reli- 
gion, and partly of Wealth. A number almoſt 
equal to that of the whole Subjects of France, Spain, 
and Britain joined together ! The greateſt Slaughter 
that ever was perpetrated upon the Earth ſince the 
Foundation of the World? And, I hope, ſhall ne- 
ver again be equalled, while the World ſtands. The 
dreadful Scenes, that have for many Centuries been 
ated, and ſtill are acted in their infernal Court of 

Inquiſition, 
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Inquiſition, are well enough known, Where the 
Miſeries, they inflict upon their innocent Fellow- 
Creatures, are ſo great, that they dare not venture 
to truſt the unhappy Creatures they have under Con- 
finement, with a Knife to cut or eat their Victuals, 
leſt they ſhould take the Opportunity of uſing ſuch 
an Inſtrument for putting an End to their Affliction, 
and ſo diſappoint their Deviliſh Malice and inſati- 
tiable Cruelty of its Aim, which ſeems to be, to 
take a Pleaſure in protracting the Torments of un- 
happy Creatures, for no Manner of Purpoſe, but the 
Pleaſure their infernal Religion teaches them to take 
in Blood and Cruelty. 

I. This is the Religion, that has oh Mankind 
upon acting Cruelties againſt one another, which 
ſhock Humanity to read of, or hear deſcribed. 
II. This is the Religion, which has put Men up- 
on racking their Inventions to find out Variety of 
Tortures for afflicting their Fellow-Creatures. Axes, 
Gibbets, Wheels, Boots, Thumbkins, and Racks, 
are the dreadful Arguments uſed by the Zealots of it, 
to convert Men to it, and to gain Proſely tes. 

ITE. This is the Religion, which diveſts them of 
that very Temper, which 1s the diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
rater of Mankind, viz, Good- Nature, which there- 
fore is called Humanity, and places in their Breaſts, 
| inſtead of it, the Temper of the moſt Savage of the 
Beaſts, with this Difference, that the Beaſts gene- 
rally exert their Fury upon thoſe of a different Spe- 
cies from their own, whereas Popery teaches its Vo- 


taries to break looſe with the fierceſt Cruelty upon 
their own Species. 


IV. This 


13 


118 The Highlandiſh Spectator. 
IV. This is the Religion, which, not many Years 


ago, put a certain Perſon upon perſecuting, mur- 
dering and baniſhing above Thirty thouſand Pro. 
teſtants out of Germany, without allowing them 
Time or Leave to carry with them any thing to ſave 
them from ſtarving, and ſome not fo much as their 
Clothes to cover their Nakedneſs. 

V. And this is the Religion, which enabled a cer- 
| tain Britiſp Monarch, who is now gone to his Place, 
to ſtand unmoved and untouched with the ſmalleſt 
Degree of human Pity in a Court in Scotland, and 
ſee Numbers of miſerable Men tortured with the Boot, 
and their Fleſh and Blood, Bones and Marrow of 
their Legs ſqueezed into one Maſs, to hear the pier- 
cing Shrieks of Torment, to look upon the agoni- 
Zing Diſtortions of Countenance, and the laft ſtrug- 
gles of Nature ſinking under inſupportable Miſery ; 
and all this with as little Diſcompoſure of Counte- 
nance, or Appearance of Compaſſion, as a Philoſo- 
pher could view a natural Experiment. 

Vl. This is the Religion which formed a Gun- 
Powder- Plot, in the Year 1605, by which (had not 
God prevented) King James I. and both Houſes of 
Parliament were to be blown up into the Air, and 
in the Year 1666, many Men, Women and Chil- 
dren, were deſtroyed in that dreadful Fire, by which 
£3000 Houſes in London, were burnt to Aſhes. 

VII. This is the Religion, which in the late Re- 
bellion, in the Year 1715. threatned in Scotland, that 
if ever the Pretender was upon the Throne of 
Britain, all Preſby terians ſhould be perſecu- 
ted with Fire and Sword, and be * without 
Mercy. ; | 
VIII. This 


= 
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VIII. This is the Religion that is profeſſed by a 
Pretender to the Throne of Britain, and this Pretender 
pretends to be the Deſcendant of the above-mentio- 
ned Monarch, whoſe Inhumanity is the Diſgrace not 
only of Kings, but of the Race of Mankind. May 
never any of his Family or of his Religion any 
more be the Curſe of this unhappy Nation, Amen. 
Too the Cruelty of this Religion may be added 
its Idolatry ; which appears in their making to them- 
ſelves, and worſhipping Images of the inviſible God, 
whom no Man hath ſeen at any Time ; in their Images 
of the Virgin Mary, and the Saints; in their wor- 
ſhipping” pieces of rotten Wood, ſtinking Bones, 
and old Rags, Kiſſing naſty Relicks covered with 
Duſts and full of Worms, old Shoes, ſweaty Night- 
caps, and louſy Doublets of a pack of greaſy, ſtar- 
ving, knaviſh, tatter'd, beggarly Monks, by them 
called Saints; in their worſhipping and kneeling 
before the Maſs, and calling a bit of Bread, God 
Almighty, Sc. 
One would wonder, that a Religion ſo extremely 
childiſh and filly as Popery is, ſhould at the ſame 
Time be ſo exceſſively miſchievous and deſtructive ; 
and that it ſhould be at the ſame Time glaringly and 
openly blundering and ill-contrived as to the Doc- 
trines it teaches, and likewiſe to the laſt Degree 
cunning and profound in its Deſigns? which are all 
for ſecular Power, Wealth and Grandeur. 
That it has been well contrived for this Purpoſe, 
appears undeniably from the Succeſs it has had; an 
unanſwerable Argument. How ſhall we then ac- 
count for the wonderful Succeſs this Religion has had 
in raiſing its Prieſts to ſuch exhorbitant Power and 
; . Wealth, 
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Wealth, and gaining to that Church ſuch a prodigi- 
ous ſecular Intereſt ? I can think of no other or 
better than the following, which 1s a great Reproach 
to the Simplicity and Folly of Mankind, Ir is this, 

That in religious Matters, it is all one, whe- 
ther Senſe or Nonſenſe be taught for Doctrines 
by the Prieſts; if ſuch Doctrines be only very 
roundly aſſerted, and the Aſſertions backed with 
Fire and Sword. 

There is one ſingle Anſwer, that will do for all 
Abſurdities alike; viz. That though a certain 
Doctrine appears never ſo abſurd to human Rea- 
ſon, it may yet be ſtrictly true; for the Myſteries 
of Religion are not to be judged of according to 
Reaſon; they being above the Sphere of it, and 
not within its Cognizance. Now, this Aſſert ion 
happens to be true in the Caſe of real Myſteries, 
but the Church of Rome hath made Myſteries of 
Matters of mere common Senſe, as that monſtrous 
one of Tranſubſtantiation. It can be no Myſtery 
whether Bread is Bread or not, or whether Wine is 
Wine or not; elſe it muſt likewiſe be a Myſtery 
Whether Air is Air, Water Water, Fire Fire, or 
Earth Earth, or whether there is any Air, Water, 
Fire, or Earth in the World. And yet the Church 
of Rome have found Ways and Means to palm off 
this Plain, ſimple Falſhood, under the Name of a 
Myſtery ; and by this Means have been able to gain 
Belief for it. And it is certain that hardly any 
Thing can be imagined too abſurd to gain Be- 
lief in the ſame Manner. Indeed the whole Po- 
piſh Doctrines ſeem contrived as for an Experiment 
upon the Credulity of Men, and to try how far it 
will go, and what they will ſwallow, Nor are 
their 
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their Ceremonies and Wong leſs fooliſh than aſs 
Doctrines. 

It is a Saying of ſome of the Ancients That i it 
was a Wonder how one Soothſayer could look ano- 
ther in the Face without Laughing. It is to me a 
greater Wonder, how one Prieſt can look another 
in the Face without Laughing. What can be ima- 
gined more ludicrous and farcical, than the Behavi- 
our of the Prieſts at Maſs; their ſhifting their ſe- 
veral Robes at different Parts of the Service; their 
Albs, Surplices, Amicts, Gowns, Copes, Mani- 
ples, Zones, and Cowls ? Their beſpattering the 
People with Water, with an Inſtrument like- a 
Plaiſterer's or Bookbinder's Bruſh. Their waving 
the Incenſe Pot; their kneeling and incenſing the 
Hoſt ; their elevating of the Hoſt; the Prieſt ſome- 
times at the Altar, and by and by upon the Floor 
before it. Firft, he appears at one Door in one 
D reſs, and in a Moment he whips out of Sight, 
and appears at the other in another. Before you can 
ſay Wbo's there, he is at the other End of the 
Church, and before you can ſay ho comes, he 
is back again. The Tricks of Harlequin are no- 
thing to his. In ſhort, I don't know any 2G 
more filly and childiſh, &c, 

Their Prayers to the Virgin Mary, and the reſt of the 
Saints, are to the laſt Degree trifling and abſurd. 
They pray to St. Peter, thar he would open the 
Gates of Heaven to them; tho? our Saviour (as Man) 
expreſly tells the Woman, who deſired that her two 
Sons might ſit in Paradiſe one on his right Hand and 
the other on his Left, that ſuch a Favour was not 
his to give, but his Heavenly Father's only. Thus 

| have 
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have they made the Diſciple greater than the Ma- 
ſter. Their Prayers to the Virgin Mary are ſo far 
from having any Authority from Scripture, that our 
Saviour himſelf ſeems of Purpoſe to have treated 
his Mother with as little extraordinary Reſpect as 
poſſible, that no one might ever have a Pretence 
from his Example to pay her divine Honours. Ac- 
cordingly in ob it. 4. does not ſo much as give 
her the honorary Title of Mother, ** Woman,” 
_ (fays he) What have I to do with thee ? my Hour 
„is not yet come.” But the Papiſts, inſtead of this, 
pray more to her than to their Maker, and ſay ten 
Ave Maria's for one Pater noſter. They even in- 
treat her to interpoſe her maternal Authority with 
our Saviour, and to command him to have Mercy 
on them. What a more daring Piece of Blaſ- 
phemy can be imagined ; than to deſire a mere Crea- 
ture to aſſume Authority over the Almighty Crea- 
tor. They ſtyle her the Gate of Paradiſe, the 
Mother of Mercies, the Treaſurer of Grace, the 
Sanctuary of Sinners, the Atoner and Mediatreſs of 
Men, the Queen of Heaven, the Happy Mother, who 
expiates Sin, the only Hope of the Miſerable, the 
Mother of Orphans, the Eaſe of the ſick and oppreſ- 
ſed, all Things to all Men. Thus they pur her in 

the Place of God Almighty, calling upon her in 
ſuch blaſphemous Words as the following: Lady, 
« in thee have I truſted. Mother, ſave us. The 
% Heavens declare thy Glory, O Virgin! Be merciful 


« tous, O Lady! In thy Hand, O Lady there is 


& Life and Salvation. Save us, O Lady, waſh 
ce gway all our Sins, O Lady, heal all our Infirmities. 
“ Into thy Hands 1 commend my Spirit, O Lady, &c. 

N arther, 
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Farther, if we conſider the Popiſh Doctrines of 
the Pope's Supremacy and InfalliBility, we ſhall 
find them equally big with Abſurdity. 

I. The Pope pretends to repreſent God bimſelf up- 
on Earth ; to have all Eccleſiaſtical Wiſdom and Au- 
thority within his own Breaſt. 

II. He pretends that all crowned Heads, and 
Potentates upon Earth, ought to be ſubject to 
him; and that he does them Honour by allowing 
chem to kiſs his Toe. It is notorious, that a cer- 
tain Pope, in the former Days of Superſtition and 
implicit Faith, after having put the Crown upon 
the Head of a Booby King of thoſe Times, kicked 
it immediately off again with his Foot, to ſhew 
him, that he could crown and un-crown Monarchs 
at his Pleaſure. 

III. He pretends to call, direct, confirm, or diſ- 
ſolve Councils; to make Laws to force the Conſci- 
ences of Mankind ; to judge all Men, but be jud- 
ged of none. If he ſhould by his Bulls and Ana- 
themas ſend to Hell thouſands of Souls, no Man is 
to find Fault, or ſay, What doſt thou? 


IV. He pretends to excommunicate, depoſe, 
or kill whom he pleaſes, and to be above all Things 


in Heaven or Earth, except God alone; and, I 
ſuppoſe, thinks it an Inſtance of great Humility, 
that he does not pretend to be equal to God him. 
felt. | 

"0; be pretends to abſolute Infallibility, though 
it is notorious, that the Deciſions of different Popes 
have often been directly contrary. 

VI. He pretends to all Wiſdom and Knowledge, 


though he is a meer * with Age, 
. 
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VII. He pretends to all Power and Autho- 
rity, though he has not Strength enough to walk 
alone. 
VIII. He pretends to abſolute Innocence, and aſ- 


ſumes the Title of His Holineſs ; though many of 
the Popes have been worthleſs Miſcreants. 


TX. He pretends to be little leſs than a God, tho? © 


a thouſand Infirmities of Body and Mind may con- 
vince himſelf, and all who ſee him, that he is but a 
Man, and a ſinful Man, who is but a Worm. 

Thus have I ſet down a few of the moſt glaring 
Abſurdities of the Church of Rome, as they oc- 
curred to me, without any Regard to Order or 
Method. This I have done purely for the Sake of 
laying before ſuch of my Readers, as may not have 
happened to fee the Writings of aber Authors 
upon the Subject, a ſuperficial View of the Nature 
of that Religion, which we were lately ſo near ha- 
ving crammed down our Throats, in ſpite of our 
Conſciences, and. to the imminent Danger of our 
Lives and everlaſting Salvation, and with which 
we may lay our Account, if the Enemies of our Re- 
ligion and Liberties ſhould prevail againſt us; 
which God of bis Mercy for Chrifi*s ſake prevent. 

1 ſhall fill up the remaining part of this Addreſs 
with ſome Thoughts upon a general Reformation 
of Manners in Britain. 

I rather take this Opportunity of touching upon 
this Subject juſt now, becauſe it is my private Opi- 
nion, that in a Time of Danger, a Nation can- 
not uſe a more likely Expedient for gaining Succeſs 

over its Enemies, than breaking off their Sins by 
(_ Reperane, and promoting, encouraging, and 


praying 
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praying for a general Reformation, which may lay 
us open to the Favour and Bleſſing of God, upon 
which Succeſs depends more than upon the Addreſs 

or Bravery of Generals or Admirals, for the Battle 
is the Lord's, Pſalm xx. 7, 8. I doubt this Doc- 
trine would ſound ſtrangely in the Ears of an irre- 
ligious military Man, or a Hero, who puts his 
Truſt rather in the Thunder of great Guns, than 
in him whoſe Voice thunders in the Heavens. 

But if ir be only granted me, that there is a 
God above ; that his Providence rules the Affairs 
of this lower World ; that he loves Virtue, and 
virtuous Nations; that he can and uſually does 
give Succeſs and Proſperity to thoſe Nations or Per- 
ſons whom he loves, and who obey his Laws: Iſay, 
if theſe few, plain and undeniable Truths be but 
granted me, I think it unavoidably follows, that a 
Nation, that would enjoy Happineſs in Peace, or 
Succeſs in War, cannot take a more promiſing Me- 
thod than by endeavouring, as much as poſſible, to 
encourage publick and private Virtue, and to diſ- 
courage Vice. 

When I conſider this, I own I cannot look upon 
the preſent State of this unhappy Nation without 
the greateſt Concern and Fear ; it is but too no- 
torious to be denied, that there is hardly a Face 
ſerious and practical Religion left in our Coun- 
try. | 
To inſtance in one or two Particulars, 

What can be more ſhocking, than to obſerve 
Profeſſors of Religion diſhonouring the Son of 
God, and making a Saviour of their religious Duty 
and moral Virtues, as if they could, as a Sacrifice, 


ſatisfy 
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fatisfy God for their Sins. And many pretending 
to ſerve God the one Day, the Devil and theit 
own Luſts the other; and ſo they go on from ſinning 
to confeſſing, and from confeſſing to ſinning; as if 
they had prevailed with God to compound with 
Iniquity or give them a Licence to commit Sin; and 
many, who ſhould oppreſs Vice, countenancing vi- 
cious Practices: Elections, which ſhould be Matter 
of Conſcience with Prayer and Supplications to 
God, carried on with drinking, rambling; and even 
to be feared with Bribery itſelf, notwithſtanding 
the God of Truth is taken to witneſs by the Voters, 
that they neither have nor are to receive any Reward. 
But to go on, what can be more moving, than to 


hear Swearers, like barking Devils, profaning the 
ſacred Name of the God of Heaven ; the 


Dregs of Popery encouraged 3 Licences grant- 
ed to immoral Actions, Drunkards, as fo ma- 
ny loathſome Swine, diſgracing themfelves below 
the very Beaſts that periſh. The Lord's-Day pro- 
 Phaned even by ſome of exalted Stations, (who 
ſhould give a good Example to others) who ſpend 
the moſt part of it in Eating and Drinking, Sc. 
and many of lower Stations after the ſame Manner, 
and by Idleneſs, Diverſion, Buying and Selling 
without Regard to the Sabbath or the peremptory 
Command of God: Fornication, Adultery, and In- 
ceſt practiſed, Iniquity appearing openly in the very 
Streets, and with Giant-ſteps, triumphing over all 
that is ſerious, decent, or human ; debauched Men 
and Women talking ſuch ſhameful Obſcenities, as 
are enough to make the Ears of Paſſengers to tin. 
gle; many Youths of both Sexes, venting moſt 
horrid Blaſphemies and Profanity ; Waves periſh- 

: ing 


The Highlandiſh Spectator. 127 
ing for Want, and Whores maintained with 
Wealth and Grandeur; the Devil's Lawyers, 
Attorneys, Advocates, and Sponſors appearing 
for him, defending and pleading for Vice; and 
condemning every Thing that is facred, yea, 
even the very fundamental Doctrines of Chriſtia- 
nity ; and to ſum up all, the Principles and Prac- 
tices of great Multitudes ſinning away their Time in 
Sport, and ſporting away their Time in Sin, cra- 
ving the Vengeance of the Almighty God to his very 
Face; ſo that, inſtead of hoping for the Bleſſing 
of God upon our Arms, conſidering what we de- 
ſerve, we may rather wonder that he hath ſpared 
us ſo long, and that he hath not commanded the 
Earth to open her Mouth and ſwallow up a Num- 
ber of us the wicked Inhabitants of it, or ſent Fire 
down from Heaven to conſume us. 

If ever there was a Pitch of Wickedneſs which 
exceeded this in a Land of Light, where the Goſpel 
was preached, and where there were Laws enacted 
according to the Word of God, it is what I never 
heard of; and the Mercy had need be infinite, 
which will pardon us, and which we have all great 
Need to implore, as is our unqueſtionable Duty. 

May that God, who is boundleſs in Mercy, and 
who has honoured Great-Britain, with the clear Light 
of the glorious Goſpel, and glad Tidings of Salvation, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, with a proteſtant and wiſe Prince 
to ſit upon the Throne; a peaceable and prudent Par- 
liament, good and wholſom Laws for the Oppreſſion of 
Vice, and encouraging of Virtue ; wiſe and prudent Rules 
for the Peace of Society, and ſupplying the Wants of 
the Needy : May he be pleaſed to pour out a Spirit of 
Grace and of nn upon all Ranks ef People, 


determining 
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determining us all to forſake Sin and evidence our 
Love to him, and Obedience unto his Laws, by a 
ſtrick Performance of the Duties of our Station, and 
by an Abborrence of every Sin, which may provoke God 
to Wrath againſt us: May be multiply the Bleſſings of 
Heaven upon bis Majeſty King George, and his Poſ- 
terity : May he be his Counſellor, and go forth with his 
Fleets and Armies, fight his Battles, and overcome 
his. Enemies ; our Judges be Peace, and our Exactors 
Righteouſneſs. May the Goſpel have free Courſe and 
| be glorified among us: May there be many added unto 
the Houſhold of Faith, and the Remains of Popery ſup- 
areſſed. May be of bis boundleſs Mercy, for the Merits 
and Mediation of Feſus Chriſt, look mercifully upon us, 
and avert the Fudgments which our Sins do deſerve and 
get make Great-Britain a Praiſe and Honour thro* the 
whole Earth, and to bis Name be the Praiſe ; Amen. 


To 
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IX. To the di 222 Perſons 2 


Britain. 
IN CE the moſt Part of the former Matter 
was written and prepared for the Preſs, we 
have been alarmed with the Fear of a French In- 
vaſion in Favours of a Popiſh Pretender. But the 
worſt Part of the Alarm, and the greateſt Ground 
for Fears and Uneaſineſs on this Occaſion, have 
been the Suſpicion which a great Number perhaps 
of the moſt ſer ious and judicious among us have enter- 
tained, are our Sins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion, and 
that the Pretender has even to this Day a very 
ſtrong and numerous Party among us, who would 
very willingly and readily favour ſuch Invaſion, 
and aſſiſt him in making good his Pretenſions to 
the Crown of theſe Kingdoms. 

Some Reaſons, which theſe Gentlemen advance 
for their Suſpicions of the Diſloyalty of a Number 
of his Majeſty*s Subjects, are, among others, 

I. That in Scotland, the Church are always groan- 
ing under Grievances, and divided among thernſelves 
to ſuch a Degree, that it may be ſuppoſed, that if 
an Invaſion with ſeeming Succeſs were approaching, 
it could not miſs to meet with Encouragement, c. 
But let ſuch know, that as there isno better Method 
of turning different Parcels of Iron into one ſolid 
Piece, than by the Influence and Heat of a fiery 
Furnace ; ſo in my humble Opinion, there is not a 
more viſible Method of uniting thoſe People together, 

than the Proſpe@ of a Popiſh Pretender. 


There 
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There is indeed one Grievance, that many Peo- 
ple in Scotland, greatly groan under; namely, that 
of Patronage, the bad Effects whereof are innu- 
merable, with reſpect to the Intereſt of Religion: 
for in that Part of the Country where I lived, there 
are many religious Perſons who value the Goſpel 
above every Thing, who cannot bear to have a 
Miniſter impoſed or forced upon them by the Pa- 

tron: The Act of Patronages was made in a Time 
when the Adminiſtration was in the Hands of thoſe 
who did not favour the Proteſtant Succeſſion ; the 
Presby terians were diſtreſſed at that Time on Ac- 
count of their great Zeal for the Succeſſion in his 
Majeſty's illuſtrious Family; and it is taken very 
much amiſs by them that they are not reſtored to 
that Privilege, which they were deprived of on 
ſuch an Account; But though they be diſtreſſed 
and diſguſted on the Account of this Grievance, 
yet their Love to his Majeſty, and Abhorrence 
of a Popiſh Pretender, is the ſame as formerly, 

II. That in our Times, and within our Memo- 
ries in the Nation, a very numerous and power- 
ful Faction, have made ſeveral Efforts in Favour of 
the Pretender, with various Circumſtances. 

That the ſame turbulent and reſtleſs Spirit, which 
prompted thoſe of former Times to make theſe deſ- 
perate Struggles, is not yet quieted; but rather on 
the contrary, that ſince that Time its to be feared, 
by the enormous Increaſe of Luxury and Profuſion, 
Sc. the Eſtates of many of both Gentry and Tra- 
ders in Britain are reduced to the laſt Pinch of Ex- 
tremity, which hath increaſed the reſtleſs and un- 
ealy Diſpoſition, which is the Occaſion of Sediti- 
ons and Rebellions in Kingdoms, When 
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When a Man of Power and Influence hath 

either by Bribery or by Extravagance reduced his 
Fortune to the laſt Gaſp, and finds himſelf ſinking 
into Poverty and Miſery, which he hath not ſtudied 
how to bear; he naturally catches at any Op- 
Portunity of bringing about a Change of Aﬀaitrs 
in his Country, upon the villainous Expectation, 
that, when all Things are turned upſide down in it, 
ſome lucky Chance tnay perhaps caft him upon the 
Spot, where Preferment or Benefits are to be had; 
in which he thinks himſelf thus far ſafe, that he 
can but be unhappy at any Rate, let Affairs take 
what Turn they will, and muſt certainly be ſo, if he 
does not retrieve his Affairs upon the Ruins of his 
Country. Such are the Views, upon which Men 
in higher Stations may be ſuppoſed to judge it for 
their curſed Intereſt to favour an Invaſion, 
As for the inferior Part of the People, both in the 
landed and trading Intereſt ; it is but too well known 
that People of all Ranks have of late Years redu- 
ced themſelves to ſuch a Paſs as to their Circurn- 
ſtances, by means of that univerſal Profuſion which 
prevails every where, that they can find no Happi- 
neſs or Eaſe within their own Minds, and conſes 
quently cannot bring themſelves to be ſatisfied with 
the publick Adminiſtration of Affairs in their 
Country. 

And having their Heads filled perhaps by the 
the News-writers, Sc. with a Set of Conimon- 
Grievances, from their great Wiſdom are very 
willing to ſubmit to 4 Popiſh Pretender, rather 
than be under the Government of a Proteſtant 
Prince, whom khey have a groundleſs Prejudice 


K 2 againſt ; 
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againſt; to bear Perſecution rather than the Taxes 
neceſſary for the Support of the Government; to 
be reſtrained in Religion and Liberty of Conſcience, 
rather than live under a Government which perhaps 
ſends a ſcurrilous Billing ſgate Scribbler to Newgate, 
once in Seven Years; to have their Country {warm 
with Popiſh Prieſts, rather than maintain a Set of 
. Exciſe-Officers for collecting the King's Revenues . 
to ſee the Fires lighted up in Smithfield, and hear a 
. Thouſand Gibbets groan with the Bodies of Mar- 
.tyrs to the Proteſtant Religion, rather than bear 
the ſlight Hardſhips of a ſtanding Army, and the 
unavoidable Conſequences of an involved and incum- 
bred State of a Nation. 

In this Manner ſome Perſons of the beſt Judg- 
ment and the greateſt Knowledge of the State of 
the Nation, . reaſon concerning the Cauſes of a 
. Diſpoſition tending to Rebellion and Sedition, 
_ which they alledge to be but too general at this 

1 * determined to inſert in this hos that 
lich I did not at firſt think of, purely that 1 
might have the Opportunity of offering a few 
Thoughts, which are the Conſequence of the late 
Invaſion, the Alarm of which hath broke out 
ſince I have drawn up the Matter of the fore- 
going Papers. I will therefore beg leave to add, 
to what I have already ſaid, two or three Advices | 
to the Quality of Great- Britain; in which I do not 
pretend to advance any thing very wiſe or profound, 
but ſolely value myſelf upon the Honeſty and Sin- 
.ctrity with which I offer them. I heartily wiſh 


. they were Marder as to Sagacity or Wiſdom; but 1 
cannot 


\ 
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cannot wiſh them to be better meant; for I know, 
that is impoſſible. | 

I muſt beg Leave (and intend to take it, whe- 
ther it be granted or not) to tell many great Folks, 
and eſpecially thoſe in Authority, that they have 
not only their own Sins to anſwer for, but thoſe 
of their Inferiors likewiſe, whom their ſuperior 
Influence or Example miſleads from Virtue, Sobri- 
ety, Honeſty and Frugality, into Venality, Looſe- 
neſs and Extravagance. I do not poſitively. aſſert, 
that the People of Faſhion of the preſent Age have, 
by their Example or otherwiſe, introduced the Vices 
which have brought all our Misfortunes upon us, 
and are like to be the Deſtruction of us: But, 
though I do not impute to the Quality of the pre- 
ſent "Age the firſt Riſe of the above-mentioned 
Vices; I muſt impute ro them the Blame of having 


done nothing at all to diſcountenance them by 
their Influence or Example; and this is the very 
leaſt my Conſcience will allow me to fay. 

. I muſt likewiſe take upon me to adviſe all Per- 


ſons in high Rank to endeavour to moderate their 
Expences; and then, as their Wants will be few, 
their Eſtates will be ſufficient, their Minds eaſy, and 
ſomewhat to ſpare out of them for the poor, and the 
good Example will extend itſelf over all the Nation. 

To wave all Arguments from Prudence, or Love 
to their Country, or a Principle of Honeſty, which 
'ought to teach Men Moderation, that they may 
be able to pay their Debts; to wave all Con- 
ſiderations, I ſay, taken from theſe Points, I think 
1 can offer one, which is likely to have great 
Weight with them, if the ſame whimſical Temper 


Will rule them in this as in all other Things. This 
| K 3 Conſideration 
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Conſideration J would therefore addreſs to all Per- 
ſons in Britain and Ireland, who are willing to be 
reckoned among the better Sort ; and eſpecially I re- 
commend it to the ſerious Regard of all thoſe La- 
dies, who would be called polite. It is this, 

That, as Politeneſs is nothing elſe but differing 
as much as poſſible in all Reſpects from the Vulgar 3 
and as it 1s certain, that in this Age they 
are arrived to a monſtrous Pitch of Luxury, 
Profuſion, Ec. conſequently it muſt be to the laſt 
Degree unpolite and vulgar to be profuſe or Juxu- 
rious, Sc. Is there any Faſhion in Dreſs, which 
the great Folks don't leave off, though never fo be- 
coming or convenient, as ſoon as it has deſcended 
among their Inferiors? How common is it to hear 
a Perſan of Quality, when they ſee one of a mean - 
Station in a polite Dreſs, ſay, It is enough to 3285 it 
0 go out of Faſhion, &c. 

And yet, though the Faſhion of ſpending more 
than they can afford has been for many Years paſt 
univerſal among the Coblers, Chimney-ſweepers, 
Street-rakers, and Shae-cleaners, in London; I don't 
ſee but that the ſame Way of Life is ſtil! as faſhio- 
nable among the Quality as when it firſt came up. 
Is it not very ſtrange that a Lady will not wear a 
Gown of apy particular Faſhion, after the Faſhion 
is become univerſal among the inferior Sort of 
People, and yet that all the polite ſhould keep up 
the ſame general Profuſe Way of Life after it is 
become ſo univerſal among their Inferiors? At this 
Rate Quality, Greatneſs, Politeneſs, Faſhion and 
Diſtinction, are at an End, fince there is no longer 
any Difference between the Manner of Life of the 


higheſt 


The Highlandiſh Spectator. 135 
_ - higheſt and the loweſt, the Hand- maid and her 


Miſtreſs. 

It is to be hoped the Legiſlature will one Time 
or another find Leiſure to take the Manners of 
the People into their Conſideration, and by laying 
Taxes upon the curſed Diverſions in Vogue, viz. 


Maſquerades, Cock-fighting, Boxing, Shows, Plays 


and Myſick-Gardens, raiſe the Charge of them above 
the Reach of the manufacturing People. This 
Method has been thought proper by one of the 
wiſeſt of States, viz, Holland; and for any Thing 
I could ever hear of, would be no way improper, 
but on the contrary very advantageous in England. 
But IJ entirely ſubmit theſe and all other Conſidera- 
tions to their ſuperior Wiſdom. 

J To conclude, I adviſe the diſaffected to the pre. 
ſent Adminiſtration to confider, that, with all the 
Faults they find to it, it is infinitely preferable to 
Popery and Slavery to France. And I can aſſure 


all the Grumblers in Britain, that their Snarling 


will never do the leaſt Service to the Publick, and 


may do ſome little Harm, I can likewiſe aſſure 
them, that, if they will give over their Folly and 


Extravagance in their Expences, which occaſions 
them to be uneaſy in their Minds, they will ſoon 
ſee the Proceedings of the Government to be in the 
main very prudent- and judicious, conſidering the 
involved State of the Nation, I ſhall leave with 
them this Aſſertion, that Luxury, Extravagance, 
Wickedneſs, and forſaking of God, have brought, 
upon this unhappy Country every ſingle Misfortune 
it now groans under; and that nothing will ever re- 
K 4 8 ſtore 


* 
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ſtore its former Happineſs, but an univerſal Change 


of the Manners of the People, 


We have not only amongſt us Enemies to the Go- 
vernment of Great-Britain, but even unto the 


Government of Chriſt” s Kingdom, practically declaring 


that hey will not have God to reign over them; ſaying, 


we have loved Strangers, and after them we will go; but 
let ſuch know, that as he is now offering himſelf unto 


them in the Goſpel as the Lamb of God, who taketh 
away the Sin of the World, he will in. a ſhort 
Time appear to them as the Lyon of the Tribe 
of Judah; and will fay, bring forth theſe mine E- 
nemies, who would not that I ſhould reign over them, 


and ſlay them before me; a dreadful eternal Sentence 
from the Mouth of him who is the judge of the quick 
and of the dead, and who can Kill and damn at Nene! 


Stroke. 


It is therefore the unqueſtionable Duty of every 
one, who has not ſubjected themſelves unto Gad, to 


conſider how they will anſwer: him Face to Face, 


when he erects his Throne upon the Clouds of Hea- 
ven, and does by his Thundering Voice ſummon them 
before his Bar, to receive that dreadful Sentence, 
which will be paſſed upon every one who is found 
out of Chrift ; Rom. iv. 12. Matth. xiii. 35, 36, 
36. Eccles. xii. ae. ns Xvii. 21—ii. 19. Rev. 


xxii. 40. 


X. 20 


* 
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ding Hiſtory, I might find out many Inſtances of 
famous Men of Antiquity, who, though. in a low Sta. 


: X. * Author s Liter ty in judging 


of Religious Matters. 


Intended to haye dropped ſame few Thoughts 
1 farther upon this and ſome other Subjects, but 
for want of Room muſt omit them, and the ra- 
ther, as I am ſenſible, there will be one particular, 
Objection againſt me and my poor Works, which 
ought to be anſwered before I conclude z and 
I muſt endeavour to acquit as as well 11 
can. 
The Objection is this, that one in n che Station ol 
a Servant as I am, ought not to pretend to judge 
in Matters of ſo high a Nature, and eſpeci- 
ally to preſcribe to the Fathers of the Churcir 
as I have in ſome Degree ern to do in 2 
Piece. 


No Doubt if 1 Were to * myſelf i In rea- 


tion of Life, have been high in Wiſdom and Judgs 
ment. But we may often ſee Solomon s Words con- 
firmed, Eccles. ix. 16. Nevertheleſs the p Man's 
Wiſdom is deſpiſed and bis Words are not beard. 
But to proceed, among the Heroes of Scripture; 
Jacob, Maſes, Samuel and Gideon, were all ordinary 


People, Nebemiab a Footman like myſelf, Ames 
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a Shepherd, Eliſba a Ploughman, and our Saviour's 
Diſciples: mean illiterate labouring Men. Not to 
multiply Particulars, theſe few Inſtances are ſuffi- 
cient to turn into Ridicule any Objection that may 
be made againſt any Man's Capacity from his 
Station, 

It may be here objected, that, as the Prieſts 
under the Law were ſet apart for their Office, and 
no other Perſons allowed to intermeddle in ſacred 
Things, though otherwiſe endued with very eminent 
Qualifications, conſequently no others, beſides thoſe 
who are taught the learned Languages, have been 
educated at Univerſities, and conſecrated by a Biſhop, 


ought to pretend to judge in religious Matters, or 


to cenſure the Proceedings of thoſe Men who are 
thus diſtinguiſhed, by the Laws of Nations or na- 
tional Churches, 
What I contend for, in Anfwer to this, is, That 
common Senſe is common Senſe, whether it be \ po- 
ken by a Nobleman in his own Lace, or a Foot- 
man in his Maſter's Lace, or whether it be written 
at a Mahogany Scrutoire, in a painted Cloſet, or 
2 Deal-board Desk in a back Room. How much 
are we mifled by outward Appearances, and how 
do we connect Things together that have no real 
Relation to one another at all ! What has a Man's 
Senſe or Reaſon to do with Wealth or Greatneſs ? 
Wealth may indeed give a Man Opportunities of 
a better Education, or of keeping the Company of 
the learned and polite. But theſe give him no Ad- 
vantage over 2 Man in a meaner Station, in ſpeak- 
ing or writing upon Matters of mere common 
Senſe, * to che great and important Things re- 
. lating 
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Hring to eternal Salvation, of which all Men ſhould 
have a concern to make an Enquiry into, excepting 
only, that the Man of Education may know how to 
turn his Periods a little rounder and ſmoother than 
mine; and to make his Words trundle along after one 
another in a more muſical Manner. 

What J have treated of throughout the forego. 
10g Pages, I think, are all Matters of Religion 
and common Reaſon z and Subjects which require 
no extraordinary Learning, or natural Acuteneſs of 
Genius to judge of them. It can require no great 
Sagacity to ſee the Wickedneſs of Lewdneſs, Pro- 
fanity, and the other Vices both of Clergy and 
Laity. It requires indeed ſome Meaſure of the 
Grace of God, and Honeſty of Heart to put 
a Man upon declaring againſt Vice in either 
Clergy or Laity ; if we conſider the Conſequence 
which may happen: But I hope no one will pretend, 
that Wealth and Honefty, or Poverty and Diſnoneſty, 
are naturally connected together. On the contrary, 
we generally obſerve that roo many of the Rich 
are ſo drawn away by the Temptations of their 
Riches, as to break through the Laws of Honeſty 
and Virtue, and treat them as if they were above 
regarding them any other Way than with Contempt. 
Mankind are generally ſo eaſily impoſed upon by 
outward Appearances, that we may obſerve, they 
even conceive a more or leſs favourable Opinion of 
a Perſon at firſt Sight, from the agreeable or diſa- 
greeable Form which Nature hath been pleaſed to 

ive him. 

We have a remarkable Inſtance of this be 
| Weakneſs i in Scripture, in no leſs than a Prophet 


divinely 
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divinely inſpired, viz. Samuel, When he was or- 
dered to go to the Houſe of Jeſſe, and anoint King 
over [/rael, any one of his Sons whom God ſhould 
chooſe. When Eliab paſſes by, <* Surely (ſays he) 
« the Lord's anointed is before him.” Eliab being 
a Man of a noble and majeſtic Preſence, Samuel 
concluded, that the Worth and Greatneſs of his 
Mind muſt be anſwerable to the Appearance of his 
Perſon, But we may ſee his Error in the Anſwer 
he receives from God himſelf, ** Look not on his 
Countenance nor the Height of his Stature, becauſe I 
hade refuſed him: For the Lord ſceth not as Man 
&« ſeeth; for Man looketh upon the outward Appearance, 


& but the Lord looketh on the Heart,” 1 Sam. xvi. 6, 7. :” 


Farther we find, that Jeſſe himſelf and his Song 
eſteemed David no more than to ſend him with the 
Dogs of their Flock. For, when the Prophet de. 
fired Jeſſe to call before him all his Sons, he did 
not, it ſeems, think it worth while to call poor 
little David from the Field where he was keeping 

the Flocks. _ 5 
His other Sons had been brought up, I ſuppoſe, 
like Gentlemen, at Dancing-Schools, Grammar- 
Schools, and Univerſities, Sc. if there were any 
in thoſe Days; while poor David was kept at Home 
a clowniſh illiterate Shepherd, to look after the 
Ews and Lambs. The Father concluded therefore, 
that it could not be worth while to call him before 
the Prophet : But God freely choſe him to be a 
King of 7/rael, and paſſed by all his more likely, 
polite and learned Brothers, for he is Sovereign of 

the Kingdom of Providence, and of the Kingdom 
of Grace. But to proceed, if it ſhould be er 
| | that 
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that my low Station exempts me from meddling in 
ſuch high and important Matters as theſe; I would 
ask ſuch Perſons, as reaſon in this Manner, whe- 
ther that Servant can be called too arrogant and 
preſumptuous, who, upon hearing his Maſter diſ- 
honoured and abuſed behind his Back, ſhould take 
upon him to ſtand up for the Honour of his Maſ- 
ter, and ſhould offer to vindicate him at the immi- 
nent Hazard of his very Life itſelf. I doubt if any 
one would blame a Scullion or Turn- ſpit of Inſo- 
lence, for preſuming to take his Maſter? 8 Part, 
even againſt a Nobleman. = 
Or, if a common Foot Soldier of Six-pence 2 
Day ſhould chance to overhear Perſons engaged in 
treaſonable Practices againſt his King, under 
whoſe Banner he is enliſted, and whoſe Livery he 
wears; mult he allow it to paſs unheeded, becauſe 
forſooth he is but a mean Man, and in no Place of 
Authority? I doubt, if it ſhould be known that he 
was privy to ſuch Practices, and made no Difco- 
very, he himſelf would be looked upon as little 
leſs chan an Accomplice with them. His Duty in 
ſuch a Caſe is obvious, viz. to lay the Matter be- 
Fore his next Superiors, and ſuch as he has Acceſs 
to; and, if they ſlight his Information, or give Coun- 
tenance to the Traitors or their Practices, he hath ne- 
vertheleſs done his Duty and diſcharged his Conſci- 
ence, this is his Duty in the firſt Place, and he is obli- 
ged to do thus, let the Conſequences be what they will. 
Now theſe Compariſons ſeem to fit the Caſe in 
hand, as exactly as if they had been caſt in a Mould 
for it. I am, it is true, in a low Station, though 
no lower than it has pleaſed God to place me; 1 
am 
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am a menial Servant, bleſſed be God for it; I hope 
I am at the ſame Time a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and a Soldier under his Banner ; and I am likewiſe 
a Free-born Briton, by which Denomination, I 
am equal to any Subject in the Kingdom, 
though by the firſt, I am not above the very 
loweſt, I have ſeen and heard my great and hea- 
venly Maſter diſhonoured, his Laws broken, and 
his Intereſt upon Earth endangered by the exceſſive 
Wickedneſs of daring Men. And ſhall I ſtand ſtil} 
and conſider with myſelf, whether my Station is 

high enongh to give me Leave to ſtand up for his de- 
- ſerted Intereſt? Shall I make a Doubt whether 1 

am not too mean to exert myſelf for the ſinking 
Cauſe of Virtue, Religion, and common Decency ? 
When I fee the infernal Monſter Vice, ſtalking over 
the Country at Noon-day, with all his curſed train 
of Luxury, Venality, Leudneſs, Impiety, and Ir- 
religion; when I ſee them going up on the Breadth 
of the Earth, and, like Satan in the Revelations, 
broke Looſe to deceive the Nations "ſhall I not try to 
fling c one Stone at the hideous Giant? Who knows 
but it may fink into his Forehead, as that of young 
David did in the Forehead of Goliab? 

No, I ought to be courageous and diligent, and 
not let any, even the moſt improbable Chance of 
ſerving the glorious Cauſe of. Virtue eſcape me. 
Let the Probability of Succeſs. be never ſo ſmall, 
the Endeavour is laudable. And let it be never ſo 
| ſmall, according to human Reaſoning, God's Ways 
. are not like our Ways, nor bis Thoughts like our Thoughts, 
He can Work his Ends by. our Means as Wy fm 
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by powerful ones; by ſuch as to us appear os | 
| bable, as by thoſe that appear infallible. =_ 
But I vill go farther : Who knows but, even ac- 
cording to human Probability, this weak and fee- 
ble Weapon may have ſome Succeſs in a greater or 
leſs Degree, in the following Manner. 

- Suppoſe theſe Sheets ſhould happen to have RO 
Honour of coming into the Hands of a dignified 
Clergyman, who, upon peruſing: them, ſhould 
fall into the following natural and obvious 
Thoughts. What, is it come to this Paſs at 
< laſt, that the Vices of the Clergy ſhould render 
* gur Order obnoxious to the Reproof of an illi- 
te terate Serving- man? Are our Faults ſo glaring 
<« as to ſtrike even the dull Senſe of a poor Feot- 
e man, who knows neither Latin or Greet? Is the 
« Behaviour of the Clergy ſo groſs as to diſguſt a 
Man of his indelicate Taſte, and untaught Judg- 
« ment? And muſt we own with Shame, that his 
* Rebukes are juſt, and that he tells us what our 
«© own Conſciences have told us a Hundred Times? 
„ What then avails our ſuperior Knowledge 
« or Learning; if this illiterate Man is to take us 
« to Pieces in this Manner, and to tell us our Faults 
« ſo roundly, and ſuch Faults as we cannot deny 
e or confute? Where will this end? The next 
«« Step, for ought that appears, may be that our 
« whole ſacred Order be reduced to univerſal Con- 
* tempt and Diſgrace, for this may put us in mind 
* of the Aſs reproving his Maſter Balaam the 
Prophet. Let us beſtir ourſelves in time, and 
enter upon ſome Meaſures for ſaving ourſelves 
* from the Reproaches of our own Conſciences 
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